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Moshe was to speak to the people and 

have them make Aharon (the High 
Priests)’s vestments, “to sanctify him, 

that he may minister to Me.” 

The intent was that the clothing would 

help Aharon achieve the higher level of 
holiness to accept the Kehuna, the 

priestly service of HaShem. 

The Sforno comments a few short 

words, “To Sanctify Him: for this shall 
the garments be made.”  

It was not enough that the finished 

garments match the specifications given 
by HaShem.  Rather, the craftsmen (or 

women) making the clothing had to 
have intent that these clothes be able to 

sanctify Aharon. 

HaShem has given human beings a 

special ability to imbue holiness in 
inanimate objects.  We find when Shmuel 

HaNavi’s mother made him a tunic when 
he was three years old, it miraculously 

grew with him and he wore it throughout 
his adult life.   

This was possible only because of the 

purity and intent of his mother.  Chana 
was sewing the tunic so her son might 

serve HaShem and that love of G-d and 
devotion to Him manifested itself in a 

spiritual garment that grew with her son. 

So too, the people making the clothes 

for Aharon and his sons had to be 
focused on serving HaShem and making 

clothing with piety and devotion.  Only 
then would they be fitting for Aharon to 
wear. 

 Thought of the week: 

Want a path to success? 
Suit up; show up; grow up. 

(G:XKTWMw)‰.YL WNHKL WwDQL IRHA YDGB TA WsEW ...BL YMKX LK LA RBDT HTAW‰   
“You shall speak to all who are wise of heart, filled with the spirit of wisdom, that 
they make the clothing for Aharon to sanctify him to serve Me.” (Exodus 28:3) 

Whereas Parshas Terumah discusses the construction of the Mishkan and its vessels, 
Parshas Tetzaveh introduces the human factor, and begins with how the clothing should be 
prepared for Aharon and his sons. 

The stated purpose of the clothing seems to change as the verses progress.  First, Moshe 
is told to bring Aharon close to serve HaShem.  Then it mentions the clothing and says that 
they are for glory and splendor.  Finally, the next posuk (the one quoted above) says that 
the clothing were to be made to sanctify Aharon to serve HaShem. 

So were the clothing for Aharon’s honor or were they to sanctify him somehow?  Though it 
may seem confusing, the progression actually makes a lot of sense. 

When Aharon was to become the Kohain Gadol, HaShem told Moshe to bring him close to 
himself, in other words, to help Aharon be like him.  Moshe was the quintessential servant 
of G-d as the Torah testifies when he passed away.  He wanted Aharon to understand that 
he, too, could be an emissary of the Al-mighty. 

Then came the command to make him clothing for honor and glory.  This was not for 
Aharon’s personal honor but to make him understand and tangibly feel the honor of his 
position.  Just as an esrog is placed in a silver case so the bearer appreciates that this is 
much more than just a fruit, the Kohanim wore special clothing so they realized that as 
servants of G-d and spiritual leaders they had been imbued with special greatness as the 
chosen representatives of HaShem. 

That is when the command states that the clothes were made to sanctify Aharon to serve 
HaShem.  Now that we know the purpose of them was to help Aharon realize the greatness 
of his mission, the clothing could do their job by inspiring him to recognize the greatness 
entrusted to him. 

Klal Yisrael is called an “am kohanim,” a nation of priests.  We each have been given a 
level of greatness and we wear special uniforms that remind us of that greatness which 
comes from the charge we’ve been given to serve HaShem. We dress differently than 
others do, in ways that show the self-respect we have for ourselves as spiritual guides for 
the world. 

The bodies G-d has given us, and the intellect to go with them, are unique and prepared 
especially to help us become sanctified. We further sanctify them through the mitzvos and 
behaving as we should. All these things should serve to make us realize the greatness 
which has been entrusted to us, and the awesome responsibility we thereby bear.  When 
we do that, we will approach the level of Moshe, whose entire existence could be summed 
up with the words, “Servant of G-d.” 

On September 11, 2001, the world was rocked by terrorism, and inspired by heroism.  We 
watched as police officers and firefighters gave up their own lives to save the citizens they had 
vowed to protect.  Many did not return that fateful day. This heroism was not unique though, for 
this same sacrifice goes on every day, all around the world by men and women in uniform. 

An incredulous person once wondered aloud, “How can these officers sacrifice their own lives 
for others?  How can they take this risk at their own peril?” 

A wise soul who understood the nature of leadership and dedication replied, “The question is 
not how they could risk their lives, but rather, how could they not?” 
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