
RIPPLE EFFECT
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Nowadays, everything we do is public knowledge. 
Privacy is a thing of the past. The potential for 
chillul Hashem is many times greater—but so is the 
potential for kiddush Hashem.
A chassid from Montreal recently wrote, “Robert 
Davis* is a filmmaker who lives near the chassidish 
neighborhood here, a secular Jew who once made a 
film about going off the derech, portraying frum Jews 
in a very negative light. I met him in a supermarket 
and we struck up a conversation. He has visited me 
for Shabbos, Sukkos, and other occasions. Although 
he is far from frum, he joined a weekly chaburah and 
completely changed his view of religious Jews.”
The writer related that Davis recently forwarded him 
an article by a Modern Orthodox Jew who had moved 
to Williamsburg. When he first arrived, the author 
was afraid to go to shul on Shabbos. Every week 
he read more horror stories about Williamsburg's 
insularity; would he be judged and branded an 
outsider? To his surprise, he was warmly welcomed. 
The mispallelim supplied him with a tallis, siddur, 
and Chumash, found him a seat, and gave him an 
aliyah. After Mussaf, he was invited to a kiddush. 
His new neighbors, the author wrote, had redefined 
hachnassas orchim for him. He had passed judgment 
on them, but the divide had proved insignificant.
Davis forwarded this to his friend, writing, “Great 
story. Very similar to what I experienced with you!”
The next time Robert Davis produces a documentary 
about Orthodox Jews, his work is likely to be a source 
of kiddush Hashem. This chassid, and the mispallelim 
of a Williamsburg shul, deserve the credit.  

THE SPIRIT OF AVRAHAM
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Hashem revealed to Avraham His decision to destroy Sedom and its 
neighbors. It is explicitly stated that He did this because Avraham was 
destined to become the ancestor of the people who would inherit the land.

As an individual, Avraham did not need to be told the reason for the 
destruction. After all, his very life was a contrast to the spirit of Sedom, even 
the way Hashem spoke to him: sitting at the entrance of a tent in the heat of 
the day, on the lookout for weary travelers, pleading with strangers to accept 
his hospitality as though they were doing him a favor. He did not need to be 
commanded to avoid the ways of Sedom. There was no need to warn him.

But it was necessary to warn his descendants. When they inherited the land, 
it was necessary to ensure that Avraham’s children would not become like 
Sedom; to ensure that they never lost sight of the way of Avraham, serving 
Hashem and loving their fellow man; to ensure that their wealth never 
erased the spirit of Avraham from their consciousness. In short, it was 
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There is a mitzvah to mention yetzias Mitzrayim morning and 
night. It is for this reason, we recite Vayomer as part of Shema, as 
the last pasuk mentions yetzias Mitzrayim.

Krias Shema is a suitable opportunity to do so. Just as Shema 
is our declaration that we accept the yoke of Hashem and 
His mitzvos, so too does Vayomer remind us that we became 
Hashem’s servants when He redeemed us from slavery.  

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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necessary to preserve the eternal distinction 
between Avraham and Sedom. For this reason, 
the destruction of Sedom on one hand, and 
Avraham sitting in front of his tent on the other, 
are juxtaposed here in one image, engraved 
forever on the minds of Avraham’s children.

Judaism has often been disparaged: we are 
arrogant, we regard ourselves as the only ones 
Hashem cares about. The bris milah that sets 
us apart has erased any feelings of brotherhood 
for the rest of mankind. We reduce the G-d of 
heaven and earth and of all human souls to a 
G-d of our tribe and our small country alone.

But here sits the first Jew—and where is he 
sitting? Elonei Mamrei. With Aner, Eshkol, 
and Mamrei, who were not anshei briso but 
baalei bris Avraham; as baalei bris, they had 
enlisted him in their alliance. Although he was 
now circumcised, Avraham’s relationship to 
mankind remained unchanged.

Avraham here pursues charity and kindness 
more eagerly than people pursue money. He 
seizes the opportunity to show kindness to his 
fellow man. He involves his wife and his son, 
his entire household, in the fulfillment of the 
mitzvah. He has everything freshly prepared, as 
though he had no other refreshments to offer. 
This is the reception that was given to the first 
three guests of the first circumcised Jew.

This spirit of love for his fellow man became a 
legacy that was bequeathed to his descendants. 
Throughout the generations, even the enemies 
of klal Yisrael have not denied that we possess 
this spirit. Thank G-d, this is one spark of 
Avraham's teachings that has been ignited 
among all of mankind, yet wherever open 
hearts and open hands are needed for universal 
humane purposes, even the disparagers of 
Judaism turn, first of all, to the Jews. 

EARLY TANACH HISTORY
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The first four books of Navi are Yehoshua, Shoftim, Shmuel and Melachim, 
a continuous historical narrative of the period beginning with the Jewish 
people’s entrance to Eretz Yisrael and ending with the destruction of the first 
Beis Hamikdash 850 years later. Although we cannot hope to even summarize 
all that history in these short weekly segments, we can present some of the 
highlights.

Yehoshua led the Jewish nation for 28 years, as both a navi and a general who 
led divinely-commanded wars with the 31 malchei Canaan. He conquered about 
half of the territory. Finally, Hashem told him to leave the remaining conquest 
for his successor and to divide up the entire land, including the areas they had 
yet to conquer, among the various tribes. The remaining wars would be the 
responsibility of each individual tribe.

During the entire period of Yehoshua’s leadership, the people were loyal to the 
commandments of the Torah. The miracles of their experiences during the 
Exodus and matan Torah, and under the leadership of Moshe Rabbeinu, were 
still fresh in their memories. After Yehoshua's death, however, they began to 
deteriorate.

Among the benefits of studying history is learning to imitate the good deeds of 
earlier generations. Perhaps even more important is to avoid repeating their 
mistakes. The time after Yehoshua's death was a crucial point in our history, 
and our people made a fatal blunder that ultimately altered the course of Jewish 
destiny.

The Torah has made it crystal clear, numerous times, that we must not allow 
the idol worshippers of the seven nations to remain in our land, nor may we 
make treaties with them. If we do, the Torah warns us, we will forfeit Hashem's 
assistance in driving them out and will ultimately find ourselves subservient 
to them. Although the inhabitants of the land were offered the choice to leave 
peacefully or accept the sheva mitzvos Bnei Noach, they chose war. It was 
therefore incumbent on each tribe to clean them out, leaving Eretz Yisrael the 
holy place it was always intended to be.

The first perek of Shoftim lists the pockets of nations left alive by each 
tribe, contrary to the explicit command of Hashem. This brought terrible 
consequences for our people, and ultimately ushered in an era of weakness and 
decline.  

FRUIT WISE

Why don't banana-flavored taffies actually taste like bananas?
There are so many kinds of fruit—apples, plums, lemons, grapes, oranges, peaches, 
watermelons. It is incredible that so many varieties are created from the same four basic 
materials: water, air, sunlight, and soil. The most prominent researchers in multimillion-
dollar chemical companies, with all the tools at their disposal, can never create a synthetic 
berry. Using acids, alcohols, and plant extracts, they can try to recreate its taste or smell, but 
have you ever eaten a fruit-flavored candy that actually tasted like a fruit? Yet a plant can not 
make a fruit, but can create it from nothing but sunlight, water, air, and a little soil.  

Adapted from the writings of  Rav Avigdor Miller, zt"l
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