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 יום כיפור
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son and daughter, Jonathan & Ariella. 
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יום הזה יכפר עליכם לטהר אתכם מכל כי ב"
  )ויקרא טז, ל( "חטאתיכם לפני ד' תטהרו

“For on this day He shall provide 
atonement for you to purify you; from 
all your sins before Hashem shall you 
be purified.” 
 
When does Yom Kippur cleanse us of all 
impurities and transgressions?  When we take 
action to purify ourselves.  “Before Hashem shall 
you be purified.”  The Kli Yakar explains, “Before 
Hashem cleanses us, we must purify ourselves.”  
How do we begin?  With strong desires and 
determination.  We uproot ourselves from all of 
the confusions and establish our eternal place in 
holiness.  We gather all of the scattered 
fragments of desire and unite them into one 
fervent, unified, clear desire: seek Hashem. 
 
We must aspire for the central tenet of our life to 
be the notion that closeness to Hashem is the 
best thing for us - I am for my beloved and my 
beloved is for me – this must be foremost.  A 
person may forego everything else, but he 
may never forego HKB”H.  
 
With the power of desire, a person can 
already and literally, be considered perfectly 
righteous!  It is sufficient for now to think: I 
do not want the sins, I do not want the urges, 
all I want is for my desires to be as Hashem’s 
will – all I want is to return in teshuva – and 
HKB”H accepts him as a complete tzaddik.  
Teshuva is a long process.  We cannot abandon 
all of our sins and negative attributes at the 
touch of a button.  To change, we must endure a 
long process and we must stubbornly persist 
with desires and tefillos for years, until Heaven 
has mercy on us and transforms our nature and 
saves us from all negativity.  However, so long as 

we fortify our positive desires, Heaven will 
judge us accordingly and we will merit to be 
written in the Book of the Righteous and to 
be sealed for a good and peaceful life.” 
 
Teshuva is wondrous.  With one thought of 
teshuva, a person can change all of reality.  
Teshuva even has power in thought.  A person 
does something, he ruins more than he realizes, 
and he suddenly feels pain and has a thought of 
teshuva - and it all changes – he receives such 
joy, such Divine light, HKB”H opens all of the 
gates.  That is how Hashem created the world – 
teshuva is above all else, above the world.  No 
matter how enormous a sin is – it cannot touch 
the vastness of teshuva.  A person merely 
touches teshuva and teshuva pours such a clean 
and pure light upon him – Divine light. 
 
When we ask for forgiveness and simply 
continue – that is not teshuva, it is superficial, 
done only so we are not hurt by the attribute of 
justice that we know exists.  We must do teshuva 
with heart.  “Master of the World, I do not want 
the illicit desires.  Have mercy on me.  Rescue 
me.”  Such teshuva is immediately accepted. 
 
After everything that we have damaged and after 
all of the distance that we have created, is it truly 
possible to turn things around?  Rebbe Nachman 
taught: in the innermost depths of every Jew, 
there is a point that can never be touched by 
any defect.  That is the element of HKB”H’s love 
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for us.  How can a Jew awaken this point anew 
after the damage that has been done?  After all of 
his vitality of the past year stemmed from illicit 
desires and not from Hashem?  At a minimum, 
we must be ashamed – it must pierce our hearts.  
The Gemara states: “Whoever commits a 
transgression and is embarrassed by it – has all 
of his sins forgiven.”1  “Show me that you are 
truly embarrassed.  If I see that I will already 
come to you and I will have already forgiven.”  
The main element of teshuva is shame.  Rebbe 
Nosson added, “The more we are ashamed of 
ourselves – the more Hashem forgives and 
pardons our sins.”2 
 
It is such a tremendous kindness that Hashem 
provides the Nation of Israel in that He gives us a 
day of forgiveness and pardon on which a person 
can correct the entire year, his entire life and we 
can open a fresh page in life!  This is such 
enormous compassion of the Creator of the 
World.  A Jew performs teshuva – all his sins are 
forgiven.  If his teshuva springs from love – all of 
his transgressions transform into merits!  Is 
there any other court that silences the 
prosecutor, as we say in davening on Yom 
Kippur, “Silence the prosecutor?”3  Is there 
another judge who teaches people how to ask for 
mercy and influence the outcome of justice as 
Hashem, Who donned a tallis and told Moshe to 
teach the Jewish people to do as He was doing 
whenever they were in trouble?  Teach the 
Jewish people that whenever there is a time of 
tribulations, the Shliach Tzibbur should don a 
tallis and repeat the words that I am teaching 
you, the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy.  “Hashem, 
Hashem, G-d, Compassionate and Gracious, Slow 
to Anger, and Abundant in Kindness and Truth; 
Preserver of Kindness for thousands of 
generations, Forgiver of Iniquity, Willful Sin, and 
Error, and Who Cleanses (- but does not cleanse 
completely).”4  When we recite them, we leave 
out “but does not cleanse completely.”  The 
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Jewish sages edited that part out, they split the 
pasuk in two – keeping “Who Cleanses” and 
discarding “but does not cleanse completely.” 
 
Yom Kippur atones for transgressions between 
man and G-d.  However, it does not atone for 
transgressions between man and his fellow man 
unless and until he appeases his fellow.  HKB”H 
forgives and is merciful.  He forgives our sins 
against Him but He cannot pardon the pain we 
have caused others - unless that person forgives 
and pardons us wholeheartedly. 
 
We are so impressed by those special tzaddikim 
who are placated and forgive immediately, even 
those who hurt them grievously.  If not 
immediately, before they go to sleep at night - 
they do not go to sleep until their hearts are 
clean.   
 
We must daven every day: “Master of the World, 
I want to go through life without hurting anyone.  
Even those who have hurt me, I do not want to 
harm or cause them pain.  Just the opposite, I 
forgive them and pardon them.”  Our worst 
suffering is our inability to smile at others and 
our pedantry.  We know the truth – we know 
that we must be forgiving, good-hearted, 
welcoming and forbearing.  Unfortunately, 
we do not always merit this truth. 
 
Yom Kippur does not atone automatically.  It is a 
day that is auspicious for forgiveness – but each 
person only merits atonement in accordance 
with his efforts.  To be victorious in judgment, 
the Judge of the Entire Land insists on 
humility – that we subjugate our desires in 
favor of His.  We must want what He wants.  If 
this is difficult for us, if we are pulled by our 
physical nature, if we are overwhelmed by illicit 
desires and base urges – we must lift our heads 
and plead.: “Master of the World, help me see the 
truth, that the greatest pleasure in the world is to 
experience Your pleasantness, Your wondrous 
light.  Illicit desires are darkness; they cool us 
and distance us from You.  That is the worst 
punishment that You can give us.” 
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More than any other day of the year, Yom Kippur 
is a day of Jewish unity.  We all come together on 
Yom Kippur.  Even simple people, who have not 
done very many mitzvos, join the congregation.  
On Yom Kippur, we are all united.  On Yom 
Kippur, we pray with the transgressors.5  
Hashem wants everyone.  Together, as one, we 
coronate Hashem – even the sinners.  Who are 
these “sinners?”  “Sinners” does not only mean 
the completely wicked; it includes every one of 
us who still has sin in our hands, who have not 
done teshuva for them yet.  It is such a 
tremendous kindness that Hashem does for 
the Jewish people that He gives us a day of 
pardon and atonement, on which a person 
can correct the entire year, his entire life.  A 
Jew does teshuva and all of his sins are 
forgiven.  And if it is teshuva out of love – all 
of his sins are transformed into mitzvos! 
 
Hashem wants everyone.  He never gives up 
on any Jew.  Rebbe Nachman said that as soon 
as Rosh Hashanah passes, he already hears the 
sound of the attendant knocking on the doors to 
awaken people for the Selichos of the next year.  
In other words, there is nothing in the world 
except for Elul and Tishrei – the days during 
which a Jew is closest to Hashem and there is 
such unity.  The attendant knocks at every door 
and calls out, “Awaken sleepy ones from your 
unconsciousness.”  He knocked on the doors with 
his staff because there were no alarm clocks or 
other gadgets and there was no other way to 
wake people up.  Selichos were earlier than the 
normal tefillos and it was hard for people to 
wake up.  What is most important is that Hashem 
requires every person.  “I cannot - without every 
one.  My attendant gathers and collects all of the 
souls.  Every Jew is important to Me.” 
 
“The mikvah of the Jewish people is Hashem.”6  
Hashem is our mikvah.  We commit all kinds of 
sins and Hashem sprinkles pure water upon us 
and purifies us.  Yet, it is more than that.  It is 
entering into the mikvah that is Hashem – 
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entering into G-dliness.  We do not exist – only 
You do, we are included within You.  Therefore, 
even the final prayer on this holy day is the tefilla 
of Neilah.  We seclude ourselves ( נונעל ) with 
HKB”H and we will not be apart again – we 
will remain together forever.”  When we live 
with HKB”H, we ourselves merit, as do those 
near us. 
 
 

Stories from Previous Years 
 
R’ Yisroel Zev Horowitz, zy”a, a cousin of the 
Chasam Sofer related how his mother would go 
to shul every day, three times a day, to daven.  
However, on Kol Nidrei night, she did not go to 
shul.  Instead, she would visit the sick and lonely 
– sit with them and encourage them.  She would 
ask, “How can I leave them alone?  They are no 
less afraid of the Day of Judgment than anyone 
else and, if left alone, they might become 
depressed!!!”  This righteous woman was so 
particular about davening, yet she relinquished 
her Kol Nidrei because she knew that this would 
give Hashem greater delight. 
 
For many years, the tzaddik, R’ Shalom 
Shwadron zt”l led the tefillos of Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur in Yeshivas Chevron.  One year, 
during mussaf on Rosh Hashanah, a three-year 
old boy was running and jumping on the steps of 
the Aron Kodesh.  Distracted by the child and 
afraid that the child may not be clean to daven 
next to, R’ Shalom motioned to the child to move 
away.  The child left, insulted.  After davening, 
one of his students told R’ Shalom that the child 
was an orphan.  R’ Shalom was devastated.  The 
pain of an orphan is so much worse than that of a 
regular child and, as a three-year old, it would be 
ten years before he could ask him for 
forgiveness.  After several moments of distressed 
thought, he told his student, “I am appointing 
you as my messenger to ask this child for 
forgiveness at his Bar Mitzvah.  You know the 
child and his family, while I do not.  I will likely 
not be invited to his Bar Mitzvah and I may not 
even live until then.”  The next year, during 
mussaf, the Rav recognized the child and called 
him over.  He sat the child next to him and gave 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  When we say, “everything is from Hashem and everything is for the best” – we are generally trying to 
calm ourselves after something happened.  When something “not good” happened to us, we remind ourselves that it is all 
from You, Father, and certainly for the best – even if we cannot see any good within this suffering that suddenly befell us. 

Help me to remember, Father that even all of the good things that happen to us are from You.  For example, every time 
someone says something kind to us, which normally excites us – to remember that You, Father, placed the words in his 
mouth.  This gift that I received – really originates from You.  The same is true when I merit offering kind words to another, 
which also excites me.  The same is true for all kindnesses that we do for each other. 

When we forego, forgive or express gratitude to each other – all of these amazing things are from You.  You allow us and 
enable us.  When I remind myself of this, I feel so close to You and I am so grateful to You. 

It is as we always say, “When souls connect – we immediately experience Hashem.”  When do souls connect?  When 
something good happens between two people.  If I constantly remember and remind myself that all of these good things that 
happen between us are from You, father, it serves only to intensify my love for You, my connection to You.  This is what I 
really want most in life.  Therefore, please, Father in Heaven, never allow me to forget that even these sweet things between 
people come from You and they draw us closer to You than anything else.  Even for these, we must say…  Thank You! 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Yom Kippur… גמר חתימה טובה 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact adaptation 
of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, 
accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I 
still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for 
proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us    ג' תשרי תשע"ח - September 23, 2017 

 

the child a lot of attention to appease him and 
make him happy.  Ten years passed and the 
student told R’ Shalom, “Tonight is that boy’s Bar 
Mitzvah.  I am ready to complete the mission that 
the Rav assigned to me ten years ago.”  The Rav 
was already very old but he jumped up 
enthusiastically and ran over to his bookcase.  He 
took a sefer and wrote a warm dedication to the 
Bar Mitzvah boy.  He asked his student to convey 
his gift and to ask for forgiveness in his name.7 
 
R’ Chaim Chizkiyahu Medini, the author of the 
Sdei Chemed, was once in a rush on a very hot 
day.  Some acquaintances asked him where he 
was headed and he explained that he was going 
to visit a certain person, who was sick.  “He is a 
well-known sinner – may there be no more like 
him in Israel,” they responded.  R’ Chaim 
Chizkiyahu reprimanded them: “First, even the 
sinners of Israel are filled with mitzvos like a 
pomegranate.  Second, I am not going to visit 
the sick man alone, I am also visiting the 
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Shechina that sits with him…”  Ashamed, they 
accompanied him.  When the patient saw his 
illustrious visitors, he immediately sat up out of 
respect.  It was no more than a few days before 
the man fully recovered and returned in 
complete teshuva.8 
 
One year, when the chazzan reached the words 
“and forgive the entire congregation of Israel and 
the convert that resides in their midst – because 
the entire nation acted inadvertently,” the holy 
Rebbe R’ Tzvi Hirsh of Ziditchov zy”a exclaimed 
for all to hear, “Is it really possible that everyone 
acted inadvertently and no one sinned 
intentionally?”  Lifting his hands Heavenward he 
declared, “Master of the World, I testify that 
there is not one person here who has ever said 
 before committing a transgression (i.e. I לשם יחוד
am ready and willing to commit a sin – as is 
customary before performing a mitzvah).  
Therefore, it is possible to say that everyone 
acted unintentionally.” 
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