
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Siddur  
                                Speaks 

The Baal Shem Tov related that once, a very harsh decree from Shamayim 

had been issued, and many Tzadikim were unable to overturn it, even with their 

most fervent Tefilos. However, the Baal Shem Tov said, “What we were unable 

to do, was accomplished by a righteous woman. When she heard the tearful 

Tefilos of the congregation, she addressed Hashem and said, ‘Ribbono Shel 

Olam! How can You not accept these Tefilos of Your children? I am only a 

human being, and my mercies are limited. Yet, when any of my children cry, it 

breaks my heart, and I would do anything to stop their tears! But You are 

infinite and Your mercies are infinite! Listen to how all Your children are 

crying. Surely You do not have a heart of stone. You must help them and 

relieve their suffering!’” The Baal Shem Tov commented, “It was this simple, 

but heartfelt Tefilah that caused Hashem to annul the harsh decree!” 
 

)לג:יז( ויחנו בחצרות  
They encamped in Chatzeiros (33:17) 

What happened here that they named the placed “Chatzeiros” (lit. 

courtyards)? Rashi in the beginning of Devorim (1:1) explains that this refers to 

the argument of Korach. How does the name “Chatzeiros” hint to the argument of 

Korach? The Admor, the Chidushei HaRim of Gur explains: When people make 

an ‘Eruvei Chatzeiros’ for Shabbos [a device that joins courtyards together, thus 

allowing carrying on Shabbos from one courtyard to another], all the courtyards 

are converted into one large courtyard, and when everything is one domain, 

everyone joins together and there is no argument. The Torah named the place 

“Chatzeiros” because of the argument of Korach, since there was argument there, 

all the courtyards remained separated and they were not joined together into one 

large courtyard. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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28 Tamuz 

Moshe got angry at the officers for not following 

instructions and he spoke to them (31:14). Rav Zalman 

Sorotzkin (Oznayim LaTorah) observes that Moshe did not 

speak to them in his state of anger. Instead, he waited for 

his anger to subside and then he spoke to them in a soft 

spoken manner. If we speak when we are angry then we 

tend to speak more harshly and irrationally. But, if we 

follow Moshe’s lead and wait to react, we can have a more 

successful conversation, as well as a chance for our 

opinions to be heard. 

  B’Kitzur       
If someone came late to Shul for Maariv and found that 

they were in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei, he should join 

them and Daven Shemoneh Esrei together with the rest of the 

Shul. Afterwards, he should say Shema with its Brachos. If 

the Shul is in the middle of Shema or its Brachos when he 

enters, if he has the time to say them up until the end of the 

Brachah of Hashkiveinu before they reach Shemoneh 

Esrei, he should say them and skip Baruch Hashem L’Olam, 

and he does not need to say this afterwards.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 70:3) 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Yissochar Frand once said that when the Chofetz Chaim finished 

writing the Mishnah Brurah, he said, “Ribbono Shel Olam! You have been 

so good to me! You have allowed me to write the Mishnah Brurah! How 

can I ever pay You back?” Rabbi Frand noted how many people would 

have had the opposite reaction and would have said, “Hashem! Look what 

I just did for You! When can You repay me?” The Chofetz Chaim’s 

reaction was completely different. He realized that his accomplishments 

were entirely from Hashem, and he said to Hashem, “Hashem, You have 

been so good to me! How can I ever repay You?” We too must realize that 

whatever we may have accomplished, it is only due to the kindness of 

Hashem that He has allowed us to accomplish anything! 

 

 

Dedicated by Gabriella and Alan Hershkowitz and Talia and 
Jonathan Rose upon the birth of Aryeh Benyamin Rose.  Mazal 

Tov to siblings Shira Shalhevet and Calev Yehuda, Uncle Ariel and 
the entire Mishpacha. May he be a great source of Nachas to all! 

 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Many years ago in Yerushalayim, lived a young couple who were 

married for a number of years but were not yet blessed with children, 

though they Davened fervently for this. In those days, the only way to 

do laundry was by hand. After each article of clothing had been 

thoroughly washed and wrung out, it would be hung on an outdoor 

line to dry. One day, this young woman washed her laundry and, as 

usual, hung the items on her line outside. After she went inside, a hot-

tempered woman who lived in a neighboring apartment entered the 

courtyard on her way home. As she walked by, she slightly became 

entangled in the laundry which hung drying on the line. Her temper 

flared up and in a rage, she ran to her apartment and quickly returned 

to the courtyard with a pair of scissors. Without a moment’s hesitation, 

she cut the clothesline and all the clean laundry fell into the dirt. She 

then went home. A short while later, the first woman went outside to 

see if her laundry was dry. When she saw how the rope had been cut, 

tears came to her eyes. Silently, she gathered up her laundry and 

brought it inside. As she began her second wash of the day, she vowed 

to herself not to tell her husband what had happened. Were he to find 

out, he would surely be distressed, and out of concern for his wife, he 

might seek to discover the identity of the one who did such an 

inexcusable thing. She knew that Machlokes is like fire, and one must 

do everything in their power to avoid it. When her husband came 

home from the Bais Medrash that evening, she didn’t say a word. 

However, there was commotion in another home that night. A young 

child of this hot-tempered woman suddenly developed a high fever 

and he seemed to be getting seriously ill. A doctor was called in to 

check on him, and the boy’s father went to visit the Rav of the city, 

Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, in order to get a Brachah for the child’s 

recovery. Hearing of the suddenness with which the child got sick, 

Rav Yosef Chaim asked if anything unusual had occurred at home in 

the hours beforehand. The husband said he did not know of anything, 

but he said that he would go home and ask his wife. When he asked 

her, she became full of shame and told her husband of her terrible act. 

They quickly both returned to Rav Yosef Chaim. When he heard what 

had happened, the Rav swiftly put on his hat and coat. He said to them, 

“We have no time to lose. You must beg for forgiveness 

immediately.” He accompanied them to the woman’s home and 

knocked on their door. The husband was completely shocked to see 

the Gadol Ha’dor standing in his doorway, and the Rav said they had 

come to see his wife. The hot-tempered woman did not wait any 

longer. She saw the other woman, ran up to her, and started crying. 

She said, “I am the one who cut your clothesline. I feel terrible that I 

did that and Hashem has already punished me by causing my child to 

become very ill!” With great humility, she begged to be forgiven. The 

other woman accepted her apology and said that she forgave her with a 

full heart. The first woman thanked her profusely, and her child’s 

fever soon subsided and he made a full recovery. While all this was 

going on, Rav Yosef Chaim noticed that the husband of the woman 

who had hung out the laundry was totally confused by what was taking 

place. Rav Yosef Chaim asked him if he knew what had happened, 

and he said that he did not. Rav Yosef Chaim said, “You mean to say 

that your wife did not inform you of what had occurred to her today?” 

The man said, “That is correct. This is the first that I am hearing about 

it.” It became clear to Rav Yosef Chaim that this man’s wife was very 

righteous, since she did not make any mention of the incident. Deeply 

moved, he said, “In the merit of your silence, may you be Bentched 

with a son!” One year later, this woman gave birth to a boy, and they 

named him Yosef Sholom. He grew up to be the great Rav Yosef 

Sholom Elyashev, the world renown Poseik! 
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   Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh בס"ד
22. One should Bentch Hashem, his Creator, for Hashem has satisfied the 

cravings of his soul. If anyone should curse or insult him, one should not 

respond to them, rather, he should be among those who are insulted 

but do not insult others. 
The Tosfos Yom Tov interprets this statement to mean that one should 

be among those who are determined to never be concerned if they are 

embarrassed or shamed. Rav Yehuda Zev Segal of Manchester one said that 

the Chofetz Chaim had commented that he felt bad that no one ever shamed 

or embarrassed him, because he could not be included in the group of 

people who are humiliated, but do not humiliate others, about whom it is 

written in Yoma (23a), that they are like those who love Hashem and are 

like the sun when it shines in its strength. Rav Moshe Shternbuch writes 

that if another person is insulting him, he should think about how thankful 

he is to Hashem, and this will help him not respond. By reminding himself 

about the mercy that Hashem has for him and how kind He is to him, even 

though he is not deserving of such mercy and kindness, no calamity will 

befall him. In fact, just the opposite will occur. He will be included in this 

special group of people that do not respond to insults, and his S’char will 

be very great. 

One day in Mei’ah She’arim in Yerushalayim, Rav Yosef Sholom 

Elyashiv, zt”l, was heading to the Bais Medrash to give his daily Gemara 

Shiur, and was being escorted by a student. They did not notice a man 

approaching them, someone who had a reputation as one whose Yetzer 

Hara had gotten control over him by enticing him to speak badly about 

Talmidei Chachamim. Many people avoided him, as he blatantly 

disregarded the teaching of Chazal in Pirkei Avos (4:15), “The fear of your 

Rebbe should be as great on you as your fear of Shamayim”. As Rav 

Elyashiv and his Talmid approached him and they were only a few steps 

away, with the utmost of Chutzpah, he began yelling at Rav Elyashiv, and 

screaming all types of insults and foul language at the Tzaddik. Amazingly, 

Rav Elyashiv wasn’t surprised or at all fazed by this. It wasn’t the first time 

he had been insulted by people who, for various reasons, disapproved of his 

Halachic decisions. However, the Rav’s escort was very upset. It was the 

first time he had witnessed something of this nature, and he was shocked to 

the very core. “Rebbe,” he trembled, turning to the Rav, “How is it possible 

to remain silent? Indeed, is it even permissible to remain silent? After all, 

Kavod HaTorah is being trampled on!” Rav Elyashiv remained calm and 

replied, “Instead of feeling negative towards this man, let us give him a 

Brachah!” Turning around, Rav Elyashiv faced the man and said, “Reb Yid, 

may Hashem Bentch you that you have no time to spare for nonsense like 

this!” Rav Elyashiv and his student then continued on their way. The man 

who had started up with Rav Elyashiv was dumbstruck. He was totally 

unprepared for this reaction and stared in confusion as Rav Elyashiv 

walked away. “What did the Rav mean?” he wondered out loud, actually 

talking to himself, thinking he should ask the Rav to explain what he meant, 

but of course, he didn’t. Exactly a year after that disturbing incident, almost 

to the day, the man and his wife became proud parents of quintuplets! Five 

tiny babies filled their home with healthy cries for attention. The streets of 

Yerushalayim were abuzz with the news, as Rav Elyashiv’s Brachah had 

come true. Overnight, this man became so busy that he had absolutely no 

time for anything else! What many people did not understand about the 

nature of this fellow, Rav Elyashiv, in his wisdom, immediately grasped. 

This man’s problem was that he had too much time on his hands and this 

led him to sin. After Rav Elyashiv’s Brachah, he was never bored again 

and certainly had no time for nonsense like the incident which brought 

about the amazing heartfelt Brachah in the first place! 

 
רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה לרפואה שלימה:  

בתוך שאר חולי ישראל גיטל פייגא ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן  

 


