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Rabbi Shimon Freundlich, the Rebbe's 

'Shliach' (emissary) in Beijing China, and 

his wife run a successful and very busy 

Chabad House catering to the Jews that live, 

visit or come to do business there. His 

approach is so genuinely friendly that 

everyone that comes in contact with him or 

spends any time in his Chabad House is 
effected. 

In 2007, while on a visit to New York, he 

was invited to be the personal guest of 

honor at the Tish (public meal) of the Rebbe 

of Satmar in the Williamsburg district of 

Brooklyn. Satmer is a very large, wealthy, 

and influential group of Chasidim that was 

for a long time at odds with Chabad for 

various reasons. Nevertheless, because of 

the many Satmar Chasidim that had 

benefited from the Beijing Chabad House, 

the invitation was extended. Hundreds of 

Satmar Chasidim were present as their 

Rebbe whispered something to one of his 

assistants, whereupon the man pounded on 

the table and announced: "The Rebbe 

requests that 'the Lubavitcher' guest should 

speak." 

Rabbi Freundlich began by thanking the 

chasidim and their Rebbe for inviting him. 

He discussed an interesting idea from the 

weekly Torah portion, as is traditional and 

then asked permission to tell a story, 

something that had recently occurred in his 

Chabad House. The Rebbe nodded yes and 
he began. 

"A lot of people come to visit our Chabad 

House for Shabbat, as you know. Well, one 

Shabbat evening a few months ago, and 

older man, maybe about eighty years old, 

who didn't look very religious, appeared in 

the company of a younger man in his 

forties.  The old fellow found a seat and just 

minutes after we began the prayers he put 

his face in his hands and began to cry. He 

kept it up for almost an hour; he would calm 

down for a few minutes, dry his eyes and 

blow his nose and then begin again.  I 

quietly approached him and asked him if 

everything was all right. He told me not to 

worry. After the prayers he and his friend 
joined us all for the Shabbat evening meal. 

"There were over fifty people there. I sat 

him next to me and after he calmed down he 

asked if he could speak. He wanted to 

explain the reason for his weeping. 

I stood, and after only a few words I 
introduced him. He cleared his throat and  

 

(painting by Yechiel Offner) 

began:  "'My name is Sam Katz 

(pseudonym). The reason that I want to speak 

now is because I became very emotional this 

evening and I want to tell you about it. The 

last time I was in a Synagogue was over sixty 

years ago in Poland. I was a young man then 

when the Germans came and took the entire 

Jewish population of my city to Buchenwald. 

I was there for four years and in that time I 

lost everyone; my father and mother, my 

brothers and sisters, my friends; all killed, 

some of them before my eyes. But I survived 

and when the war ended I spent a few years 

searching for family or friends with no 

results. Finally, I moved to Australia.  I was 

totally alone and angry at G-d. I managed to 

succeed at business and make a lot of money, 

and to marry and have children. But my 

wounds and anger were so deep that I swore 

to never go into a Synagogue or have 

anything to do with Judaism again. Nothing! 

"But then just yesterday I came to China with 

my friend and he said we should visit the 

Chabad House. At first I didn't want to come 

of course, but he said that he'd been here 

before and the food is good and anyway there 

was no better alternative, so I shrugged and 

agreed.  But as soon as the prayers began 

everything suddenly came back to me. I 

remembered how good it is to be a Jew; how 

proud and happy my father and mother were. 

Suddenly it was as if a wall of ice just 

melted. That's why I cried. I thought I'd never 

forgive G-d again, but now I feel like a small 

child that just wants to be home. All thanks 
to this Chabad House and the Rabbi here.' 

The crowd clapped, wiped tears from their 

eyes and congratulated him for the beautiful 

story. A one woman stood up and asked:  

"Tell me Mr. Katz. If you were in 

Buchenwald until the end, maybe you knew 

my father. His name is Naftali Kogen 

(pseudonym); he also was in Buchenwald." 

Mr. Katz's jaw dropped, his eyes bolted open 

and he held his head in wonder "Naftali 

Kogen!? What? Naftali is still alive?! Why we were 

the only two Kohanim in the camp and we were 

always together. We risked our lives for each other, 

and not just once. We were like brothers! Oy! Naftali!  

There was such total confusion in those days; 

everything was upside down. We were put in different 

recovery camps and got separated. I searched for him 

for a long time after the war but finally I gave up. I 

thought he was dead. Now you say he is alive and you 
are his daughter! It's a miracle!!" 

Rabbi Freundlich finished his story by saying that 

after Shabbat a meeting was arranged between the two 

old friends, and this is only one example of the 

miracles that happen in Beijing thanks to the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

At that point, much to everyone's surprise, a head of 

a Yeshiva in the Satmar community by the name of 

Rav Yaakov Kaplan (pseudonym) who had listened 

intently to the story called out! He raised himself in 

his seat a bit and fell back, his face pale as chalk and 

his eyes staring wildly at the ceiling. The others were 

startled and those seated near him rose to help him, 

but he came to himself in just seconds. He stood up to 

his full height and yelled aloud to all those present, 

"Tell them that Yaakov is still alive!"  In the midst of 

an emotional hurricane, he continued to call out: 

"There weren't just two Kohanim in Buchenwald, 

there were three! Sam Katz, Naftali Kogan and me 

too!"  He was obviously experiencing some sort of 

emotional hurricane. "There weren't just 

two Kohanim in Buchenwald." He continued, "There 

were three; Sam Katz, Naftali and …. Me!  We stuck 

together like brothers…. more than brothers. But just a 

few days before the end of the war I was moved to 

another camp. They probably thought I was dead, and 

I almost was, and I was sure that they were. I never 

considered it possible that they could still be alive 

even now!"  Needless to say, soon after this story there 

was another joyous reunion. 

Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from the rendition on 
ohrtmimim.org/torah by his friend and colleague Rabbi Tuvia 
Bolton and from oral reports.   Connection: The Fast Day of 
the 10th of Tevet is the traditional date for saying Kaddish 
for Holocaust martyrs whose passing date is unknown.    
Yerachmiel Tilles is the director of the AscentOfSafed.com 
and KabbalaOnline.org websites. His mailing list of 900+ 
weekly stories (editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 20th 
year. “Festivals of the Full Moon,” the second of a 3-volume 
series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat at 
Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com. 

 

 

 

The Kohen Pals 

Shabbat  T imes –  Vayigash 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 4:15 5:30 

Tel Aviv 4:31 5:32 

Haifa 4:22 5:29 

Beer Sheva 4:33 5:33 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

In this week's Torah portion, Vayigash, 

Joseph, viceroy of Egypt, dramatically 

reveals his true identity to his incredulous 

brothers. Joseph reassures them that the 

entire sequence of events, beginning with 

his being sold into slavery to his eventual 

rise to power, was the hand of G-d guiding 

him from above. "It was not you who sent 

me here, but G-d," he tells his brothers. 

Joseph then asks them to carry the 

following message back to their father, 

Jacob: "G-d has made me lord of all 

Egypt. Come down to me (to Egypt); do 

not tarry." 

At first glance, Joseph's choice of 

words seems odd. If Joseph's intent was 

merely to convince Jacob to undertake the 

lengthy journey, why would he imagine 

that his elderly father would be swayed by 

the news that his son now occupied a high 

political office? 

Rather, Jacob knew that the Jewish 

people was destined to go into exile in 

Egypt. When informed of Joseph's rise to 

power, he understood that this was an 

integral part of that process. Once that 

stage was reached it was time for Jacob to 

follow and the next phase to begin.  Many 

years before, G-d had explained the 

objective of the exile in Egypt: 

"Afterwards (after the exile), they will 

emerge with great wealth," G-d promised 

Abraham. Under Joseph's tenure, Egypt 

was transformed into a wealthy nation. In 

exchange for the food he had so cleverly 

stockpiled, Joseph collected much of the 

world's riches - all done in order for the 

Jews to eventually depart Egypt "with 

great wealth." Indeed, the accumulation of 

wealth was one of the prime reasons 

behind the entire 210-year exile. 

Yet the concept of "great wealth" must 

be understood on a deeper level as well, 

not only in the literal sense. The material 

riches accumulated by the Jewish people 

utilizing physical objects for the purpose 

of Torah and mitzvot.   

This process is now complete. Over the 

thousands of years of exile, the Jewish 

people have uncovered and elevated all of 

these sparks of holiness, dispersed 

throughout the four corners of the earth. 

According to Divine plan, the time has 

therefore come for G-d to fulfill His 

promise and send Moshiach, NOW! 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

ACCUMULATING "GREAT WEALTH" 

 

was only a reflection of the great 

spiritual wealth with which they 

left Egypt. For the Jews were sent 

into exile for the purpose of 

extracting and refining the sparks 

of holiness hidden within the most 

morally degraded and degenerate 

place on earth - Egypt. Those 

sparks of purity, once freed from 

their prison within Egypt's "49 

gates of impurity," were the 

ultimate riches derived by the 

Jews during their exile. The 

accumulation of "wealth" is 

likewise the purpose of our present 

exile as well - extracting the good 

from the corporeal world and 

transforming it into holiness by 

 
SEEKING BUYERS 

FOR THE TORAH 
The holy tzadik, Yakov Yosef of Polohnye 

was one of the closest talmidim of the Baal 

Shem Tov. He composed a sefer of 

chassidut titled the Toldos Yakov Yosef and 

traveled from one town to another selling 

his new sefer.  Arriving in a certain town, 

he was greatly disappointed for no one 

wanted to purchase his sefer.   

 

The preacher of the town comforted him 

saying, "Even the first author ever went 

around selling his sefer unable to find an 

interested customer."  

 

"Who was that?" asked the tzadik.  

 

"Hashem!" answered the preacher. 

  

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

"Tell my father not to worry," Joseph requested 

of his brothers. "All the honor and respect 

heaped upon me by the Egyptians has not had a 

negative effect. It has not made me lose the 

humility necessary to worship G-d properly." 

(Gedolei HaChasidut)

 

Here is seed for you; and you shall sow the land 

(Gen. 47:23) 

The righteous Joseph, the spiritual leader of 

every generation, gives each of us the 

encouragement and strength we need to worship 

G-d. But we must not rely solely on that which 

we receive from the tzadik; we must also sow 
the seeds we are given. 

(The Rebbe) 

 

 

"hogim" implies a study so deep and 
comprehensive that the Torah actually 
becomes part of the person. Moshiach 
is therefore described as "hogeh 
baTorah," for the power to redeem the 
Jewish people from exile can only come 
from one whose entire existence is 
absolutely unified with the Torah itself. 
 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

 
 
Then Judah came near to him (Gen. 44:18) 

 
The word "came near" - vayigash, 
implies that Judah and Joseph came 
very close. Many years later the 
descendants of Judah and Joseph split, 
and formed two separate kingdoms. 
Vayigash alludes to the time of the 
Redemption when we will unite as one 
kingdom under one king, Moshiach. 
 

 (Berieshit Raba) 

 
 

You shall tell my father of all my 

honor in Egypt (Gen. 45:13) 

...I will go down with you...and I will bring you 
up again (Gen. 46:3-4) 
 
Jacob was not sent into exile alone; G-d 
descended with him and guarded him 
there. Jacob possessed a comprehensive 
soul that included the souls of all Jews. 
"Jacob" thus stands for every single Jew, 
and his descent into Egypt alludes to 
Israel's descent into exile. Thus it follows 
that even now we are not alone, and that 
G-d will mercifully hasten the Final 
Redemption with Moshiach, as it states, 
"I will also bring you up again." 
 

 (Torat Menachem) 

 
 
He sent Judah before him to Joseph, to direct 
him to Goshen (Gen. 46:28) 

 
Our Sages explain that Judah was 
dispatched to Egypt before everyone else 
"in order to establish a house of 
learning...that the tribes be able to study 
Torah." Jacob understood that their 
sojourn in as corrupt a place as Egypt 
would pose a threat to the spirituality of 
the Jewish people, and thus prepared the 
antidote before their arrival. The word 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

Bayis Maleh Seforim 
 

Even as an eight-year-old child, the Rebbe Maharash would buy 

seforim with the coins he received as prizes for his tests and as a 

weekly allowance. In the month of Elul 1845, Reb Noach Baruch 

Moicher Seforim visited the village of Lubavitch. He generally came 

for Shavuos and Chanuka, and this time, too, as always, he brought a 

list of the new seforim for the Tzemach Tzedek to choose from. Eager 

to buy some himself, the Rebbe Maharash asked his father for thirty 

rubles from the money that was being held for him.  "First become 

familiar with the seforim you already have," his father said, "then you 

can buy more." 

 

At that point, Reb Chaim Dov the meshares joined them and notified 

the Tzemach Tzedek that they had set up the new seforim in the new 

bookcase that had just been brought by Yosef Dovid the carpenter. 

The Tzemach Tzedek already had five bookcases of seforim, two 

locked bookcases of kisvei yad (manuscripts) in his room, and another 

six bookcases in the entrance room. 

 

Accompanying his father to see the new seforim in the newly-built 

bookcase and the additional seforim on the side, waiting to be bound, 

the Rebbe Maharash was bothered. He turned to his father and asked: 

"You just told me that one should first know the seforim that one has 

before buying more. Are you knowledgeable in all the seforim you 

have?" 

 

The Tzemach Tzedek responded, "I am generally fluent in the seforim 

that I have. Here, take out a sefer and we'll see." 

 

Without much thought, the Rebbe Maharash ran towards one of the 

bookshelves and took out the first sefer that he chanced upon. It was a 

sefer on dikduk (grammar), and the Tzemach Tzedek freely quoted 

passages from the introduction and then from the body of the sefer, 

word for word. The Rebbe Maharash chose another sefer, also on 

dikduk, then a sefer of Kabbala, and finally some scholar's account of 

his travels.  The Tzemach Tzedek was able to cite them all verbatim. The 

Rebbe Maharash was truly amazed by his father's knowledge, especially 

in the area of dikduk. 

 

Seeing this, the Tzemach Tzedek explained that although generally 

chassidim are not particular about following the exact rules of dikduk 

while davening, the words of Shema and Kerias HaTorah must be 

pronounced precisely. He then gave his son the amount he had 

requested and added another ten rubles as a gift, enabling him to satisfy 

his thirst for even more seforim. 

 

at the beginning of 1972, the Rebbe urged his listeners to make seforim 

more available, and encouraged them to open new libraries wherever 

possible, thus enabling Yidden to study Torah there and also to take 

seforim home. Two months later, on Yud-Tes Kislev, the Rebbe further 

encouraged everyone to have numerous seforim in their own home, to 

make the learning of Torah even more accessible. The Rebbe added that 

this would not replace the need for libraries, as not everyone would own 

every single sefer.   

 

In particular, the Rebbe entrusted this mission to the womenfolk, who 

oversee the furnishings of the home, to make sure there are seforim on 

hand that direct the life of the home.  "Just as a pleasantly furnished 

home 'broadens the mind,'" the Rebbe advised, "so too mitzvos should 

   ACQUIRING BOOKS 

We Want 

Moshiach Now 
 

G-d, return to my tent, 

do not leave Your 

place - the Holy 

Temple; bring to an 

end the days of my 

mourning; indeed, 

come to give me my 

reward... L-rd , the 

portion of my 

heritage, hasten to my 

aid, loosen my 

sackcloth and gird me 

with joy; light my 

darkness, and with 

Your light illuminate 

the night of 

redemption for which I 

long, for You are my 

light... L-rd , redeem 

my soul from sorrow 

and sighing; grant 

relief to Your people, 

my King and my Holy 

One; change to well-

being the Fast of the 

Fifth, to joy and 

gladness the Fast of 

the Fourth and the Fast 

of the Tenth. 
(From the Penitential 

Prayers said on 10 Tevet) 

 

 

be tastefully decorated. The seforim should be given a central location, 

so that whoever enters can immediately sense the pleasant tone of a 

home that houses holy seforim. This planning should be thought out 

carefully, and not merely to fulfill an obligation.  However, unlike the 

care commonly devoted to keeping furniture in its best condition, the 

family's seforim should be used so much until they are worn out, faded, 

and torn, to the point that they have to be replaced!" 

 

Two years later, on Simchas Torah 1974, the Rebbe connected this 

mivtza to the concept of Yavneh veChachomeha, a central gathering of 

tannaim that had existed in Yavneh, and encouraged people to establish 

yeshivos wherever Yidden live. From then on, the mivtza was known as 

Bayis Maleh Seforim – Yavneh veChachomeha.  The Rebbe explained 

that both of these aspects were an extension of mivtza Torah, the earlier 

campaign to utilize every means possible to increase the study of Torah. 

 

  

Learning from the Seforim 
 

In connection with the victory of the seforim on Hei Teves, 5747 

(1987), the Rebbe said that we must ask the seforim themselves how to 

celebrate their victory – and the seforim declare that we should use them 

until they wear out…This is contrary to the worldly perception 

according to which precious items should be put away in a safe place 

and left untouched.  On another occasion the Rebbe emphasized:  The 

victory of the seforim has a purpose – that it should prompt people to 

increase their study of Torah. Even a child understands that his parents 

buy him a sefer in order that he should learn from it, not only to show it 

respect. Those who would like to celebrate in other ways should do so 

not during study time, but during the times of eating and sleeping. 

The Rebbe also said that the way to expedite the return of the other 

seforim of the Rebbeim still held in captivity is to buy additional 

seforim, something which is very easy in our times.   

 

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

  



Chabad of Talbiya hosted its fourth annual 

chassidic lecture at the Jerusalem Great 

Synagogue in honor of the Rosh Hashana of 

Chassidus on the 19th of Kislev.  And a hall 

was packed to capacity, close to 700 people.  

Rabbi Eli Canterman, shliach and organizer 

of the event, officially opened the evening 

with welcoming participants with a hearty 

"Gut Yomtov!" Rabbi Yisroel New emceed 

the evening. 

 

Singer Benny Friedman enthralled the 

audience with select, uplifting niggunim for a 

full hour, to the joy and applause of all 

present. He invited the crowd to sing along 

with him in 'farbrengen' style and concluded 

with the Alter Rebbe's niggun - the 'Daled 

Bavos.'  Menachem Mendel Davidson, a 

member of Chabad Talbiya's Jerusalem 

Friendship Circle, was so filled with the joy 

of the niggunim that he spontaneously sprang 

to the bima and danced with all the strength 

that he could muster. 

 

Friedman's renowned father, author and 

lecturer Rabbi Manis Friedman then took 

Rabbi Manis Friedman in Jerusalem 

over with the title of the evening, "See the 

Invisible - Do the Possible."  Rabbi Friedman 

inspired all of his listeners, to actually go out 

and do.. the impossible. His stories about the 

Alter Rebbe touched the hearts of his audience 

and his chassidic thoughts were so to speak 

tailored, to each individual.  His talk flowed 

smoothly from one concept to anther, spanning 

a wide range of chassidic topics, from the 

negative impact of Jewish guilt, to the true 

meaning of Emunah, tefilah and relationships.  

The crowd was mesmerized and deeply 

inspired. No one wanted the talk to come to an 

end. An unusual feature at the Great 

Synagogue, was the standing ovation given at 

the end his lecture, to Rabbi Friedman. 

 

Daphna, one of the guests who recently moved 

to Israel from Switzerland, said: "Since we 

have made Aliyah 2 years ago and are living in 

Jerusalem, we have attended different kinds of 

lectures, all of them very interesting. But Rav 

Friedman's lecture was so rich, so inspirational 

for us that we will really not be the same after 

it as we were before." 

 

"It was an honor for Jerusalem to have been 

gifted this Yud Tes Kislev with a double duo - 

Rabbi Manis and Benny Friedman who 

triumphed in spirit and in song," Rabbi 

Canterman commented. 

 

Reprinted from Collive 

 

 

 
You want to make enough challah to do a 

hafrashat challah but your mixer is not 

big enough and you don't have the 

strength to do it. I found a great recipe for 

1 kilo of flour that I do two batches of 

and then mix the two batches in a large 

bowl and let them rise together. The first 

batch has actually risen a bit longer so I 

put less sugar in the first batch and more 

in the second to make up for the time 

difference.  

 

 Alizah Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   Back in the day, when it was just me 

and my wife, we were careful to express our 

appreciation for what the other was doing. "Thanks 

darling, you did a great job on that leaky faucet." 

"My love, how did you manage to prepare such an 

amazing dinner?" Now with all the kids, whatever 

we do for each other - or for the children - is taken 

for granted. Should I just grow up and accept that 

fact that when running a house hold the niceties are 

gone until the children are grown up and gone? Is it 

just an ego thing on my part to want compliments 

again? 

Answer:   It is definitely good to acknowledge 

and compliment others.  Binyomin Klein, one of the 

Rebbe’s secretaries, said that he would enter the 

Rebbe’s office at least once a day to give the Rebbe 

letters that people had dropped off.  He would place 

the letters in the special corner on the Rebbe’s desk 

where the secretaries would place the letters.  The 

Rebbe would then give him the responses to the 

previous letters and the Rebbe would always say “a 

dank” - “thank you”. 

 

However, your question is whether it is appropriate 

to want compliments.  Let’s imagine that you discuss 

this issue with your wife and she agrees with you.  

You start receiving compliments again, the issue is 

resolved and you are happy.  A year later things 

revert back to the way they were and you stop 

receiving compliments.  Now you are unhappy.  

Ideally, we do not want our happiness to be 

dependent on compliments from others.   

 

When we do a mitzvah with the intent to receive a 

reward, this is not the highest level.  In Chassidus it 

is called the level of klipas nogah, a mixture of good 

and bad.  The good is that we are doing a mitzvah.  

The bad is that we are not doing it for Hashem but 

for ourselves, that we will receive a reward and not a 

punishment.  Our motivation is rooted in our self-

love, that we should receive good.  It is not being 

done just because of our love for Hashem and desire 

to cause Him pleasure.   

 

When we act kindly with the expectation and need to 

receive something in return, our good deed is mixed 

with self-love.  Because we love ourselves, we want 

to receive things that make us feel good.    Thus, not 

only will our actions lack sincerity, but they will be 

limited, motivated by what will be received.  Thus, 

there are two issues:  1.  Our happiness is dependent 

on external factors, i.e. compliments; 2.  Our actions 

are limited and lack sincerity. 

 

A sense of freedom is attained when we lessen the 

focus on what we will receive and act just for the 

other person’s well-being.   Not only are we 

emulating our Creator, but we are making ourselves 

a fitting vessel for Hashem to be revealed in our 

lives.  In fact, we will find that we no longer feel the 

same need for compliments.  Thus, in answer to your 

question:  You have a tremendous opportunity for 

growth.  Accustom yourself to doing good without 

the need to receive compliments.  Not only will you 

no longer be bothered by whether you did or did not 

receive a compliment, but there is a good chance that 

you will attain a new feeling of freedom and 

happiness in your life.  

. 
Please email your questions for this column to 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com  

 

Aharon Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching 

and counseling; Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 

 

 

Halacha Corner –  Dollar Bill in the Bathroom:  Is a dollar bill, on 

which it is written “In G-d We Trust,” considered a holy object that cannot 

be brought into the restroom?  It is prohibited to bring holy objects into a restroom 

unless they are wrapped in two coverings, one of which is not designated for it.  With the 

advent of the mechanical printing press in the 16th century, a discussion developed whether 

printed seforim have the same kedusha as written seforim where the writer imbues them 

with kedusha.  The majority of acharonim held that printed seforim are holy since they are 

printed with the force of the Jewish printer.  With the invention of the electric press and 

later the copy machine the shailo resurfaced. Some held that the sefer does not have the 

kedusha of a sefer, while many others argued that holy text printed on paper is holy 

regardless of how it came to be.  The accepted practice is to treat printed seforim with 

kedusha.  Whether Hashem’s name written in another language is holy is a subject of 

machlokes. Some say that it has no kedusha and may even be erased (though lechatchila 

they advise against it), but many acharonim hold it has complete sanctity. The Alter Rebbe 

writes that although it may be erased, one should treat it with respect and not mention it in 

a restroom.  Poskim argue whether modern day restrooms have tuma, since unlike old-time 

outhouses our bathrooms remain clean and odorless (like the Persian toilets described in the 

Gemara).  Because of a combination of all of the above reasons a dollar bill does not need 

to be double covered in a restroom. Some poskim permit uncovering it completely, while 

others say that in deference of Hashem’s name one should refrain.    
(by Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin Moreh Hora'ah - Beis Horaa Rechovot, reprinted from 

Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

 

 

mailto:coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com
mailto:coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com

