
GIVING AND GAINING
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
I read a story by Mrs. Anne Goldberg about a day 
school principal named Meir. His yeshivah, just 
outside of Jerusalem, was popular and successful. 
He was dedicated to the students and made himself 
available to them at all hours of the day, providing 
them with love, understanding, and encouragement. 
He was not just their principal; he was their friend, 
counselor and advocate. The one thing Meir would 
not tolerate was machlokes. He always tried to stay 
far from strife, and that's what he taught in school.

One day, he was told that the city could no longer 
afford to fund two religious schools in the same 
neighborhood. He would have to ‘fight it out’ with the 
other school to determine which would be funded.

Meir didn't take long to reach a decision. He told his 
students that their yeshivah would closing and they 
should all enroll in the other one. It was sad, not only 
for Meir, but for the students and their families. 

The following year was very difficult for Meir. He 
didn't find another job, and he wasn't bringing in an 
income. But one day he received a phone call from 
the chairman of the other school—they were looking 
for a new principal. He didn't need to be interviewed, 
nor were letters of recommendation required. They 
already knew about his hard work and dedication. 
What impressed them most was that he was willing 
to close his own school without a word of contention. 
Baruch Hashem, he flourished in his new position 
and was a role model for all educators. 

 The Chazon Ish was wont to say "I don't know who is 
right, but I will tell you one thing. I have never seen 
anybody give in and lose." 

ULTIMATE VICTORY
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission 
from the publisher.

If over the course of time, we have become a gentle nation revolted by 
bloodshed, it doesn’t mean we are weak or cowardly. We too are capable of 
being bloodthirsty. The final days of Malchus Yehuda demonstrated that; the 
strongest of Eisav's legions had to be summoned to combat our courage and 
fighting spirit. It is our gentleness that is not natural—it is a product of the 
education G-d has given us through our history and His Torah.

When Shimon and Levi attacked the city of Shechem, they were rebuked 
only for their methods and the disproportion of their actions. Their motive 
was holy and justified. The fire that spurred them on was indispensable for 
their family, a nation that would endure hardship and humiliation yet stand 
tall, with resilience and nobility, in an eternal march through the ages.

Yaakov Avinu, on his deathbed, cursed Shimon and Levi’s excessive violence, 
but at the same time blessed the spirit that inspired their actions. That 

Netilas yadayim is a mitzvah derabanan, but we say “vetzivanu,” 
because the Torah gave the chachamim the authority to make 
laws. So although netilas yadayim is not explicitly written in the 
Torah, we are commanded by Hashem to obey our chachamim.
When we make a bracha on a mitzvah, we thank Hashem for 
raising us above other nations and making us holy with His 
mitzvos. Some people view mitzvos like paying taxes—something 
they have to do to get on with their lives. But when we say asher 
kideshanu, we declare that mitzvos are a privilege, not a burden. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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strong temperament, mindful of klal Yisrael's 
moral dignity, would remain a sustaining force 
across all spheres of the nation. The same sword 
that Levi wielded to defend his sister’s honor 
would later be ruthlessly turned by the Levi'im 
on their brethren at cheit ha'eigel, to raise them 
from the depths of moral corruption.

These traits, as revealed in Shechem and 
as at the battle of the kohanim against the 
Misyavnim, can explain why it was necessary to 
refine this particular nation through suffering 
to qualify them as the model for all mankind. 
We were chosen not because we are an obedient 
nation, but precisely because we are stubborn 
and unyielding—az shebe’umos, as our Sages put 
it. G-d chose us as His instrument, forging us 
into toughest steel. By winning us over to His 
Will, He demonstrated the wondrous power of 
His hashgacha and His Torah.

This nation, whose natural tendency is to exact 
revenge and bear a grudge, as unfolded in the 
story of Shechem; a nation who, at the dawn 
of its history, committed kinah and sinah in 
its persecution of Yosef—it is this nation that 
became so elevated by its Torah that gross 
crimes like shefichas damim and giluy arayos 
were unheard of in its midst for centuries.

If this nation can become the most humane 
and brotherly people, if Jewish azus can be 
transfigured into unshakeable faith in the face 
of trial and temptation—it is a triumph of the 
Torah and Divine Law. The Torah’s first glorious 
victory is its conquest of us.

It was this dominance of Torah over personality 
that was the antithesis of the Yevanim and their 
theological heirs. It is this transformational 
power of Torah that they seek to eradicate from 
our midst, to no avail. 

PIRSUMEI NISA - WHY?
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Why is there no seudah on Chanukah, while on Purim it is one of the main 

observances of the day? The Levush explains that on Purim, the threat of 

Haman was against the physical existence of our people. We were not given 

an option to convert to save our lives. Therefore, our thank you to Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu is centered around the physical pleasure of eating a special meal.

Chanukah, however, commemorates the preservation of our spiritual 

existence. After all, had we obeyed the laws of Antiochus and adopted the Greek 

lifestyle, we could have lived on unharmed and unthreatened. Therefore, our 

observances on Chanukah are lehodos u'lehallel, to thank and to praise, but not 

to partake of any special meal.

Both on Purim, when we read the Megillah, and on Chanukah, when we light 

the menorah, the underlying goal is pirsumei nisa, to publicize the miracle that 

was done for us. While we can understand the obligation to thank and praise 

Hashem for the nisim, why is there an additional command to spread the word? 

Therein lies a fundamental principal of  Yahadus.

In Sefer Hamitzvos, the Rambam lists the commandment to love Hashem 

(Positive mitzvah #3) and writes, "This mitzvah also includes the obligation to 

call others to His service and to belief in Him. This is because when you love 

a certain person, you will tell his praises very much, and call on people to love 

him. With Hashem as well, when you truly love Him, without a doubt you will 

call upon the fools and the naive to know the truth as you know it. As expressed 

in Sifri, 'You should love Hashem'—make Him beloved to people, as Avraham 

your forefather did."

The miracles Hashem performed for us were a demonstration of undying love 

and affection for His chosen people. In return, when we light that menorah, we 

are announcing to the whole world, "Look how great is the One we love, and how 

much He loves us as well." 

THE BREATH OF LIFE

Why doesn't the world run out of air?

All animals, as well as humans, need oxygen. Our atmosphere contains oxygen, and we inhale it 
with every breath. But if you're in a room full of people and there are no windows, the room gets 
stuffy as the crowd uses it up—why doesn’t the earth's oxygen get used up too? When we breathe 
in, we exhale carbon dioxide. Plants take it in and give off oxygen—a perfect balance. Vast forests 
surround the Arctic Circle; an unthinking person might assume they have no purpose, but they 
produce a quarter of the world’s oxygen. Everything in the universe serves a purpose. 

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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