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This week's Parsha, Vayeitzei, opens with Yaakov on his way to his mother's 
brother, Uncle Lavan, to find for himself a wife and to build the seminal Jew-
ish family. Uncle Lavan is a notorious swindler whose daughters are remark-
ably virtuous. Along his way, Yaakov was robbed of everything that he had 
taken with him and was now penniless but full of hope and trust in HaKa-
dosh baruch Hu. Yaakov turns to HaShem with the following deal. “If Ha-
Shem will be with me as I travel along this path and He will protect me and 
provide me with bread to eat and clothing to wear and return me to my fa-
ther's home… then HaShem will be Guide etc” 
 
It is noteworthy that in the Book of Bamidbar the Torah instructs the koha-
nim to bless the Jewish people with the following blessing. “HaShem shall 
bless you and protect you.” 
 
Our Sages explain the order of the blessing is to first be blessed with material 
wealth and then be blessed with HaShem's protection. The purpose of pro-
tection is to insure that the blessing will be of a lasting nature. Why, then 
does our father Yaakov ask for protection first and only then asks for bread 
and clothing? What is there to protect if he does not even have bread and 
clothing? 
 
Our father Yaakov's greatest asset was his integrity. His integrity became part 
of the Jewish genome and continues within the Jewish soul still today. I have 
encountered many individuals who had no previous religious background 
but nevertheless, committed themselves to the observance of Torah on the 
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This week’s Torah portion shows us an exam-
ple of Yaakov’s extraordinary integrity and hon-
esty. The Torah writes how Yaakov “served 
Lavan with all of his strength” (Bereishis 31,6). 
Even though Lavan tried to trick Yaakov out of 
his wages, Yaakov faithfully worked for Lavan, 
and provided him the service that  was  ex-
pected. 

There is a mitzvah to pay someone what is 
owed to them in a timely fashion. (See Sefer 
Hamitzvos Hakatzar Positive 66, Sefer Hamitz-
vos  Hakatzar  Negative  37,  Sefer  Hamitzvos 
Hakatzar Negative 38  Sefer Chareidim 16-25) 

When we pay our bills, we are not simply do-
ing a perfunctory act. We are doing a holy 
mitzvah that connects us to Hashem that is no 
different  than  hearing  the  shofar  on  Rosh 
Hashana. We should have this in mind when 
we pay our bills. 

This leads us to the following question. 

Yoni wanted to buy some wine and liquor for a 
family Purim celebration. He looked up a liq-
uor store online. He saw that they had prices 
listed as cheap as $10 a bottle. Yoni called the 
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number. After the receptionist answered, Yoni said 
“Hi I would like to order one Jack Daniels, one 
Manischewitz,  and one  Muscato”.  He gave his 
credit card info, and the receptionist politely said 
his order will arrive in a few days.   
 
A few days later Yoni came home from work and 
saw an enormous box on his porch. Opening it up 
he saw that inside was three cases of 20 bottles 
each. He had an entire case of Jack Daniels, Manis-
chewitz, and Muscato, when he only wanted 3 
bottles. 
 
Yoni called the store and said he only wanted one 
bottle of each not one case of each. The reception-
ist sympathetically replied that they are a wholesale 
liquor vendor, and when someone asks for one Jack 
Daniels, it means one case of Jack Daniels.    
 
The receptionist said “we are happy to offer you a 
refund on the order, but we won’t be able to refund 
the UPS cost of 150 dollars”. 
 
Yoni was happy that they would return most of his 
money. He acknowledged to himself that it was his 
error and he should have been more careful about 
the  details  before  ordering.  But  he  specifically 
asked for “One Jack Daniels etc.”. He therefore 
wanted them to refund the shipping cost as well. 
 
According to the Torah, who has to pay the shipping? 
 
On one side he asked for one of each, and the receptionist did-
n’t send him one of each, but a case of each. On the other 
hand, the receptionist was used to processing orders of cases, 
not individual bottles.  Who do you think is correct? 
 
See Chashukei Chemed Megilla page 150 
 
ANSWER TO LAST WEEK’S QUESTION 
 
Rav Zilberstein said that the son is correct and they should get 
an independent and objective doctor. 
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basis of their intellectual integrity. To make such a com-
mitment requires an ironclad sense of integrity. 
 
The pressures of providing for a family can be overbearing. 
Many people who before these pressures were borne were 
upstanding honest people who would never consider hurt-
ing another person. However, once they were placed un-
der the overbearing weight of providing livelihood for their 
families their integrity wavered. 
 
A person's moral compass becomes compromised when 
his basic needs are not met.   
When Yaakov requested that HaShem protect him along 
his path he was not asking that his material wealth be pro-
tected; he had no wealth. He was asking that HaShem pro-
tect him from losing or compromising his moral wealth. 
Although Yaakov had an abundance of moral  strength 
growing up in the home of his righteous father and mother 

and in the environment of their home, he nevertheless realized the mortal danger that his path presented. He was 
about to marry the daughter of Lavan the swindler. He was about to raise a family in that awful morally bankrupt 
society. Yaakov's biggest concern was that his moral compass be protected. 
 
For this reason Yaakov asks for HaShem's protection first and only after that does he ask for bread and clothing. If 
he were to embark on obtaining his needs before the protection of his moral compass it may be too late. 
 
How fortunate we are to have this wonderful document in which so many valuable lessons are taught to us by our 
forefathers from thousands of years ago! 
 
Have a wonderful Shabbos. 
 
Paysach Diskind 



   

  

SHABBOS: CELEBRATING HASHEM’S CREATION 
PALM SWIFT 

 The palm swift lives in Africa and with its long and narrow wings can fly 70 miles per 
hour. It flies as much as a mile high in the sky eating bugs flying in the air. A sensitive 
barometer is in its brain, and it can know when storms are approaching. When that hap-
pens, it will fly at right angles to the storm and thus avoid it. 
 
The palm swift only lands on trees or buildings, never on the ground. With its weak legs, 
it would have to climb a tree to take off! 
 
This swift builds its nest in the sand palm tree. Using sticky saliva, it glues some of its 
feathers to the back side of a palm leaf. Then it lays its eggs, catches them and glues 
them to the feathers! What a strange nest; always on the verge of falling to the ground, 
but never doing so. Next, the bird  climbs onto the leaf! Digging its claws into the palm 
leaf, it covers the eggs with its body and incubates them. 
 
Researchers trying to figure out this strange procedure, decided that the wind blowing 
the palm leaves back and forth, substitutes for turning the eggs! After 19 days, the eggs 
hatch. But now, more problems! The emerging babies will fall out of the nest! But no, 
instead, each of the tiny chicks digs its claws into the leaf and hangs on! Although each 
baby is born with weak legs, it has strong claws. The parents feed them for a week, and 
then the babies crawl to the stem of the leaf where they are fed a couple more weeks. 
Then they fly away. 
 
Even the Palm Swift gets whatever it needs to survive! 
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   “STERNEVITCH” 
News of the Brisker Rav’s arrival in Switzerland spread quickly, and many peo-
ple came to see him; some to ask his advice and others just to be in his pres-
ence. One of his visitors, a local Jew, came to ask the Rav a question. After 
giving his answer, the Brisker Rav asked him his name. ”Sternevitch,” he re-
sponded. "Sternevitch?" asked the Brisker Rav. His face changed completely. 
”Did you live in such-and-such a town before the war?” “Perhaps,” the Brisker 
Rav continued, “one of your relatives lived there?" "Yes," the visitor answered. “I 
had a cousin with the same name, and he lived in that town.” The Brisker Rav’s 
face lit up, and he quickly called his host, Reb Wolf Rosengarten. “Reb Wolf, 
we have to make a seudah! I have found Sternevitch!” Seeing the perplexed 
expressions on the faces of those present, the Brisker Rav explained. 
 
“Toward the end of 5699 (1939), when the war began, we were stranded in 
Krenitze, the resort town where I would go every year for vacation at the end of 
the summer. The war front was approaching and everyone was escaping from 
the area. As we began our flight, I realized I didn't have enough money to con-
tinue the journey. My son suggested that we stop in a local village and ask 
members of the local Jewish community for a loan. I, on the other hand, thought 
there was no need for this. I was sure Hashem would send us help where we 
were and there was no need to make extra efforts. ‘Before our train would ar-
rive, the money would be there! “And indeed, through Divine intervention, a 
Jew approached us, and when he heard about our predicament, he lent us the 
money we needed. We asked his name, and he told us, ‘Sternevitch, from such-
and-such place’.I told him that as soon as we arrived home, we would send him 
his money. At that point no one knew the scope of the war and the extent of the 
destruction that was about to descend upon Europe. The Brisker Rav assumed 
that after some time he would return to his home in Brisk and from there he 
would send the payment to this good-hearted person. Of course, this was not to 
be: the Brisker Rav never returned to Brisk. 
 
"From the day I arrived in Eretz Yisrael until today, fifteen years have passed, 
and I've had no rest over this debt,” the Brisker Rav continued. "Every time a 
guest comes to my house from anywhere in the world, I ask him if he knows a 
family by the name of Sternevitch. I've even attempted to locate a list of the 
survivors of that town and where they settled after the war, but all my efforts 
proved futile. “And so, I continued my search, the matter being extremely dis-
tressing to me. I lost much sleep thinking about the loan: how will I face the 
Heavenly Court with an unpaid debt on my ledger? 
 
Now, finally, I have found a relative of that Jew who took care of me in my time 
of trouble, and after all the distress I've experienced, the opportunity has finally 
come to fulfill the mitzvah of paying off this debt that has worried me so — how 
can I not be ecstatic?” 
 
The astonished guest related to the Brisker Rav that his uncle and entire family 
had been killed in the Holocaust? He was the last Sternevitch. “In that case,” 
Maran declared, ”You are the heir”. He immediately calculated the sum of the 
old loan and the debt was paid in full. 
 
From The Brisker Rav Volume Three page 458 By R’ Shimon Yosef Meller, Pub-
lished by Feldheim 
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Dear Friends. In just a few weeks we will  IY”H complete our first cycle of TableTalk. We plan to publish a 
glossy color book with the complete set of TableTalk. If you would like to sponsor the upcoming book in 
memory of a loved one, please speak to Rabbi Diskind at  paysach@achim.org 

TABLETALK BOOK 


