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The Torah in Parshas Eikev (8:8) lists the שבעת המינים, the seven special species of Eretz Yisrael, which 
include the רמןן – pomegranate.   
 
The Gemara comments in Maseches Megilla (6a) that the city of Teverya was called רקת because  אפילו

 Even its empty ones are filled with mitzvos like a pomegranate.”  In“ – ריקנין שבה מלאין מצוות כרמון
Teverya, even the “emptiest” residents, those on the lowest levels of observance, were “filled with 
mitzvos” like a pomegranate is filled with seeds. 
 
The Turei Even1 raises the question of why the Gemara considered this quality unique to the Jews of 
Teverya.  The Gemara in Maseches Sanhedrin (37a) interprets the pasuk in Shir Hashirim (4:3),  כפלח

רמון רקתךה  to mean, אפילו ריקנין שבך מלאין מצוות כרמון – “Even the empty ones among you [Am Yisrael] 
are filled with mitzvos like a pomegranate.”  It is said about all Am Yisrael that even the “emptiest” 
members of the nation are filled with mitzvos.  Why, then, is the city of Teverya singled out for this 
quality and given the name רקת? 
 
We might answer this question based on Rava’s comment cited by the Gemara there in Megilla, claiming 
that, contrary to the aforementioned view, רקת is actually the real name of the city of Teverya, but it 
was named “Teverya” (טבריא) to signify that טובה ראייתה – it looks positively.  It is possible that these 
two views do not actually disagree with one another.  Rather, because of this quality of טובה ראייתה, 
since the residents saw the goodness within all people, they reached the level where even the sinners 
among them were “filled with mitzvos like a pomegranate.”  While it is true that this quality is said about 
the entire Jewish Nation, many people, unfortunately, are not on the level where they look upon “empty 
ones” and see them filled with mitzvos, and this has an effect upon those ריקנין.  When an “empty 
person” senses the disrespect with which others view him, he despairs, and loses his quality of  מלאין

רמוןמצוות כ .  In Teverya, however, the residents saw the goodness within each and every individual, and 
so even its sinners were truly מלאין מצוות כרמון, because they received encouragement from the positive 
outlook of others. 
 
Rabbi Akiva, as Avos De’Rabbi Nasan (6) famously tells, had not learned any Torah before he was forty.  
He made the decision to begin learning when, at the age of forty, he looked down into a well and 
wondered who chiseled the stone.  The people around him explained that it was the water, which 
continuously flows over the stone.  Rabbi Akiva then thought to himself, “If the soft can carve the solid, 
then words of Torah, which are solid as iron, can certainly chisel my heart, which is flesh and blood.”   
 
He immediately went with his son to a schoolteacher who taught young children and asked to teach 
them Torah.  The teacher began teaching him the Hebrew alphabet, until eventually Rabbi Akiva 
mastered the entire Torah.  Rabbi Akiva continued growing and reached the greatest heights of Torah 
scholarship, to the point where the Midrash (Tanchuma, Chukas 8) says,  דברים שלא נגלו למשה נגלו לרבי

 Things that were not revealed to Moshe were revealed to Rabbi Akiva.”  The Midrash proceeds“ – עקיבא
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to apply to Rabbi Akiva the description in Sefer Iyov (28:10), וכל יקר ראתה עינו – “His eye beheld all that 
is precious.” 
 
This story is not only about Rabbi Akiva’s unparalleled מסירות נפש (devotion), humbling himself to join a 
class of small children, but also about that schoolteacher.  If the teacher had rejected him, claiming that 
it was not appropriate or acceptable for an ignorant adult to sit in class with his young students, and 
that this will have a negative effect on the children – like would have presumably happened today in all 
our Torah schools – then Rabbi Akiva would have undoubtedly sought to learn under a different teacher, 
and then another, but would have eventually despaired from learning Torah because they would have 
all rejected him.  The Torah world would have then suffered an irreplaceable loss.  It turns out, then, 
that Rabbi Akiva’s Torah is to the credit of not only his extraordinary מסירות נפש, but also that teacher 
who warmly welcomed him into his classroom.  All of Rabbi Akiva’s Torah, and ours, is owed to that 
teacher.  We cannot possibly imagine the great merit earned by the teacher, who continues to enjoy the 
fruits of his labor to this very day, all because he did not reject Rabbi Akiva from his school and allowed 
him to learn together with his young students. 
 
When we look to find the goodness within each and every person, then even when we come across a 
forty-year-old ignoramus, who knows absolutely nothing, and who even despises talmidei chachamim, 
as Rabbi Akiva did before he began learning Torah (Pesachim 49b), we are able to find an admirable 
quality even within that person.  And when we view a person with this perspective, then he is able to 
grow to the level of Rabbi Akiva, to the stature of וכל יקר ראתה עינו.   
 
If we are truly honest with ourselves, we will recognize that we are all “empty.”  How can we, who are 
ourselves bereft of mitzvos and Torah knowledge, look condescendingly at any other Jew?  Who can be 
so foolish as to think that he has truly accomplished anything?  It is because of our shortcomings in both 
Torah study and observance that we foolishly think more highly of ourselves than of other people.  Just 
this week, I was involved in a situation of a shidduch that was being suggested, and the girl’s father 
refused to even consider the boy, despite his being an outstanding young man, because his father works 
as a laborer and walks about during work hours without a jacket.  I was astounded that this person, who 
considers himself a respectable, distinguished man, was not ashamed to say such things.  He is known as 
somebody who wastes time and gossips, and yet he looks disdainfully at this hard-working father.  It is 
because we do not have mitzvos to our credit that we gloat over what we don’t have. 
 
This is the time to reshape our perspective, to try to see our peers’ positive attributes and not their 
faults, and to try to see our own faults and not our positive attributes.  We will then be worthy of having 
others see our fine qualities, and of HKB”H’s endless blessings, אמן כן יהי רצון. 
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