
A SHOW OF RESPECT
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

The Gemara relates that after a devastating plague 
claimed the lives of Rabbi Akiva’s thousands of 
talmidim, he rebuilt the Torah world through a new 
group of just five Torah sages. Rav Yitzchok Hutner 
zt”l has been quoted as explaining that these five 
talmidim succeeded in recreating the Torah that had 
been lost because they demonstrated esteem for 
each other. Their success was not a reward for their 
admirable conduct, but was the natural result of it.
We often fail to realize when we have been guilty of 
disrespect, or to recognize the impact we can make 
by rectifying it. A yeshiva bachur named Pinchas* was 
once about to purchase a drink at a convenience store 
when he noticed a disgruntled man standing behind 
him with his purchases, while a group of bachurim 
waited to pay. He instantly realized that his friends 
had accidentally cut in front of the man in line, so he 
motioned for him to go ahead.
“You go ahead with your friends,” the man snapped.
“Please,” Pinchas said, “you were here first. You 
should go ahead of me.”
The man’s expression transformed. The cashier rang 
up his purchases, then asked, “Anything else?”
“Yes,” the man said. “Please charge me for this boy’s 
drink as well. I want to treat him; he deserves it.”
A demonstration of kavod can have a powerful effect.  
When Rabbi Akiva’s talmidim displayed respect 
toward each other, it enabled them to rebuild an 
entire spiritual world that had been devastated by 
plague. And when we show respect to others, we will 
make it possible for them to live up to their potential 
to fill the world with kavod shamayim.  

ALWAYS A MOTHER
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Not for no reason does the Torah stress that Eisav was Rivka’s bna hagadol, 
and Yaakov bna hakatan. Similarly, at the end of the story, it tells us again: 
Rivka, eim Yaakov v’Eisav. This reveals the pure spirit of Rivka and Yaakov.

If a person of base character wrongs someone, he then becomes even more 
ill-disposed toward that person, and seeks all sorts of pretexts and excuses 
by which to justify his action. After wronging someone, a person of base 
character becomes even more inconsiderate than before.

What about Rivka and Yaakov? Rivka finds it only natural that Eisav is 
angry after all that has happened. After all, Eisav could never be expected to 
understand her reasons, much less justify them. As for Yaakov, did he ever 
in any manner exploit the bracha or the bechora? Not in the least. On the 
contrary, Yaakov emerges disadvantaged in every way.

Yaakov and Eisav are twins. Eisav marries when he is forty, brings into the 
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The significance of Yetzias Mitzrayim cannot be overemphasized. 
It was the makkos and later events that demonstrated Hashem's 
might: His control over water, land, animals, sky, even human 
minds. Kriyas Yam Suf in particular was an experience our people 
will never forget. Even non-Jews heard of it and were awed.

Hashem is not going to repeat such miracles until Mashiach 
comes. It is our job to pass down the story for generations. We 
mention the miracles every day, and devote one night a year to 
this purpose: leil haSeder.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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home two daughters-in-law (to whom he later 
adds a third), and takes a share in his father’s 
establishment and household. Yaakov, on the 
other hand, leaves poor and empty-handed, and 
to establish a family he must hire himself out as 
a servant.

Many commentators have wondered why 
Yitzchak—who, by inheritance and by the 
blessing he attained on his own, was a very 
wealthy man—should have sent his son off 
in this manner, empty-handed, with nothing 
but the staff in his hand. The answer to this 
question is deeply rooted in the motives 
underlying the events described here.

After Yaakov—at Rivka’s investigation and 
command—had attained the bracha and the 
bechora, it had to be made perfectly clear that 
neither Yaakov nor Rivka had been motivated 
by greed. After Yaakov’s departure, Eisav 
should not be able to report so much as a pin 
missing. This is a remarkable testimonial to the 
noblemindedness of Rivka and Yaakov.

The words eim Yaakov v’Eisav are Rivka’s 
epitaph, as it were, for this is the last time she 
appears as an active character. In all her actions 
she was “the mother of Yaakov and Eisav”; to 
the end of her days she acted as a mother.

Had Rivka been an ordinary woman, she would 
have gladly seized this opportunity to disclose 
to her husband Eisav’s plan to murder Yaakov. 
In this way she could have shown Yitzchak how 
right she had been all along, that Eisav was 
bound to become a second Kayin, and so forth. 
But she does not do this. Instead, she makes 
Yaakov’s journey to Padan Aram appear quite 
natural and justifiable. 

WHEN THERE WAS NO KING
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The era of the shoftim is generally viewed as a period of lawlessness and chaos. 
There was no central government or police force, only a single shofet who often 
went ignored.

Two shameful episodes are recorded at the end of the sefer: pesel Micha, whose 
idolatrous shrine became competition for the service in the Mishkan, and a 
civil war between the tribe of Binyamin and the others, with tens of thousands 
of casualties including almost the entire tribe of Binyamin. (We will elaborate 
on these stories in a future edition, b'ezras Hashem). Although these events 
happened very early in the period of the Judges, the navi chooses to retell them 
at the end of the sefer, since it would have been disgraceful to present them in 
the very beginning.

Both stories begin with an introduction: "In those days, there was no king in 
Yisrael; each man did what was right in his eyes." This verse gives many people 
the impression that this was an era of wildness, in which everyone did as he 
pleased. However, as Rav Avigdor Miller points out, this is not correct at all. 
Even at the end of the 400-year era, when the people wanted to appoint a king, 
Shmuel Hanavi and even Hashem Himself were very upset with them. Why 
would they be upset if the people so desperately needed a king to control them?

The Gemara calls Shoftim “the book of the upright, as it says: ‘each man did 
what was right in his eyes.’” Although there was idol worship during the periods 
when they disobeyed the judges, Rashi points out numerous times that the 
total years of sin numbered only 111 out of the 400; otherwise, there were long 
periods of tranquility. This was a nation that, for the most part, maintained its 
self-discipline. Each man wanted to do what was right.

True, without the control of a king, without a powerful authority to stop them, 
sometimes grave errors were made. But the words, “In those days, there was no 
king in Yisrael; each man did what was right in his eyes," is mentioned only in 
regard to these two episodes. The majority of the time, the people obeyed the 
Torah.

This lesson in self-discipline did not go lost on our people. Throughout our 
history, scattered all over the globe through 2,000 years of galus, with no 
governing power to coerce us into keeping the Torah, our nation remains loyal 
and devoted to the dvar Hashem.  

A DOG EAT DOG WORLD

How do animals protect themselves from predators?
The wild world is full of animals, each more dangerous than the next. While human beings 
have intelligence and various instruments with which to protect themselves, animals do not. 
Instead, Hashem has equipped them with natural weaponry. Skunks can shoot a suffocating 
stench at their enemies, while porcupines can transform their backs into a field of javelins. 
Snakes can inject poison with teeth that resemble hypodermic needles, and squids can 
release clouds of ink. Eels generate an electric current that shocks their pursuers, while 
fireflies can switch their bellies on and off at will. And these are just a few examples!  

Adapted from the writings of  Rav Avigdor Miller, zt"l
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