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…Continued from previous week 

 

1) The Bracha of SheHechiyanu is not recited in conjunction with the recital of 

Hallel. (See Tosefos Sukkah 46a Dibur Hamaschil Ha'Oseh Sukkah and Mogen Avraham Siman 

422:5 for the reasoning) 

2) Hallel is not recited in a mourner's home in the presence of the mourner, as Hallel is 

a happy thing and not appropriate in the situation. (See Mishna Berura Siman 131 S"K 20) 

3) Some have the custom that the non-mourners davening in the mourner's home go 

to a side room and recite the Hallel, while others have the custom to have the mourner 

leave the room for the duration of the Hallel. 

In the event that Hallel was not recited in the mourner's home, there is a discussion 

amongst the Poskim if it needs to be recited upon leaving the home. 

Some say that on Chanukah it must be made up afterwards but not on Rosh 

Chodesh. (See Mishna Berura ibid.) 

4) The Talmud (Pesachim 118b) states that one who recites Hallel every single day is 

considered a "Mecharef U'Megadef, one who Chas V'shalom insults and curses 

heaven". 

Rashi explains that Hallel was enacted for special occasions as a means to thank 

Hashem, and overusing it shows that it is being relegated to a status of a simple, 

mundane song or even worse, as a recitation of levity. 

Additionally, by reciting it daily, it assumes the status of something said by rote, and 

thus on the days when it is supposed to be recited, when it is meant to instill in us a 

sense of gratitude to Hashem for our salvation, it will fail to do so. (See Meiri to 

Pesachim 118b) 

5) One who recites chapters of Tehilim each day before davening Shacharis, and 

happened to say the chapters that comprise the Hallel (Tehilim chapters 113 through 
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118) on the morning of Rosh Chodesh, should still repeat the entire Hallel with a 

Bracha later on after Shacharis. 

The reason for this is that Hallel is meant to be recited with Simcha, joy, in a manner 

of praise and gratitude (Shira V'Hoda'ah) for the salvation we merited, and thus the 

Tehilim that was recited in the morning, which was done in a manner of a plea and 

supplication (Bakasha V'Tachanunim) does not suffice to satisfy the obligation. (See 

Shu"t Shevet Hakehasi Vol. 2 Siman 233 and Mogen Avraham Siman 584:1) 

6) If one used the restroom in the middle of Hallel and now is required to recite the 

Bracha of "Asher Yatzar", if it's on a day when "half" Hallel is recited, i.e. Rosh 

Chodesh or the latter days of Pesach, the "Asher Yatzar" may be recited either in the 

middle of Hallel if desired, or immediately afterward. (Based on Rama Siman 422:4, as 

then it is considered like in the midst of Pesukei D'Zimrah. See also Mishna Berura Siman 51 S"K 

8) 

7) If, however, it's on one of the days when the complete Hallel is recited, the hands 

should be washed but "Asher Yatzar" should only be recited after the completion of 

Hallel. (As it then has a status like during Krias Shma and its Brachos. See Rama ibid. and 

Mishna Berura Siman 66:23) 

8) Hallel should L'Chatchila be recited while standing. (Shulchan Aruch Siman 422:7. See 

Mishna Berura S"K 28 for the reason.) 

 

…To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 
 

Stay strong; make them wonder how you’re still smiling 
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