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Five hundred years ago there lived a king in 

Persia who was a descendant of King 

Achashverosh. He took interest in the history 

of his family and found out that the Jewish 

people had in its possession an old 

handwriting called "The Scroll of Esther". 

This scroll describes in detail the origin of his 

ancestor's royal dynasty.  The Persian king 

researched the details of the scroll. Among 

other interesting facts he found out that is said 

in the scroll that Haman had offered to pay 

King Achashverosh 10,000 silver ducats in 

order to do whatever he wanted with the Jews. 

In the end the money was not paid. Smiling, 

the Persian king worked out a smart idea.  He 

summoned the rabbis and the leaders of the 

Jewish community and asked them:  "Tell me 

- is everything written in the Scroll of Esther 

true?" 

 

The Jews did not understand the intention of 

the king, but they of course assured him that 

everything written in Megillat Esther is true. 

"If that is the case", said the king, "I command 

you to pay the 10,000 silver ducats you owe 

my ancestors!"  The Jewish rabbis tried to 

explain to the king that King Achashverosh 

remitted the money to Haman as it says: "The 

money is given to you", but the Persian king 

did not give in: "I am a descendant of King 

Achashverosh and you are the descendants of 

the Jewish people. I want the money within a 

month. If not, you will be expelled from your 

homes!" 

 

The harsh decree shocked the Persian Jews. 

All over Persia the Jewish leaders proclaimed 

days of prayer and fasting. The synagogues 

were full of people reciting Psalms day and 

night, and large sums of charity were 

distributed.  The Jewish leaders started 

estimating how much money they would be 

able to collect. Within a few days they 

reached the conclusion that even if they were 

to sell all their properties, they would not 

reach the sum that the king requested. Since 

time was short, they were unable to send 

emissaries to the whole Jewish world in order 

to collect money from Jews outside of Persia. 

In their plight, they decided that the best thing 

to do was to send a messenger to Rabbi 

Yitzchak Luria, the Holy Ari who resided in 

Tsfat in the Holy Land in order to ask for his 

blessing and advice. 

 

The messenger set out on his trip on a fast 

camel and shortly arrived in Tsfat. He handed 

over the letter written by the Rabbis of the 

Jewish community in Persia and pleaded in 

tears for help, asking the holy Ari to pray on 

their behalf to our Father in Heaven. 

The Holy Ari went into his private study for a 

while and then returned to the messenger, 

holding a small box in his hand.  The Ari said 

to him: "The Jews have repented with a full 

heart and the evil decree has been revoked. 

There is no need to pay the ransom money. 

"Instead, on the day of payment, the leaders of 

the Jewish community are to hand over this 

box to the king. The box must not be opened 

by anyone but the king." 

 

In the meanwhile, the king was very satisfied 

with his plan. If the Jews would pay him the 

money - all the better. If they did not pay him, 

he would confiscate their property after the 

expulsion and would make a profit in any case. 

That night the king did not sleep well. He had 

a terrifying dream. In it a mighty storm was 

raging outside his palace. Suddenly the 

windows to his room burst open. A man clad 

in white with fiery eyes entered his room 

through the window. The king wanted to cry 

for help, but the words got stuck in his throat 

and he was unable to utter a word. 

The white figure took him by the hand and led 

him outside through the open window. They 

passed houses and fields until they reached a 

forest. There was an open area between the 

trees.  The white figure turned to the king and 

asked him in a stern voice: "What do you see 

in the open place?" -- "I see a high pole - and 

somebody is hanging from its top," the king 

said in fear.  They continued their walk 

another few steps, and again the figure in 

white asked the king what he saw.  "I see 

another high pole with somebody hanging 

from its top - and there is another one and yet 

another…."  --  "How many poles do you see?" 

the figure asked.  --  "I can see eleven poles 

with people hanging from the top - and over 

there is another pole - but nobody is hanging 

from it," said the king trembling with fear. -- 

"The people hanging there are Haman and his 

ten sons," said the figure to the king. "The 

empty pole is meant for people who walk in 

their evil ways!"   

 

A shiver went over the body of the king.  The 

white figure took the king by his hand and led 

him back to the king's palace. The figure made 

the king sit down next to his writing desk and 

said: "Give up all your claims against the Jews 

and sign the document with the royal seal!" 

The king wrote the document with a trembling 

hand, signed it, and stamped the royal seal 

under his signature. He handed the document 

to the man in white who disappeared through 

the window.   

 

Suddenly the king woke up from his 

nightmare. He found himself sitting next to his 

desk, shivering with fear and his face covered 

by cold sweat.  Outside there was a quiet 

summer night.  "What a strange dream I had," 

he thought and went back to sleep in his bed. 

The following morning he still remembered the 

dream but dismissed it. 

 

The messenger came back from Tsfat to the Jewish 

leaders in Persia with good tidings. The holy Ari had 

indeed helped! The Jews, however, correctly, did not 

rest the whole month. They studied much Torah, 

spent many hours in prayer every day, and took upon 

themselves to rectify everything that needed 

improvement. Especially they asked each other for 

forgiveness and increased dramatically in brotherly 

love.  When the designated day came, the leaders of 

the Jewish community took the box that they had 

received from the Holy Ari and approached the king. 

"Where is my money?" the king roared.  -- "Your 

majesty, we have been instructed to bring this box 

for you," said the spokesman of the delegation and 

handed the box to the king.  The king took the box in 

his hand, opened it and found a signed document 

inside. When he started to read what was written 

there, he suddenly screamed in terrible fear and fell 

in a swoon to the floor.  The king's doctors who 

immediately were summoned finally managed to 

wake him up. Immediately his body began trembling 

uncontrollably.  "Oh no, it was not a dream!" he 

whispered in panic. "The next hanging pole was 

meant for me because of my behavior towards the 

Jews."  Nobody knew what he was talking about, but 

when he recovered somewhat he handed the 

document to the Jewish leaders and said, "Everything 

which is written in this document is hereby 

established in law. I give up all my claims regarding 

the debt. I promise not to harm any Jew from now 

on. You are released from all previous monetary 

claims." 

 

"The Jews had light and joy and gladness and honor" 

(Esther 8:16). They immediately dispatched a special 

messenger in order to express their gratitude to the 

Holy Ari. All over Persia the Jews celebrated parties 

of thanksgiving to G-d for their wonderful delivery. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from "Chassidic 
Gems" by Tuvia Litzman (who cites Torah Thoughts 
as his source). 
 
Yerachmiel Tilles.  is the director of the 
AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org websites. 
His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 
(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 19th year. 
“Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 3-volume 
series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat at 
Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com, from the 
publishers in Jerusalem, Menorah-Books.com, and in 
Jewish bookstores world-wide.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purim Repeated in Persia 

Shabbat  T imes –  Vayikra  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 5:14 6:26 

Tel Aviv 5:32 6:28 

Haifa 5:23 6:28 

Beer Sheva 5:31 6:28 

 

  

 



their children's tuition, their 
strength is inherited by their 
offspring, who become giants 
in Torah. 
 

(Rabbi Meir Shapiro) 

And he shall slaughter the bull 
before G-d (Lev. 1:5)  
 
As explained in the Talmud 
(Chulin 30), "And he shall 
slaughter" implies drawing or 
pulling. The act of 
slaughtering (according to 
Torah law) "draws" the 
animal or bird upward, 
rendering it capable of being 
elevated from the realm of 
the animal kingdom to the 
realm of man, when it is 
ingested and transformed 
into the blood and flesh of 

And [G-d] called to Moses (Lev. 1:1)  
 
It is traditional to begin a young 
child's study of Torah with the 
Book of Leviticus, which deals 
primarily with the laws of the 
sacrifices. From this we learn 
that Jewish education is so 
important to the perpetuation of 
our people that parents should 
not hesitate to make even the 
greatest financial "sacrifices" to 
ensure that their children receive 
the proper instruction.  
 

(Avnei Ezel) 

For this reason, our Sages stated 
(Nedarim 81): "Be cautious with 
the children of the poor, for 
from them the Torah will go 
forth." When poor parents 
demonstrate self-sacrifice to pay 

h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week we begin reading from the 
Book of Vayikra (Leviticus), which deals 
primarily with the laws of sacrifices. In 
connection to the sacrifices, the Torah 
repeatedly uses the phrase "rei'ach 
nichoach la'Hashem," generally translated 
as "a pleasing fragrance to G-d." 

Rashi, the foremost Torah 
commentator, interprets the word 
"nichoach" in the sense of "nachat 
ruach," pleasure or contentment. "It is a 
source of contentment to Me, that I said 
[to bring the offering] and My will was 
done." 

Some commentators (the Mizrachi, for 
one) explain Rashi's comment as 
intending to repudiate the mistaken 
notion that G-d enjoys the odor of the 
burning sacrifices. For this reason, Rashi 
emphasizes that G-d derives pleasure not 
from the odor, but from the fact that His 
will is obeyed. 

However, if that were Rashi's intent, 
the above-mentioned comment would 
have been made the first time the phrase 
"rei'ach nichoach" appears in the Torah - 
back in the Book of Genesis, when Noah 
offered a sacrifice after the Great Flood: 
"And G-d smelled the pleasing 
fragrance." In that instance, Rashi offers 

no comment at all! 

Accordingly, we must conclude that 
Rashi is not repudiating something that is 
so self-evident, i.e., that G-d does not 
enjoy the physical aroma of the sacrifices.  

What possible enjoyment could be 
derived from the smell of an animal 
burning, an odor that even humans 
consider loathsome? 

It is therefore obvious that the 
contentment being derived is spiritual, 
from the fact that the Jewish people are 
fulfilling G-d's will. In truth, Rashi's 
comment is intended to explain why G-d 
derives pleasure from the sacrifices, as 
opposed to any other of the Torah's 
commandments. 

The difference between the sacrifices 
and all other mitzvot is that all other 
commandments contain an element of 

not have any perceptible "reason" in 
human terms. On the contrary, they seem 
completely illogical: Why "waste" one's 
hard-earned money in such a fashion? 

Rashi consequently stresses that G-d's 
pleasure is derived from the fulfillment of 
His will. A Jew brings sacrifices only 
because G-d wants him to.  

The sacrifices are thus the purest form 
of obedience to G-d, without regard for 
personal benefit or other considerations. 
And the highest expression of this is the 
olah, which was completely consumed. 

From this we learn that the greatest 
pleasure a Jew can bring G-d is to obey 
Him, purely and simply. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe; Shabbos Table and From our Sages 

reprinted from from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

OBEDIENCE THAT SMELLS GOOD 

 

 

 

reason or benefit.  

Even the super-rational 
mitzvot, such as the red heifer, 
while we do not understand them 
intellectually, serve to strengthen a 
Jew's acceptance of the yoke of 
Heaven. 

By contrast, the sacrifices (and 
particularly the olah offering, 
which was completely burnt) do 

 

GOVERNOR FOR A DAY 
In the Old Country, it was the custom in many 

communities to celebrate Purim by appointing make-
believe rabbonim, policemen, judges and other 
important public figures. One year in Ziditchov, the 
townspeople chose Reb Koppel (the nephew of the 
tzaddik, Reb Tzvi of Ziditchov) to be governor, and 
he in turn chose some of his fellow chassidim to act as 
his advisers. On Purim day, that entire band of 
masqueraders first drank LeChayim and then 
marched off to the tzaddik's house, filled with lively 
spirits.  

Reb Tzvi treated the young “governor” with great 
respect, and asked him to remove the candle and meat 
tax that the government had recently imposed. The 
lively “governor” agreed, but when he was asked to 
repeal the army draft on the Jewish boys, he refused. 
No amount of begging, pleading or threatening could 
make him change his mind, and the tzaddik left the 
room in anger. The following day, when the effects of 
the spirits had worn off, and fellow chassidim told Reb 
Koppel of what had happened the previous day, he had 
no recollection of it. In fact, he could barely believe the 
story. Later that year, the chassidim realized what had 
occurred on Purim – for the candle and meat taxes 
were in fact removed, but the draft remained enforced.   

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

the person who partakes of it. The 
animal soul of man must likewise be 
"slaughtered," by drawing and elevating 
it upward until it is subsumed in the 
holiness of the G-dly soul. 
 

 (The Lubavitcher Rebbe)  

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  
A Powerful Day 

The Zohar notes that Purim is similar to Yom HaKipurim. This means 

that what is accomplished on Yom Kippur by fasting can be 

accomplished on Purim by rejoicing. Furthermore, the very name 

Kipurim (“like Purim”), implies that Purim is the greater Yom Tov, 

impacting a person more powerfully. 

 

Indeed, Chazal teach that when Moshiach comes, all the Yomim-Tovim 

will cease to exist; only the Yom-Tov of Purim will remain. Chassidus 

explains that the kedusha and joy of Purim are so great, that even when 

we have the kedusha and joy of the geulah, Purim will still stand out.  

In other words, the other Yomim-Tovim will “cease to exist” in the 

same sense as a candle is not noticeable in the sunlight — its light is 

nullified by comparison with a much brighter light.  Similarly, the light 

of the other Yomim-Tovim will be nullified in comparison to the light 

of the geulah. So too, the light elicited by the other festivals will pale in 

comparison with that elicited by Purim.  (Tikunei Zohar, pg. 57B; 

Midrash Mishlei, perek 9, Torat Menachem, vol. 16, pg. 118) 

  
Celebrating Purim 

The Shulchan Aruch rules that one should wear fine clothes when going 

to hear the Megilla. In fact, the holy talmid of the AriZal, Reb Chaim 

Vital, would immerse in the mikveh and then put on Shabbos clothes in 

honor of Purim. It is also written that after returning home from shul on 

Purim night, one should have the table set and candles lit, and partake 

of a seuda in honor of Purim.  (Rama, siman 695, sif 2; Kaf HaChaim, 

siman 695, sif katan 13) 

 
The Megillah says that after the miracle of Purim, the Yidden were 

blessed with simcha, which Chazal understand to mean that they were 

now able to celebrate the YomimTovim. The Rebbe explains that 

although goyim also have holidays, they celebrate them with drinking 

and unbridled conduct. Yidden, by contrast, even when they rejoice and 

drink they become closer to HaShem, and heighten their yiras 

Shamayim and their kedusha.  (Likutei Sichot, vol. 3, pg. 920; vol.4, pg. 

1274; see the Shulach Aruch HaRav, siman 292, sif gimmel) 

 

The megillah records that after the miracle of Purim, the Yidden 

had “orah”, light. Chazal explain that this refers to the freedom to 

learn Torah. Therefore, it is appropriate to learn some Torah before 

the seuda, specifically the laws of Pesach. Purim marks thirty days 

before the Yom Tov, when it is considered proper to begin learning 

about it in preparation.  (Megila, 16B; Rama, siman 695, sif 2; 

Torat Menachem, 5748, vol. 2, pg. 410) 

 

The Rambam writes: It is preferable to increase in matanos 

le’evyonim, spending more than the amount used for the seuda and 

mishloach manos combined. There is no greater and more beautiful 

simcha than cheering up the poor, orphans, widows and converts. 

One who makes these people happy is similar to Hashem.  

(Rambam, Hilchot Megila, perek 2) 
 

Ad D’lo Yada 
The Rebbe explains that the simcha of Purim is greater than all 

other types of simcha. The happiness on Purim should be to the 

extent that one does not feel himself at all, and is totally enveloped 

with simcha. This is the meaning of ‘ad d’lo yada’.   (Likutei 

Sichot, vol. 3, pg. 920, vol. 4, pg. 1274; see the Shulchan Aruch 

HaRav, siman 292, sif 3) 

 

On the first Purim after his chasunah, the Alter Rebbe explained the 

avoda of reaching ‘ad d’lo yada’. On Purim we must ensure that the 

“lo”- the things that are forbidden, should be “yada”- known. What 

we are supposed to do is well-known, but it is also necessary to 

know what is forbidden and to treat it with extra caution.  

 

The Rebbe emphasized that precautions must be taken to ensure 

that Purim does not lead to negative behavior. This is done by 

fulfilling the mitzva only because the Torah commanded so. One 

must follow the takanos limiting the drinking of mashkeh; bearing 

   PURIM 

Purim and Moshiach 
 

Purim celebrates man's 

involvement with the 

physical reality of G-d's 

creation. The use of 

materiality in context of 

man's service of - and 

relationship with - G-d, 

imbues these substances 

with spirituality. It 

sublimates them to their 

Divinely intended 

purpose. Purim manifests 

the intrinsic oneness of 

the universe which is 

rooted in the Oneness of 

its Creator. This, indeed, 

is the ultimate purpose of 

creation: to manifest its 

Divine origin by 

converting the world into 

a fitting abode for G-d. 

This is the mission for 

which man was created. 

The achievement of this 

goal is the ultimate bliss 

of the Messianic era. 
(From Living With Moshiach by 

Rabbi J.I Schochet) 
 

reprinted from 

www.LchaimWeekly.org – 

LYO / NYC) 

 

 

in mind that mashkeh in itself is repulsive.  (Sefer HaSichot, 5705, 

pg. 72, Heichal Menachem, vol. 3, pg. 258; Torat Menachem, 5744, 

vol. 2, pg. 1179) 

 
L'sheim Shamayim 

Even after the Romans forbade the Yidden to learn Torah, Rebbi 

Chanina continued teaching Torah in public. When Rebbi Yosei ben 

Kismah fell ill, Rebbi Chanina went to visit him and asked, "Rebbi 

will I have a share in Olam Habba?” 

 

Rebbi Yosei asked Reb Chanina to tell him of some special mitzvah 

he had done. Rebbi Chanina answered, “On Purim, I was collecting 

money for the poor and the money I collected got mixed up with the 

money that I had put away for my own Purim meal. I decided to 

distribute the entire sum to the poor, without reimbursing myself.” 

Rebbi Yosei responded, "If so, let my portion be part of yours, and 

let my lot be part of your lot!” 

 

The Alter Rebbe explains that though Rebbi Chanina put his life in 

danger to teach Torah, he was nevertheless concerned about his lot, 

for perhaps he was acting so only due to his nature. When he told 

Rebbi Yosei of his excess contributions to tzedakah, a contradictory 

nature to his dedication to learning, it became clear that he was 

acting l'sheim shamayim, to serve HaShem.  (Avodah Zara, 18A; 

Torah Or of the Alter Rebbe, 19B) 

 

(reprinted and adapted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

One Step Translations 

  



In honor of the Shloshim, Rabbi Mendel Duchman of Los 
Angeles shares with COLlive 3 lessons he learned from 
Rabbi Josh Gordon OBM, the beloved Torah scholar, 
congregational rabbi and educator. 
 
1. People are the biggest resource in this world. 
Many people think the most important thing in this 
world is money. You have taught me that, even if you 
have all the money in the world, you cannot survive 
without other people.  You taught me that one must 
love people, not judge people. You taught me to find a 
way to get along with people at any price. Not only did 
you preach that, but you truly practiced it.  People came 
from all over the world to seek your advice and 
encouragement in how to deal with interpersonal issues. 
With your kind smile and communication skills, you 
were able to rebuild marriages, diffuse employer-
employee disputes and settle tensions in communities.  
Most of all, you taught me that when hate comes your 
way from people, push it away and do whatever you can 
to turn it into love. 
 
2. Stand up for what's right. 
As a young man of 22 years of age, my wife and I 
moved to California to serve as Shluchim in Irvine. Full 
of ambition and wanting to change the world (without 
the necessary experience), we held a gala banquet to 
mark our first year there.  We hired two leading 
entertainers – one from the Jewish world and the 
second from the Hollywood world. You were in the 
crowd as the celebration was going full force with 
everybody saluting Chabad's achievements in just one 

3 Epic Rules from Rabbi Gordon, OBM 

short year.  But then the fast-talking Hollywood 
comedian was called up (upset that he went on 
second) and he immediately began delivering an 
off-color routine, unbefitting for the evening. 
Leading rabbis and respected people were in the 
audience and the routine was getting worse by the 
minute.  As a young man, I froze, not knowing 
what to do, when suddenly you, Rabbi Josh, 
emerged from the crowd. You just walked up on 
stage and bravely said, "Ladies and gentlemen, 
let's hear it for Mr. So and So."  At which point, 
the Hollywood star said, "I'm not done."  You 
responded, "Yes, Mr. So and So, you are done!" 
and you gently escorted him off stage.  That 
evening was a life changing experience. It taught 
me what kind of special person you are and it 
taught me to stand up for what's right - regardless 
of the consequences. 
 
3. Think big. 
Rabbi Josh, you were standing at the podium 
during the first Universal Chanukah Walk 
organized under your guidance by your nephew 
Rabbi Yossi Baitelman, the Shaliach of Studio 
City.  I remember thinking, what are you going to 
say to the thousands of people standing in front 
of a 100-foot giant screen displaying Jewish pride. 
You had 2 words to share and teach the public 
about the power of imagination and 
determination. You told everyone to "Think big!"  
This morning, as I stand in front of your 
tombstone reflecting on your life, I know you 
have portrayed exactly that. Your life was big, 
your success was big, your relationships with 
friends, Shluchim and the world was big.  You 
practiced what you preached. Your message then 
was, and still is, the world is here for the taking. 
Make your impact, do it big, bring naches to the 
leader of our generation, the Rebbe.  (reprinted and 
adapted from Collive) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
A friend of ours (Robert Lauderdale) grew up in 
the south where many fried chicken recipes are 
made by dipping the chicken in buttermilk before 
deep frying. The buttermilk neutralizes the fat. 
Obviously we can't do that but a good alternative 
is to dip the chicken in vinegar...same affect. 
Vinegar can be a parve alternative to buttermilk in 
many meat recipes. Now you don't have to throw 
out that Amish or southern cookbook. Just revise 
the recipes.  Alizah Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com 

 
 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“Ask Dr. Yosef” 

Question:  Firstly, I want to tell you that 

your column is very insightful and I learn a lot 
from it so thank you!  I am a single woman 
who frequently joins others at their Shabbos 
meals (which I very much appreciate).  My 
question is what is the appropriate behavior 
according to Torah, being a guest at someone 
else’s home?  Is disagreeing with the hosts 
opinion/politics/Torah, allowed (obviously 
respectfully)? (ex: if he says "midrash is 
fairytales not Torah") Of course I prefer to go 
to people who are more positive and loving 
about Am Yisrael but that would mean many 
Shabbosos staying home alone - which can feel 
lonely. 
Does one need to do what the host says? (ex.: if 
he says you must drink the kiddush wine, even 
after explaining that your own your Rav 
paskened for you otherwise.)  I wonder, am I 
obligated to speak up in defense of Torah or 
not obligated because it’s not my home?!  
Hoping to hear back from you soon!  All the 
best, Confused 

 

Dr. Yosef replies:  First, thank you very 

much for your favorable comments about the 
“Ask Dr. Yosef” column.  I hope I can 
continue to be helpful.   
Regarding the tough questions you presented:  
I must say that I agree with your own insights, 
and certainly where you have consulted with 
your own Rav.   
What can I say that will be supportive to you.  
Primarily, be clear on the fact that you are not 
confused.  Rather you have the “good fortune” 
to be invited to dine with some hosts who are 
sure to bring down great credit form Shamayim 
for the suffering you undergo.  Basically, 
continue what you are doing – if you disagree, 
do it nicely and calmly without getting into 
lengthy confrontations.  Then, having done 
that, just remain quiet.     
Don’t be discouraged.  Your “single” state is 
only temporary.  When you get married, “in a 
good and auspicious hour” you will do things 
differently at your Shabbos table. 
 
Dr. Yosef Halbfinger, Personal, Marriage (Sholom 
Bayis) & Family Issues–English, Hebrew, Yiddish– 
Halachic Advisor:  HaRav Chaim Sholom Deitsch, 
shlita. (02) 571-4532; (0526)-967706 – 131 
HaYehudim, Old City, JM. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Halacha Corner – Mattonos Laevyonim – Each individual is required to give to at least two poor people one gift each on 

Purim day. One who gives to more poor is deserving of praise. ● The Rambam (Hilchos Megillah, 2:16) writes that one should rather increase in the 

amount one gives towards Matttonos Laevyonim, than to increase in Mishloach Monos or Seudas Purim, for there is no greater joy by Hashem than to 

make the hearts of the poor and unfortunates happy. One should take this Halacha into consideration when budgeting their funds for these three 

mitzvos. ● If one is not able to find poor people, they should set the money aside on the day of Purim to distribute at a later date or to mail in the funds 

to the needy. ● Although during the year when one gives Tzedokah, one may check into the matter and see if the person is deserving of Tzedokah, on 

Purim however, since Mattonos L'evyonim has a purpose of creating Purim joy and is not considered as part of the regular Mitzvah of Tzedokah, one 

should give merrily to anyone who asks for it, even if the person is wealthy and even if he is not Jewish. ● Since Mattonos LaEvyonim is not part of 

Tzedokah, one should not give Mattonos LaEvyonim from maaser money (Magen Avrahom 694:1). However, if he wishes to give to more than the 

obligatory two, he may use maaser money for the others. (Nitei Gavriel 5760 edition 66:4) ● Even someone who is poor and is receiving funds from 

tzedokah is required to give Mattonos LaEvyonim. ● Women who will unlikely encounter poor people during the day can ask their husbands to give it 

on their behalf. Likewise, if one is not sure whether they will be able to fulfill the mitzvah on Purim day, they can advance money to their Rabbi or any 

organization that distributes Mattonos LaEvyonim on that day and ask them to distribute on his behalf the money that he advances.  (by Eliezer 

Wenger, OBM, reprinted from www.shmais.com) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The issue of Living Jewish is dedicated for the wedding of Chaya Mushka (Domnitz) and Barry Mellinger 

(UK/Antwerp) on Rosh Chodesh Adar B.  Mazel Tov, Mazel Tov.  May your marriage be a binyan adei ad, an 

everlasting structure, established on the foundation of the Torah and its mitzvos. 
 

 


