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פרשת חיי שרה

Signs and wonders: the real test to find Yitzchak’s wife
And she descended to the spring and filled her 

bucket... Bereishis 24:16
All the women filled up from the spring, but as soon 

as Rivkah was within sight of the water, the water rose 
to her bucket Bereishis Rabbah 60:5

Eliezer believed in various omens and signs to 
ascertain whether or not any given girl would be 
the one for Yitzchak. Indeed, the Gemara1 debates 
whether this was considered nichush - the forbidden 
use of omens. Yet if Eliezer was witness to the miracle 
of water rising to meet Rivkah why did he need any 
further proof that she was the one?

The omens Eliezer made up did not stand alone; 
they were preceded by tefillah. Eliezer first had to be 
assured that he would have Divine assistance and 
that the omens would be fulfilled by Hashem; he 
davened for this. His tefillos being answered is much 
greater than any miracle. Omens, signs and wonders 
can be philosophically inconclusive; we don’t know 
their purpose or full source. Moreover, wonders and 
miracles are not always symptomatic of the spiritual 
level of their recipients. In contrast, tefillah does reflect 
our level, it ascertains a clear Source, and provides 
purpose and direction. Thus, Eliezer preferred tefillah 
to the miracle of the water rising to greet Rivkah. 

It is said of the Chofetz Chaim that in his later 
years he attended a Rabbinic conference in Warsaw2. 
In attendance were many great Chassidishe Rebbes 
and their sons and attendants. On motzai shabbos 
they made a grand melave malka, at which each told 
a story of how their Rebbe had performed wonders 
and miracles. The son of the Chofetz Chaim kept quiet, 
until he was finally asked what about your father. He 
replied ‘it is wonderful that your Rebbes can all perform 
wonders; ‘a tzadik makes a decree and Hashem fulfils 
it.’ But my father fully bends to the word of Hashem - 
he does everything he can to fulfil everything Hashem 
has commanded to do. Thus, for my father it is a 

case of ‘Hashem decrees and a tzadik fulfils.’ He was 
teaching the lesson that miracles and wonders are 
not the yardstick with which a person is measured. 
Hashem can perform wonders - we have no doubt of 
that - but our task is to perform our mini-wonders; to 
extend ourselves beyond our ordinary capacities or 
expectations. Can we perform our own wonders in 
bringing out the potential within our own lives? That 
is our mission. Our emunah is not based on miracles3, 
nor are miracles the measure of a person’s greatness.

There is another angle to Eliezer’s quest. Only after 
all the camels have been given water does Eliezer 
give over the gifts to Rivkah (Bereishis 24:22). If the 
fitting attribute for a wife for Yitzchak was the middah 
of chessed, why wait until the last drop of water had 
been drunk - surely Eliezer saw that Rivkah excelled 
in chessed once she began giving all the camels? 

The answer is the Gemara’s observation that even 
birds recognise stinginess (Sotah 38b). Even animals 
can have a sense of when people are doing things for 
their own self-interest and not out of altruism or to 
reflect Higher values. For this reason, they sometimes 
do not follow the bait that has been put out to trap them. 

Eliezer realised that the real test of the quality of 
Rivkah’s chessed would be whether all the camels 
drank the water she gave to them. Any lack of 
compassion or sincerity would have been felt by the 
camels and would have resulted in a refusal to drink 
all the water. Therefore, only once all the water was 
finished was he sure that she had passed his test - 
that her chessed was wholesome.

Our lesson is not only to focus on the quantity of 
our actions of chessed, but also on the quality and 
wholeheartedness of our chessed too.
1  Chullin 95a

2  This story can be found in Sefer Chofetz Chaim, chayav upo’alo, perek 32

3  See Rambam hilchos Yesodei Hatorah 8:1, see also Drashos Ha’Ran
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1. What was the last nisayon of Avraham?

SEDRA 
SUMMARY
Thank you to Chabad.org

Chayei Sarah 
-This World

In this Parsha we read about the deaths of 
not only Sarah Imeinu, but Avraham Avinu as 
well. The language in which the Torah describes 
Avraham’s death is the basis for a thesis that R’ 
Hirsch mentions in his commentary on the Parsha, 
but develops in greater detail in an essay (to be 
found in vol. 9 of R’ Hirsch’s collected writings) 
that he wrote in response to a specific attack on 
Judaism made by a Christian. 

To be Gathered Back
In his own essay, this Christian claim that the 

Tanach is incomplete, as there is no mention of 
the afterlife, of transcending this world, in the Old 
Testament. Therefore the New Testament is needed 
in order to complete the scriptures and add the 
crucial idea that there is an all-important afterlife, 
as every good Christian knows. In response, R’ 
Hirsch says that the Torah actually does mention 
the afterlife indirectly, so the premise of the attack 
is not completely correct. Nevertheless, there is 
a valid point to be investigated here. Why does 
Tanach not emphasize the afterlife? Would it not 
be a comfort for the bereaved, and have a soothing 
effect on the ever-present fear of death?

The Torah says about Avraham after he dies: 
 .”and he was gathered to his people“ ,”ויאסף אל עמיו“
This cannot mean simply that he was buried with 
his forefathers, says R’ Hirsch, because the burial 
is described afterwards. R’ Hirsch notes that ויאסף 
is always used in the context of being returned or 
readmitted to something which one has previously 
left or been expelled from. For example, in the case 
of Miriam the word is used for her return to the 
camp after having been excluded from it for the 
duration of her being afflicted with צרעת. So we see 
the Torah describing Avraham’s death as a return 
to something. This would be the transcendent 
world from whence we came, and to which we all 
must return. 

To Elevate the Mundane, 
Not Escape it

But R’ Hirsch does not rest the point here, by 
merely saying that there are indirect hints at the 

existence of the afterlife. He says that this point is 
considered somewhat self-evident in the Torah’s 
mind-set. 

This leads us to a fundamental point about our 
heritage. The Torah is teaching us something by 
avoiding direct references to the afterlife. It is to 
steer us away from an error of over-emphasis on 
the purely transcendental. Death and bereavement 
are a part of life, but not the focus of it. Instead, 
Judaism focuses heavily on this life and this world. 
The work of the spiritually minded Jew is not to 
run away from the world, pine for a purely non-
physical existence, and create for himself a life that 
imitates such a non-existence as much as possible, 
but to live a normal physical life in an elevated 
way. Not to run away from the world to G-d, but 
to bring G-d down into the world. As R’ Hirsch 
puts it: “A Jew does not dedicate himself to G-d for 
what G-d can do for him, but because of who G-d 
is”. There is work to be done for its own sake, for 
the inherently valuable goal of bringing G-d down 
into the world, and not just for the goal of winning 
rewards for ourselves in the afterlife. The Jew is 
more concerned with making this world a more 
sacred and valuable place today, than the personal 
gain in the afterlife. 

This concept it especially vivid in the forefather 
about which this passage is written. Avraham 
Avinu was the paradigm of Chessed, loving-
kindness. He strove to make this world a better 
place, one guest at a time. He did not find G-d, 
being the first person in generations to recognise a 
monotheistic Creator, and then proceed to seclude 
himself forevermore, lest he come in contact with 
anything unG-dly or profane. Quite the contrary - 
he tried to bring G-dliness to everyone around him. 

For us, in our everyday lives, this concept can 
be brought to light through Chessed and Tzedaka. 
By bringing relief and help to people in need, and 
spreading the Torah’s values throughout our 
nation, we can take our step in the path which 
Avraham Avinu began. 

Sarah dies at age 127 
and is buried in the 
Meoras HaMachpelah 

in Chevron, which Avraham 
purchases from Ephron the 
chittite for four hundred 
shekels of silver.

Avraham’s servant Eliezer 
is sent, laden with gifts, to 
Charan, to find a wife for 
Yitzchak. At the village well, 
Eliezer asks Hashem for a sign: 
when the maidens come to 
the well, he will ask for some 
water to drink; the woman who 
will offer to give his camels to 
drink as well shall be the one 
destined for his master’s son.

Rivka, the daughter of 
Avraham’s nephew Besuel, 
appears at the well and passes 
the “test.” Eliezer is invited to 
their home, where he repeats 
the story of the day’s events. 
Rivka returns with Eliezer to 
the land of Canaan, where 
they encounter Yitzchak 
davening in the field. Yitzchak 
marries Rivka, loves her, and is 
comforted over the loss of his 
mother.

Avraham takes a new wife, 
Keturah (Hagar), and fathers six 
additional sons, but Yitzchak 
is designated as his only heir. 
Avraham dies at age 175 and 
is buried beside Sarah by his 
two eldest sons, Yitzchak and 
Yishmael.

Rabbi Simmy Lerner
Newly appointed JLE Campus Educator;  
Author, ‘The Rav Hirsch Podcast’ (ravhirsch.org)
The Author can be contacted at Rabbilerner@jle.org.uk
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2. Why is it called Maaras Hamachpelah?
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“A Means to an End”
Burial, Shivah and the end of life are fascinatingly a topic that few of us ever really 
care to discuss. As we age, we ignore the reality that one day we will have to make 
serious decisions for some of the people we love and are close to us. If we wait until the 
last minute to make these far-reaching decisions they become even more difficult and 
many times more costly. 

A superficial reading of the beginning 
of Chayei Sarah may lead one to incorrectly 
conclude that Avraham also waited until the 
last minute. However, one need only glance 
back to Parshas Lech Lecha and the story of 
the Bris Bein HaBesarim to see that this is not 
the case. Avraham asks Hashem, after being 
promised Eretz Yisrael, ‘how will I know I am 
to take possession of it?’ Rabbi Shimshon 
Raphael Hirsch explains using Hashem’s 
response to Avraham, ‘You shall surely know 
that your seed shall be strangers in a land not 
theirs…’ that he will not possess the land and 
neither will his immediate offspring. Only after 
three generations of slavery and suffering will 
Avraham’s descendants be fit to possess and 
live in the land. 

Avraham is a wanderer as he himself makes 
clear at the beginning of the Parsha, calling 
himself גר ותושב, one who does not live on his 
own land and has no rights in that land. As 
Rabbi Hirsch clearly writes, with all the great 
wealth that Avraham had amassed and in all 
the time that Avraham lived in Eretz Yisrael, he 
never bought even one square foot. Only when 
it comes time to bury Sarah in an everlasting 

and permanent burial site does he finally seek 
an אחוזה, a permanent purchase that will be 
passed on to his descendants. It is fascinating 
that the first bond Avraham and the Jewish 
people have to Eretz Yisrael is through the 
burial of Sarah. The first possession of the 
land is solely for performing the mitzvah of 
 This provides us with an incredible .קבורת המת
understanding of how we as Jews are to relate 
to the Land of Israel. A few years ago I was 
sitting with a wealthy friend of mine and his 
family. The eldest child had just returned 
home from a baseball game. His father asked 
him if there was any money left over from 
what he had given him for the game. He said 
there was $20 left and my friend put out his 
hand and asked for the money. Surprised, his 
son began to complain about how frugal his 
father was and that he had plenty of friends 
with less money but they drove nicer cars and 
were not as cheap as his father. In the middle 
of the heated discussion that ensued my friend 
turned to his son with the $20 bill raised in his 
hand and asked him, ‘Do you know what this 
is?’ After he answered my friend looked at him 
and said, ‘it’s a tool’. Money is nothing more 
than a tool or a means to an end. 

Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch in his 
classic work Horeb when writing about the 
duties of the subject and of the citizen, drives 
this point home asserting ‘possession of the 
land and the organising of the State for the 
Jewish people was not an end but a means 
to the better fulfilment of their Jewish duties.’ 
Having a Jewish State was for the better 
fulfilment of the Torah. For the past 2000 years 
Jews have davened towards Yerushalayim; 
sitting around Pesach Sedarim we speak of 
Next Year in Jerusalem, shuls in Poland are 
filled with murals of different places in Israel 
on their walls. Jews throughout the long 
exile have risked everything to return and 
even Moshe himself continually davened to 
Hashem just to enter Eretz Yisrael. As we all 
know there is something special about Eretz 
Yisrael, and the level of Avodas Hashem that 
can be achieved there cannot be achieved 
anywhere else in the world. Just as the $20 
bill serves as a means to an end so too Eretz 
Yisrael is a means to help Jews individually 
and collectively achieve their ultimate spiritual 
goals.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Don't speak unless you can improve the silence

Parshah

This page is sponsored by Federation
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Rabbi Dovid Hodges
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The author can be contacted at dovid.hodges@federation.org.uk
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3. How long should have Avraham lived for?

The Numbers Just 
Don’t Tally Up!
The Midrash on the Pasuk ולבכתה לשרה  לספוד  אברהם   And Avraham came to eulogise‘ ויבא 
Sarah and to cry for her’ asks from where did Avraham come? The Midrash quotes R’ 
Levi who explains from burying his father Terach he came to Sarah. 

This statement is very puzzling as we 
know from P’ Noach that Terach gave birth 
to Avraham when he was 70 and died at the 
age of 205 which means that Avraham was 
135 when Terach died. Avraham was 10 years 
older than Sarah, hence at Sarah’s death who 
died when she was 127 Avraham was 137 
years old. This means that Terach must have 
died 2 years prior to Sarah’s death so how 
can R’ Levi suggest that Avraham came from 
burying his father Terach to Sarah?

The question is so powerful that R’ Yose 
the tanna himself challenged R’ Levi on this 
and the Midrash quotes R’ Yose who for this 
reason that the numbers don’t add up argued 
with R’ Levi and said the famous explanation 
which Rashi quotes, that Avraham came from 
Mount Moriah and Sarah died from the shock, 
hence the juxtaposition of the Parsha of the 
Akeida to this week’s Parsha.

The Meforshim try to defend R’ Levi’s 
explanation but their explanations do not 
justify the power of the question. I feel that 
there is only one solution, to go back to parshas 
Noach and see if it is possible to challenge 
the assumption of R’ Yose and to calculate 
the years in a different way. The Pasuk says 
 ,ויחי תרח שבעים שנה ויולד את אברם את נחור ואת הרן

‘And Terach was 70 years old and he gave birth 
to Avram, Nachor and Haran’. The Pasuk is 
very difficult as since they weren’t triplets how 
was it possible to be 70 years old when all 3 
sons were born? The simple and traditional 
explanation is that the births started when 
he was 70, i.e. Avram was born at 70 followed 
by Nachor some months later followed by 
Haran. However the Or Hachaim at the end 
of Parshas Noach has a novel approach and 
assumes that Avram was indeed born 2 years 
prior to Terach being 70 and at the age of 70 
Terach had finished giving birth to his 3 sons 
which would come out that Terach was only 
68 years older than Avram and not 70 years 
older as generally assumed!

If this is true the explanation of R’ Levi fits 
like a glove, as Avram was 137 years old when 
Terach died so Terach and Sarah died at the 
same time, therefore it would make perfect 
sense for R’ Levi to explain that Avram came 
to Sarah from burying Terach.

There are 3 possible ways to understand 
R’ Yose, i) that he agrees in principle to the 
Or Hachaim but he held that Avram was the 
youngest but mentioned first because he was 
the greatest (see Sanhedrin 69b), ii) that he 
held like Rashi in last week’s sedra that they 

weren’t all from the same mother and therefore 
all of them could’ve been born when Terach 
was 70 years old, iii) that he understood the 
Pasuk in the traditional way that the births 
started when Terach was 70 years old.

However we can prove that the 3rd 
possibility is the only true way to understand 
R’ Yose since he compiled the Seder Olam 
(Yevamos 82b and Nidah 46b) and in the 2nd 
Perek of Seder Oilam R’ Yose says clearly that 
Avraham was the oldest and that there were 
two years between Avraham and Haran (a year 
between each brother) which means they must 
have been born from the same mother, so we 
are compelled to say that he understood the 
Pasuk in Parshas Noach the simple way that 
the births started when Terach was 70 years 
old, Q. E. D.

The Shaarei Teshuva writes in Siman 290 
in the name of the Arizal that the juxtaposition 
of honouring parents and keeping shabbos 
is to teach us that if one thinks of chidushim 
on Shabbos then one’s deceased parents are 
given special crowns in Gan Eden. As these 
are chidushim from last Shabbos may they be 
an iluy neshomo for my late mother o.h.

Parshah
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ANSWER FROM LAST WEEK 
Yerushalayim. The Torah (Perek 22 Possuk 14) refers to the place 
where the actual Akeidoh occurred as Yeroeh. However in last 
week's Parsha (Perek 14 Possuk 18) there is a reference to Malki-
Tzedek the king of Sholem which was his name for the same place. 

The Medrash Rabbah Parshas Vayeroh (Parsha 56:10) says that 
Hashem Kaveyochol was in a quandary regarding what to call the 
place since He did not want to upset either of the two Gedolim. 
So He made a Peshoro (compromise) and stuck the two names 
together to make Yerushalayim.

It is interesting to note that Hashem used Avrohom Ovinu’s name 
first and stuck Shem’s name on to it, and not the other way 
around.In Sefer Shoftim (Perek 19 Possuk 10) Yerushalayim is 
referred to as Yevus a name given to it by the Seven Nations when 
they were living there before Bnei Yisroel conquered it.

Pa
r

sh
a

 
r

id
d

le

Thank you to  
Boruch Kahan 
bkahan47@yahoo.co.uk

QUESTION 
Without looking in a Chumash how many 
times does the name Eliezer appear in this 
week's Parsha?

Now after looking in a Chumash…
How many different ways does the Torah refer 

to Eliezer, and how many times altogether is the 
name Eliezer mentioned in Chayei Soroh, and in 
the previous two Parshas?

Clue: Get a Chumash and work through the Parshios. You will 
probably be very surprised by what you find.

FIND THE ANSWER IN NEXT WEEK'S ONEG
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4. What characteristic was Eliezer looking for in a wife for Yitzchak and why?

NOLI RESPICERE

J
uxtaposition demands explanation. We 
are informed of the death of Sarah in 
the wake of the Akeidas Yitzchak. The 
Medrash narrates what occurred: [Then] 

Satan visited Sarah in the guise of Yitzchak. 
When she saw him, she asked: “What did your 
father do to you, my son?” He replied: “My father 
led me over mountains …. If Hashem, had not 
called out, ‘Do not lay thy hand upon the lad,’ I 
would have been slaughtered.” He had barely 
completed relating what had transpired when she 
fainted and died. 

Woah…Rewind! Satan??? The guy who 
spent the last few days attempting to dissuade 
Avraham from executing Hashem’s command to 
offer up his son- and failed? The guy who did 
all in his power to place obstacles in the path 
leading to the mountain that it was to occur 
at, in a continued effort to prevent the convoy 
from reaching Mt. Moriah? The guy who finally 
resorted to reasoning with Yitzchak as to the 
senility of his dear old father, in one final attempt 
to prevent the Akeidah from materializing? 
What is he still doing in the picture? Even if the 
event hasn’t actually transpired just yet, there’s 
no way that Avraham will hear of the evil that 
has befallen his wife for quite some time- texting 
hasn’t been invented yet [and besides, the region 
was notorious for having poor connectivity.] 

Avraham:10 Satan:0

Pray tell, what is it that he’s trying to 
accomplish in his voracious and incessant 
tries to cripple this tenth trial- it’s too late?!! 
Is there nobody that can offer him his long 
overdue vacation (reward for successfully 
failing to stymie our first forefather’s growth)? 
Seriously???!

Have you ever done a favour, and later 
regretted it?

You’re standing in a queue waiting to check 
out. A lady stands behind you grasping her two 
young screaming children. Seeing her weary, 
worn-out look you gracefully offer her your place 
in line. She readily accepts. After you check-out (a 
few minutes later) you head over to the bank next 
door to make a deposit right before they close. 
The doors lock moments before you get there. The 
employee gives you the “I’m sorry, but it’s already 
5:01” shrug through the glass and walks away. 
You recognize that those few extra minutes in the 
grocery cost you colossally. Do you regret it?

Every night we pray that Hashem “Ve’hosair 
satan milfoneinu u’meiachreinu-remove the Satan 
from before us, and behind us.” Consistently we 

encounter trial and tribulation, that’s the 
Satan “before us”. But to what do we refer 
in the Satan “behind us”? 

All too often in life, our good deeds 
come to “haunt” us. We suffer some type of 
backlash, or things just don’t go as planned. 
Subsequently, we wish we’d never done it.

Giving is meant to shape us- help us 
transcend our selfish selves and be more 
like Hashem. Our commencement is with 
the best of intentions- we truly want to 
help another. If we regret it however, the 
inverse is accomplished. We indoctrinate 
ourselves into believing that our best path 
to success lies in ignoring the plight of 
others. We ensure that we never make 
the same “mistake”. What began as a 
worthy endeavour, turns rancid, but more 
tectonically turns us rancid. That’s the 
Satan that is behind us- after we’ve done a 
mitzvah, after we’ve done some wonderful 
accomplishment, we need make certain to 
never turn our backs on it.

We once lent our apartment to friends 
while we went abroad for vacation. Upon our 
return, we identified a strong fetid smell in 
the stairwell that only got stronger as we got 
closer to our apartment. As we unlocked the 
door following our month-long absence, we 
were barely able to breathe through the stench. 
As we opened the windows, we searched for 
the dead carcass that must be producing this 
terrible odour. Quickly we ascertained there 
was no carcass- our chest freezer was the 
culprit. Our guests had mistakenly unplugged 
it. The fumes of a dozen no-longer-frozen 
chickens, kilos of ground turkey, meat and 
more wafted through the room as I opened 
the door. Feasting on their deadly remains 
were a myriad of maggots. We emptied it out, 
never told them, and just forgave it all. Six 
months later, as we triple bagged everything 
that went in the freezer after a multiplicity 
of attempts to rid the smell, we were still 
working on ourselves to never rue the favour 
we had done a friend. 

Avraham has just climbed the apex. In 
passing the Tenth Trial he has created the 
beginnings of an eternal nation. But only if 
he can walk away and never turn his back 
on it, is anything solidified. Satan’s last-
stand is his best one yet.

Avraham succeeds.

A nation is born.

Rabbi  
Yaakov Rubin
The Jerusalem Kolel
The Author can be contacted at  jdrubin26@gmail.com
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On his recent trip to 
London, Rabbi Paysach 
Krohn suggested that we 

all greet our fellow 
Jew because 

you make 
them feel 

special.

See
Miracles
In
Life
Every 
Day

When walking on the 
street on Shabbos, 
say Good Shabbos (or 
Good Yom Tov) to all of 
your fellow brothers & 
sisters.
It doesn’t matter if the 
recipient doesn’t respond, 
if you don’t like that 
person or in a rush, it 
doesn’t hurt to greet 
someone.

Good Shabbos

גוט שבת

שבת שלום
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5. Did Avraham have any daughters and why?

 ANSWERS
1. Most commentaries hold that the last of the ten trials of Avraham was 

the Akeida. However, Rabbeinu Yona (Pirkei Avos, 5:3) says that the last 
one is found at the beginning of Parshas Chayei Sarah where Avraham 
needs to sort out the burial arrangements for Sarah and pay an exorbitant 
amount without questioning Hashem.

2. It literally means a double cave. The Gemora (Eruvin 53a) brings two 
opinions how it looked. Either one cave inside another or one cave in 
front of another.

3. All the three Avos should have lived to the age of 180. Avraham died at 
175, five years earlier, so that he should not see Esav go astray (Rashi, 
25:30). Yitzchak died at 180 (35:28). Yakov died at 147. 33 years were 
taken away from him (See Daas Zekeinim to 47:8).

4. The midda of kindness. Perhaps because Yitzchak was the midda of 
gevura, strict justice, therefore he required a wife of kindness to balance 
it.

5. The Ramban (24:1) brings different opinions. Some say he had a 
daughter and this was a blessing and others say it was a blessing not to 
have a daughter. Why? Since a woman marries and becomes part of 
her husband's family, she would have to marry someone from the other 
nations.

6. See the end of Parshas Vayeira. She was born soon after the Akedia (see 
Rashi, 22:20). Avraham had a brother, Nachor, who married his niece 
(Haran’s daughter) Milka (Sarah’s sister). She had a son Besuel who had 
Rivka.

An Idol Worshipping Wife?
There is a vort from Rav Elya Lopian zt”l that I consider to be a mitzvah to publicise. 
Avraham Avinu sent his loyal servant, Eliezer to find a wife for Yitzchak, who was 
destined to continue the building of the Jewish people. Eliezer reached the well outside 
Nachor and prayed to Hashem that ‘The girl who I will ask for a drink and she gives me 
and all my camels to drink, You have shown me is the destined match for Yitzchak.’ To 
his astonishment, Rivkah suddenly appears and fulfills exactly everything he had just 
prayed for. She ran to give him to drink and then ran back and forth to draw water for 
the camels. Immediately Eliezer gives her jewellery for the engagement. Only then he 
asks her who she was and follows her home to receive affirmation from her parents.

One can only be baffled by Eliezer. 
Certainly, Rivkah displayed tremendous 
kindliness and good middos, suitable for the 
house of Avraham, the Master of chessed. Yet 
despite the fact that Rivkah was born and grew 
up in a family and culture of idol worshippers, 
he did not ask her even one question about 
herself. He did not check her moral values 
or hashkafos. Surely he should suspect that 
a girl brought up in such a culture may very 
well have been corrupted by their false ideals 
and values. How could he risk handing over 
the continuation of the Jewish people to the 
hands of a girl whose values might be the 
exact antithesis of everything that Avraham 
Avinu lived for?

We learn from here, writes Rav Elya “a 
fundamental principle and an incredible 
chiddush”. The ultimate goal and the greatest 
pinnacle that a person must strive for is yiras 
shomayim – the clarity and awareness of 
Hashem’s Presence and His interaction in 
his life which leads to one humbling himself 
before Hashem and living a life of Torah and 
mitzvos. However, who has the ability to 

reach such greatness? Only someone who has 
good middos! Even someone who is currently 
lacking in yiras shomayim, so much so that 
they have sunk even to idol worship, if they 
have good middos have the tools and the 
capability to gain it and reach perfection. But, 
with bad middos, writes Rav Elya, “all his toil 
in avodas Hashem will be for nothing.” 

In a similar vein, Rav Chaim Vital writes 
that the middos are not part of the 613 mitzvos 
because there are prerequisites that one must 
have before being able to do them. They are 
the building blocks of the person, that once 
he has acquired them he can “easily fulfil all 
the mitzvos.”

The reason why this is true is beyond 
the scope of this column, however, we must 
understand and teach our children and 
talmidim the tremendous importance of good 
middos. 

When I first began yeshiva, my Rebbe, Rav 
Aryeh Rotman shlita advised the bochurim 
who were dating to check out in their date 
90% middos and 10% yiras shomayim. A 

couple of years later he had changed the ratio 
to 95:5. When I began dating it was up to 99:1 
and after that he said to look for 99.5:0.5 and 
added with a smile, “and I’m not sure about 
the last half percent either!” Marriage has 
been coined the “middos workshop” and so 
good middos top the list of priorities to look 
for, way beyond some of the almost irrelevant 
details that people get caught up with in the 
shidduchim world.

This does not mean that yiras shomayim 
is unimportant. On the contrary, nowadays 
especially we must be extra careful about the 
hashkafos and ideologies we are exposed to. It 
also does not mean that we should send our 
kids to etiquette school before teaching them 
Torah. However, it does oblige us to expend 
extra time and energy inculcating the ideals 
of being sensitive to others, caring, sharing, 
kindliness, humility etc. The best way to teach 
is by self-example and if we make an extra 
effort to improve our bein adam lechaveiro, we 
will merit having children who walk proudly in 
the footsteps of Avraham Avinu.

Parshah

Rabbi 
Avrohom Tabor
Yeshivas Imrei Bina;  
Author of '100 Amos High'

To obtain the sefer  
“100 Amos High”  

or the series of shiurim based 
on the sefer, please email 

taboravrohom@gmail.com
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6. When was Rivka born and how was she family to Yitzchak? 

         Rachel Charitable Trust    

Chayei Soroh –  
at Ground Zero

It was 3 a.m. on the fourth day of the war - the Rabbi was exhausted. 

The previous 24 hours had been the most momentous of his whole life – the day that 
he blew shofar at the Kosel Maaravi, heralding the capture of Yerushalayim and the Har Habayis. But now Army Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren had 
another conquest on his mind. He had joined the armoured corps at Gush Etzion for their southward push to Chevron – city of the forefathers 
and seat of Malchus Beis Dovid for the first 7 years of his reign.

Rising at dawn Rabbi Goren was dismayed to find that the column had already left, and he ordered his driver to race after them. Unbeknown 
to him, his jeep bypassed the tank column which had marshalled on the other side of the hill awaiting final orders. And so it happened that 
Rabbi Goren and his driver found themselves entering this radical Arab enclave, in the middle of a war, all on their own. 

Their initial fear of being surrounded and killed was quickly dispelled by the sight of white flags fluttering from scores of windows. The 
stunning Jewish victories of the past three days had struck real fear into Arab hearts. Hebron’s mayor had ordered everyone to stay off the 
streets. There was not a single Jordanian flag to be seen – their troops had fled. 

It was another four hours before the army arrived. But by then the rabbi had achieved a great deal. He had drafted and pocketed a signed 
letter of surrender from the town mayor; he had used his gun to shoot off the locks to the Herodian structure enclosing Machpela; he had taken 
his personal sefer torah inside and leyned the parsha of Chayei Sarah in sight of the Kivrei Ovos.

And that is the true story of how Chevron came to be liberated by a lone rabbi and his driver.

Times were hard for local Arab businessmen after the war but, just a few months later, one of them was overjoyed to receive a booking of 40 
guests to his Hebron Park Hotel. They were ‘Swiss tourists’ wanting to celebrate ‘Passover in Hebron’. The ecstatic hotelier turned the place 
upside down for his special guests, following their every instruction on koshering the kitchen.

Only at the end of Pesach 1968 did the hotel owner realise that these were not Swiss tourists, but the very first settlers of Gush Emunim. 
Led by Rabbi Moshe Levinger they had responded to a ‘Pesach In Chevron’ advert he had placed in a local paper. Levinger refused to leave, 
claiming the hotel and land as Jewish property. The standoff reached the ears of world leaders and the UN. In the end it was a deal between 
two powerful Moshes – Dayan and Levinger that ended the crisis. Dayan invited Levinger to move to the opposite hilltop, the site of a disused 
army base, and to take his settlers with him.

That hilltop is today the reborn city of Kiryas Arba, home to nearly 10,000 Jews.

As you read these lines, I expect to be in Chevron with some twenty thousand others who overwhelm this town every parshas Chayei 
Soroh. Kabbolas Shabbos in the Me’arah is 
awe-inspiring, and listening to Kriyas Hatora 
the next morning, on the very site of the story 
being told, is absolutely magical. The local 
hachnossas orchim is beyond compare and 
the achdus of the whole shabbos warms every 
yiddishe neshama. 

Please …make a diary note to come next 
year. לא ראה שמחה מימיו !!

Zalmi Unsdorfer
The Author can be contacted at  Zalmiu@gmail.com
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Rabbi Daniel Fine
Community Rabbi, Stanmore and Canons Park US; 
Hasmonean Beis Programme
The Author can be contacted at danielpfine@gmail.com
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127 years;  
4005072000 seconds

The opening passuk of our parashah notes 

that Sarah Imeinu was 127 years old when she 

died. The number 127 appears again in Tanach 

– Megillas Esther tells us that Achashveirosh 

ruled over 127 countries. Unsurprisingly, there 

is a link between these two appearances of the 

number 127. The midrash (Esther Rabbah 

1:8) reports that Rabbi Akiva was once giving 

a shiur, and several students were dozing 

off. Rabbi Akiva remarked, “In the merit of 

Sarah Imeinu’s 127 years, the Jewish People 

in the 127 countries in the Purim story were 

saved.” Suddenly, the students woke up and 

began concentrating fully on the shiur. What 

made them wake up? One explanation I have 

heard is that Rabbi Akiva’s words caused the 

students to realise the value of time. Sarah’s 

spiritually wholesome 127 years saved the 

Jews of 127 countries, which means that 

each year that Sarah used productively to 

perform mitzvos saved another country. That 

means that each month saved another town, 

each week another neighbourhood, each day 

another block, each minute another road, and 

each second another family, and so on. Thus, 

the students of Rabbi Akiva realised the 

importance of fully utilising every second. As 

Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg zt’’l stressed, 

when David Hamelech said “Who is the man 

who desires life? One who loves days to do 

good,” he was referring to someone who 

realises the value of time and the importance 

of making the most of all the time available 

to him in this world. Rabbi Akiva Eiger once 

walked past a coffee shop and saw people 

sitting at their tables, sluggishly drinking 

their coffee. When he asked them what they 

were doing, they replied “We’re killing time!” 

Rabbi Eiger was shocked. “Killing time,” he 

shrieked, “why don’t you give some time to me 

- I wish I had more time!” Such is the attitude 

of someone who realises the value of time. We 

are only here in this world briefly – let us use 

all the time we have. 

Once Yashar, Always Yashar
In Parashas Vayera we pointed out that 

the Avos were called ‘yesharim’ due to their 

kind treatment of all people. There is another 

wonderful example of this trait in our parashah. 

The Torah tells us that Avraham treated Efron 

with the utmost respect. He did not pressure 

him, nor lose his cool with Efron despite the 

fact that he kept changing the price of the 

burial plot for Sarah Imeinu. However, if one 

looks below the surface, Avraham’s attitude 

is even more amazing. Not only did Avraham 

want to bury his wife as soon as possible, but 

in fact he was originally told that he would 

be given the maaras hamachpelah for free. 

Efron, on the other hand, soon changed his 

mind and insisted on selling it to Avraham 

for a huge sum. Not only that, but Efron 

insisted on selling Avraham the field adjacent 

to the cave as well, refusing to give Avraham 

access to the cave without it. Moreover, Efron 

and Avraham were opposites - Avraham was 

an example of someone who ‘says little, but 

does much’, while Efron was someone who 

‘says a lot, but does little’. In turn, Avraham 

was full of humility, while Efron was boastful 

and arrogant. Indeed, while Avraham’s name 

means ‘father of many nations’, he humbly 

referred to himself as ‘dust and ashes’. In stark 

contrast, as Rav Moshe Feinstein points out, 

Efron was a lowly person - his name connotes 

‘dust’ - but he made himself out to be a very 

important person. 

Thus, despite the fact that Avraham was in 

a hurry to bury his wife, Efron was cheating 

him, and Efron’s character and goals were the 

opposite of those of Avraham, Avraham still 

behaved in a respectful and kind manner to 

Efron. Now that’s yashrus!

Parshah
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