
Parshas Vayishlach – יש לי רב, יש לי כל 

What do you Have, that I Don’t 

How does wealth and affluence figure in our lives? How does a person who is focused on lofty, 

spiritual goals, integrate the “the better things in life” into his lifestyle? How much do we need and 

how much of our life should we devote to acquiring and maintaining wealth?  The disparity 

between Yaakov and Eisav, stands at the root of the dilemma of material wealth. Eisav seems to 

graciously decline Yaakov’s offerings, stating יש לי רב  - I have plenty, way more than I actually 

need. Chazal, though, understand Eisav’s unquenchable desire for wealth and more wealth. They 

interpreted Eisav’s response as an expression of his unabashed lust for acquisition. I have plenty, 

but it can never be enough. Whatever you wish to offer me, will only be a drop in the bucket. Even 

so, that didn’t stop Eisav from accepting it in the end. 

Yaakov, on the other hand, implored Eisav to favor him with accepting a token of Hashem’s grace,    

 I have everything I need. Meaning, I am happy with what I have. I don’t need to be -  וכי יש לי כל

concerned about what else I might be able to get my hands on. Yaakov Avinu, like Avraham and 

Yitzchok, and later Gedolim V’Chachomim, who merited שתי שולחנות of abundant Ruchnius and 

equally plentiful Gashmius, didn’t see wealth as an end unto itself. There was never an eye 

towards amassing wealth just for the sake of being wealthy. Rather, it was a means to facilitating 

the תפקיד and the mission for what they had been brought into the world for. If Hashem blessed 

them with עושר וכבוד, it was meant to be an instrument of קידוש שם שמים. Like any person 

possessed with unique talents or gifts, a person of wealth should see his comfortable financial 

position as a higher calling, to do for the Eibishter and for Klall Yisroel. Exceptional Birchas 

Hashem is a מחייב for a person not to ignore his calling by investing his כוחות into personal gain 

and pride alone.  

The Tzadik says like Yaakov - יש לי כל. I have everything I need. Many wonder how we always 

say the Pasuk,  כי אין מחסור ליראיו - the 'ירא ה  lacks nothing. We don’t regularly see our revered 

 living in the lap of luxury. Often, the need is great and sometimes dire. The Chofetz גדולים וחכמים

Chaim zt”l pointed out that the Pasuk doesn’t say ודורשי ה' יהיה להם כל טוב, that the Tzadikim will 

have every good thing. It says that they will lack nothing. Whatever they have, they are  שמח

 .knowing that they have exactly what they need ,בחלקם

The story is told of Henry Ford, one of the world’s wealthiest people of the early modern era and 

father of the automotive industry, vacationing at an exclusive country resort. On an afternoon stroll 

through the quiet, wooded walking paths, he found himself at the edge of a charming, placid lake. 

There was only one other person there, a simply-dressed fellow, probably a local, enjoying a 

relaxing afternoon of fishing. Mr. Ford asked the fellow if that’s all there was to do around there. 

It’s what I like to do, came the taciturn reply. Ford: What do you usually do? Local: I usually come 

here and fish. That’s what you do? That’s how you spend your day? asked the incredulous 

industrialist. The fellow looked at Ford, as if he was a simpleton. Yes, I come here and fish. That’s 

what I do. Looking over the stranger in crisp suit and tie, he asked, and what do you do already? 

That’s all he needed. Mr. Ford launched into a proud and detailed discourse on how he had 

revolutionized the automotive industry and was changing the world. He rambled on and on, almost 

down to his bank accounts and bookkeeping. Why, asked the fisherman, do you need to busy 



yourself with producing all those cars? Don’t you get it? Ford says. Don’t you see how, as more 

cars roll off the assembly line, the cash just keeps rolling into my wallet. Local: And what will do 

with all that cash? Ford nearly exploded. What can’t I do? I can have the most beautiful mansions 

with opulent gardens, private planes and magnificent yachts, and on and on. What will you do 

after you have all that, asks the fisherman. Then, I can take it easy and relax, says Ford. How 

much can you relax? A man can’t just sit around relaxing. You’re right, says Ford. Hmm…I can 

see myself sitting back on a nice quiet lake and…I guess I would enjoy some fishing. Are you 

listening to yourself? asks the now disdainful fisherman. You’re taking this whole route, just to 

end up finally where you want to be – on a dock, fishing? So why are you looking at me funny? I 

simply bypassed the whole exhausting process, and here I am, exactly where I wanted to be in 

the first place.  

May Hashem Bentsch us with everything good that we need and want. 

Have a wonderful and warm Shabbos, yk 

L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Thursday, Parshas Vayishlach-14 Kislev 

Reuven ben Yaakov V’Leah 

 

Thursday, Parshas Vayishlach -15 Kislev  

Reb Yehuda HaNasi, son of Rav Shimon ben Gamliel, and redactor of the Mishna.  

Rav Dovid Hakohen Leibowitz (1890-1941). Born in Warsaw, he studied in the yeshiva of Radin 

as a teenager, where he held private study sessions with his great-

uncle, the Chafetz Chaim for 12 hours a day. In 1908, upon the 

recommendation of his saintly great uncle, Rav Dovid went to learn in 

the Slabodka Yeshiva, under the direction of the Alter of Slabodka, Rav 

Nosson Tzvi Finkel. In 1915, Rav Leibowitz succeeded his father-in-

law as Rav of Selechnik. After six years, however, he returned to 

Slobodka as a founding member of the Slabodka Kollel. Every member 

of the Kovno Kollel had to commit himself to one year of traveling 

abroad and raising funds for the Kollel. That is what brought Rav Dovid 

to America in 1926. While there, he was offered the job as rosh yeshiva 

of Mesivta Torah Vodaas. Among his students were Rav Gedalya 

Schorr and Rav Avraham Pam. In 1933, Rav Leibowitz founded Yeshivas Rabbenu Yisrael Meir 

Hacohen (better known today as the Chafetz Chaim Yeshiva/Rabbinical Seminary of America in 

Forest Hills, N.Y.) There he transplanted to the United States his unique style of Talmud study as 

well as the Slabodka school of mussar. The yeshiva has been headed for the past half-century 

by his son, Rav Henach Leibowitz, zt”l.  

Erev Shabbos Parshas Vayishlach – 16 Kislev 

Noach’s Teivah came to rest on Har Ararat (L’Shitas R’ Yehoshua) 

 

 



Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Vayishlach -17 Kislev  

Rav Shlomo Heiman, Rosh Yeshiva of Beis Medrash Elyon, Tora Vodaas (1893-1944). Born in 

Parenz, near Minsk, Reb Shlomo entered the yeshiva in Halusk at age 12, where he learned 

under Rav Baruch Ber Leibowitz. That year, he was appointed by Rav Baruch Ber to serve as 

Rosh Yeshiva in Knesses Bais Yitzchak. When anti-Semitic harassment forced him to leave the 

area, the Chafetz Chaim asked Rav Shlomo to teach in his yeshiva. When WWI ended, Rav 

Elchonon Wasserman asked Rav Shlomo to be a Rosh Yeshiva in Baranovitch. In 1927 Rav 

Chaim Ozer Grodzenski invited Rav Shlomo to be Rosh Yeshiva of the Ramailles Yeshiva in 

Vilna, a position he held for almost eight years. In 1935, with Rav Chaim Ozer's approval, Rav 

Shlomo accepted an invitation to head Yeshiva Torah Vodaath. Thus he was spared, through 

hashgocho pratis, the horrors of WWII. Since he arrived in America a few years before the onset 

of the Holocaust, he was able to aid in the rescue of Bnei Torah and Rebbeim. 

 

Sunday, Parshas Vayeishev-18 Kislev 

The Bostoner Rebbe, R’ Levi Yitzchok Horowitz, Zt”l (1921-2009) Second rebbe of 

the Boston Hasidic dynasty founded by his father, Rabbi Pinchos Dovid Horowitz. 

He was the first American-born Hasidic Rebbe and a champion of Orthodox Jewish 

outreach, reaching out to many students in the Boston area through his New 

England Chassidic Center. He was also the founder of ROFEH International, a 

community-based medical referral and hospitality liaison support agency.  

 

 

 

Monday, Parshas Vayeishev-Yud Tes Kislev  

Rav Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezritch (1704-1772). Descended from Rav Hai Gaon and Rav 

Yochanan Hasandler, a descendent of Dovid Hamelech. Rav Dov Ber learned with the Pnei 

Yehoshua in Lemberg early in his life. In 1752, he became the Baal Shem Tov’s closest disciple. 

Among his students were the Rebbe Reb Shmuel Shmelke HaLevi Horowitz and his brother, Reb 

Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz, the Baal HaFloh, the Rebbe Reb Zushia and his brother, Reb Elimelech 

of Lizhensk, Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchiv, Rav Nachum of Chernobyl, Rav Shneur Zalman of 

Liadi. His son was Rav Avraham HaMalach (1740-1776). The classic anthologies of his teachings 

are Likutei Amarim, Torah Ohr, and Ohr HaEmmes.  

“The Rebbe’s Bafrayin” (1798), The Alter Rebbe, Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi, founder of 

Chabad Chassidus, The “Ba’al HaTanya” was released from imprisonment after being accused 

of fomenting rebellion against the Czar and being an agent of the Turkish Sultan, an enemy to 

Russia at the time. The connection to the Yartzeit of his Rebbi, The Mezritcher Magid and other 

significant points of Hashgacha Pratis defined the Rebbe’s incarceration and release as a symbol 

of the victorious judgement in Shomayim on the controversial dissemination of mystical Chassidic 

teachings and the future of Chassidus altogether. In Chabad this day is celebrated as Rosh 

HaShanah L’Chasidus.  
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Tuesday, Parshas Vayeishev-20 Kislev 

Rav Yitzchak Hutner, Rosh Yeshivas Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin, author of Pachad Yitzchak (1907-

1981). His uncle, R’ Benzion Ostrover, had been a disciple of Rav Mendel 

of Kotzk, and was instrumental in providing his young nephew with a 

direct link to the world of Chasidus. At the age of 15, he went to Slobodka 

and was directed by the Alter, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel. In 1925, he 

entered the new Slabodka branch in Chevron, where he also met and 

learned from Rav A. I. Kook. He remained until 1929, after which he 

returned to his parents in Warsaw. He became a personal tutor for Rav 

Moshe Solevetchik’s son, Aharon. In 1932, he published his Toras 

HaNazir, a commentary on the Rambam’s Hilchos Nazir. In 1933, he 

married Masha Lipshitz and moved to Eretz Yisrael. Despite his great attachment to the Land, 

they left for America one year later, not to return for 30 years. He built Yeshiva Chaim Berlin to 

his specifications with his famous blend of Torah philosophies. Among his talmidim are Rav 

Yitzchak Shurin, grandson of Reb Yaakov Kamenetsky. Among his colleagues at Slobodka were 

R' Yitzchak HaLevi Ruderman, R' Reuven Grozovsky; R' Yaakov Kamenetsky; and R' Aharon 

Kotler. In 1949 he began publishing his discourses on morals and ethics which he subtitled, Divrei 

Torah B’inyanei Hilchot Deos V’Chovos Halevovos. As a young man he wrote Toras Hanazir on 

the Rambam’s Hilchos Nezirus. He wrote a profound commentary (Kovetz Heaaros) on Rabbeinu 

Hillel on the Safra. His discourses on Yomim Tovim and Shabbos (Pachad Yitzchok) are collected 

in seven volumes.  

 

Wednesday, Parshas Vayeishev-21 Kislev 

Shimon ben Yaakov Avinu (1566-1446 B.C.E.) 

The Miraculous Meeting of Shimon HaTzadik and Alexander The Great detailed in Yoma 69a. 

Winter Solstice – 5:44 A.M. EST. Shortest day of the year. 

Rav Yochanan Perlow, the seventh Rebbe of the Stolin-Karlin dynasty (1900-1956). Born in 

Stolin, a suburb of Pinsk, White Russia, to Rav 

Yisrael, the “Yanuka” of Stolin. After his father was 

niftar in 1921, his six sons split the succession: Rav 

Moshe became rebbe in Stolin; Rav Avraham 

Elimelech took over in Karlin; Rav Yaakov moved to 

the U.S. in 1923 to lead the Karlin community that 

already had four shuls in New York and one shtiebel 

in Detroit. He became known as the Detroiter Rebbe. 

Rav Yochanan moved to Poland where he became a rebbe in Lutsk, capital of the Volhynia 

district. Among the 41,000 people in Lutsk were 18,000 Jews. After the Nazis entered Lutsk on 

June 25, 1941, they herded the Jews into a ghetto in December, and the following August, they 

dragged 17,500 of them outside the town and murderously gunned them down. The last survivors, 

Jewish workers in the local labor camp, mounted a heroic but hopeless revolt on December 11, 

after learning that they, too, were about to be liquidated. Only about 150 Lutsk Jews survived the 

war. Rav Yochanan, his wife and two daughters fled into the surrounding forests and made their 

way deep into Russia with groups of partisans. After being deported to Siberia and personally 



burying his wife and elder daughter there on the same day, Rav Yochanan somehow survived 

the war. He lost almost his entire family; only one daughter, Faige, survived. He moved to Haifa 

in 1946, then to America two years later. While in New York, he founded the Karlin-Stolin Torah 

Institutions and published the new Siddur Beis Aharon v'Yisrael, comprising Karlin-Stolin 

minhagim. Rav Yochanan's grandson, Rav Baruch Yaakov Meir Shochet, became the next Stolin-

Karlin Rebbe. He composed the poem "Kah Echsof Noam Shabbos" that is printed in most 

editions of Shabbos Zemiros.  

Thursday, Parshas Vayeishev -22 Kislev 

Some have the custom to place the Menorah in the place it will be lit three days before Chanukah. 

Rav Shalom Mordechai Schwadron, Yerushalmi maggid (1913-1997), brother-in-law of Rav 
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach. He was named for his grandfather, the 
Maharsham, the leading posek in Galicia before World War I. He lost 
his father at age seven, and for a time lived in an orphanage. After his 
bar mitzvah he studied in the Lomzer Yeshiva in Petach Tikvah, and 
later in the Chevron Yeshiva in Yerushalayim under Rav Yehuda Leib 
Chasman. After his marriage, he continued his studies in Kollel Ohel 
Torah. The kollel's members included Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv 
and Rav Shmuel Wosner. In addition to his renown as a maggid, he 

published approximately 25 of his grandfather's works, as well as Lev Eliyahu (of Rab Elya 
Lopian), and the writings of Rav Chasman, Ohr Yohel. Immortalized by R’ Pesach Krohn’s popular 
“Magid” Series. 
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