
 

 

 

 

 

 

What makes our tfila powerful? 
 
 

This week’s Torah portion tells us how our forefather Itzhak prayed to have children. 

 The pasuk uses an unusual word ויעתר-  veyater.  

Nesivos Shalom explains it the following way.   

It says in Zohar that ויעתר means “to dig a tunnel upward”.  Midrash brings: said R. Levy: a king 

promises his son gold, but son has to get it himself.  So the son starts digging a tunnel.  When king 

saw that his son was digging, he started digging from the other side, until both of them met.  And this 

is what yItzchak did with Hashem.  We have to understand the example and the connection. 

In reality, Hashem accepts our prayers, and not a single sigh is left unheard.  But our sins and 

sometimes tests build a wall between us and Hashem, and this wall blocks our prayers.  But 

Hashem is merciful, and He doesn’t want to push anyone away, that’s why He gave us advice to 

reach Him through a tunnel under that wall. 

In order to understand this better, what exactly is meant by “digging a tunnel” in spiritual sense, we’ll 

bring a story in Gemara  Taanis (6) about Choni Hamaagal, who, in order to save Jews of Israel from 

drought, drew a circle around himself and vowed that he will not leave the circle unless Hashem has 

mercy on His children and send the rain.  How could he have such strength to speak with Hashem in 

such manner? 

Nesivos Sholom explains: since every Jew has a part of Hashem in him, he has a supernatural 

strength to pray for mercy.  That is true even if there is a wall in front of him, and there is no way to 

break that wall; when he is filled with faith and trust that part of Hashem is always in him, he can 

break through any wall. 
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What does Nesivos Sholom mean by the words “when he is filled with faith in trust that Hashem is 

with him”? We can answer this with explanation Nesivos Sholom brings in the weekly 

portion Vayehi on the words “I wait for Your salvation, my Hashem” in the name of Slonimer Rebbe, 

the author of Beis Avrohom. 

When a Jew needs salvation, and he already prayed many times and didn’t receive an answer, there 

is one piece of advice.  It is hard to follow it, but a Jew needs to forget about his worries and 

problems and pray only for the pain of Shechina, as it says, “I am with all your pains and troubles, 

and everything that hurts you, hurts Me!”  And because he asks only for the pain that is felt in 

Heaven, he brings salvation for all his problems.  That’s what Yaakov meant when he said “I wait 

for Your salvation, my Hashem”.   

And maybe that’s what Nesivos Sholom meant – to believe that we have a part of Hashem inside, 

and to remember that Hashem feels our pain, and pray with assurance solely for Hashem’s sake, 

that salvation should come for Him, and also for us.  Such prayer is called ויעתר, that it is 

like digging under the wall.  That’s the type of prayer Itzhak Avinu prayed. 

Nesivos Shalom adds that we, simple people, cannot have such strong kavana and have only the 

pain of Shechina in mind, and forget about our pain.  That’s why even if we pray for the pain 

of Shechina, but don’t forget our own problems, this tefillah will also have a power! 

 

 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 
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