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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Vayeshev

PARSHAS VAYESHEV 5776

         ARE OUR ACTIONS TRULY LESHEM SHAMAYIM?

Regarding the story of Yehudah and Tamar, the Torah relates: "as she was taken out, she sent word

to her father-in-law saying: 'by the man to whom these belong I am with child." and she said:

'Identify, if you please, whose are this signet, this wrap, and this staff.'" (Berehis 38:25). Tamar was

about  to  be  burned,  so  she  sent  the  signs to  Yehudah asking whether  he knew to  whom they

belonged. She did not reveal outright that she was pregnant from Yehudah because she did not wish

to shame him. Chazal teach us that a person should rather be burned in a furnace than embarrass

another person in public. Had she simply confronted Yehudah and he would have given an admission

then clearly we would not be able to learn the lesson that a person should rather have himself burned

in a furnace rather than embarrass another in public.

The Rishonim discuss whether shaming someone in public comes under the category of "yehareg

ve-al yaavor", that a person should rather die than shame another. Tosafos and Rabenu Yonah rule

that this is indeed the case, while the Rambam and Meiri are of the opinion that this is an act of piety

but not a requirement. The Rav (Hagaon Harav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach) zt"l rules that a person

YNA Sicha Parshat Vayeshev 1 of 3



should rather be burned. Regardless of whether one must give up his life or not, we gain insight here

into the severity of this sin, a person must be very careful not to embarrass his fellow in public.

The Gemara cites that someone was asked what people are careful with in Eretz Yisrael  and he

responded that they are particularly careful not to publicly embarrass others. Why specifically Eretz

Yisrael?  Perhaps  it  is  because  in  Eretz  Yisrael  people  were  witness  to  the  terrible  effects  of

embarrassing  others  in  public  -  the  shame  of  Bar  Kamtza  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  Beis

Hamikdash. We see just how serious an infraction this is and the terrible consequences from it. Just

as there is potentially severe punishment for embarrassing others in public, there is great reward

awaiting those who avoid doing so. Not only must be not shame others in public but we must honor

them as much as possible. The Vilna Gaon writes that one who refrains from speaking any devarim

beteilim - idle conversation, will merit an illumination that no man or angel can experience. If this is

the reward for not speaking idly, imagine how great the reward is from one who avoids shaming

others in public.

Rashi asks why the incident of Yehudah and Tamar is juxtaposed to the incident involving Yosef and

the wife of Potiphar. Rashi explains that it serves to teach us that just as Tamar's intentions were

leShem Shamayim - in order to perform yibum with Yehudah once she saw that she was not going to

be given over to the younger Sheilah, so too Potiphar's wife knew that she was destined to have

children thorugh Yosef. She was mistaken, however, because the children she was destined to have

were not going to  be directly  through Yosef  but  through her  daughter  Osnat.  Osnat did  in  fact

become the wife of Yosef and the mother of his children.

If Potiphar's wife acted truly leShem Shamayim then why in the next parsha does Rashi refer to her

as arurah - cursed and evil? The explanation is that there is a big difference between the leShem

Shamayim of Tamar and that of the wife of Potiphar. Tamar's leShem Shamayim almost resulted in

her  being  burned rather  than publicly  shame Yehudah,  while  Potiphar's  wife's  supposed leShem

Shamayim not only publicly shamed Yosef but she even accused him of things which he was not even

guilty of. The truth was that she had desires for Yosef and the yetzer hara found a way to clothe her

act as if it  were pure and leShem Shamayim.  The fact that she saw she was destined to have

children through Yosef was an excuse. We see that her motives were not purely leShem Shamayim

the way Tamar's were.

There  is  a  great  lesson  here  for  us  -  when  we  say  we are  acting  with  pure  motives,  leShem

Shamayim, we must ask ourselves whether these are our true motives or is it just the yetzer hara

justifying our actions. Even had the wife of Potiphar reasoned correctly, this would not permit a

married woman to commit such an act with Yosef or any other man - even leShem Shamayim. Thus

she was indeed an arurah.

Even true tzaddikim at times stumble in this area.   David Hamelech saw that Batsheva was destined

to become his wife and that the kingdom and the Melech Hamoshiach would descend through her. He

proceeded to take her without permission while she was still forbidden to him, rather than wait until

Uriah had died. He clearly acted leShem Shamayim, in fact the Gemara teaches us that "whoever

said David Hamelech sinned is mistaken". The Gemara simply means that he was not guilty of having

had illicit relations with a married woman, however he was guilty of a chillul Hashem, desecration of

the Name of  Hashem, because others were unaware of  this.  David was punished for  this chillul

Hashem.  We learn from here that even a tzaddik as great as David Hamelech can stumble in the

area of committing a sin leShem Shamayim. Perhaps this is what David Hamelech intended when he

wrote: "I have set Hashem before me always, because He is at my right hand I shall not falter"

(Tehillim 16:8). Why only on the right side and not the left side? Perhaps the right side represents

mitzvoth and David was saying that Hashem is with him to prevent him from performing improper

acts in the name of fulfilling mitzvoth.

Shaul Hamelech thought he was performing a mitzvah by slaughtering sheep of Amalek and offering

them to Hashem. In fact this was quite the opposite, for the prophet Shmuel had commanded him to

destroy all the sheep of Amalek. Shaul was a great tzaddik but what he thought was a mitzvah was in
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fact an aveirah. His punishment was that the kingdom was taken away from him. Regarding Aharon

Hakohen, the Gemara states that he constructed the calf because he felt that the people would kill

him otherwise. He feared that the Jewish nation would be punished for killing him, certainly given the

fact that he was a Kohen and a prophet. His two sons Nadav and Avihu died and had it not been for

the prayer of Moshe Rabenu then his other sons would have died as well. This was not the proper

response even if he did so for the sake of saving the Jewish people. We see that even a tzaddik on

the level  of  Aharon Hakohen can commit  an improper act  while  thinking  what  he is  doing is  a

mitzvah.

We must all be careful when we think something is a mitzvah, if there is a possible aveirah in the

action not to say "a tzaddik like me does not sin", even if we are acting leShem Shamayim. May

Hashem help us fulfill mitzvoth leShem Shamayim and not aveiros.
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