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Sarah Imenu lived a full life of one hundred and twenty-seven years as the pasuk says,
שני חיי שרה ושבע  ועשרים  Rashi explains the .ויהי ימי חיי  שרה מאה 

reason why the pasuk repeats the word several times: Hashem is teaching us that שנה
at one hundred years she was like a twenty year old girl, without sin; and as a twenty
year old she was like a seven year old in beauty. The pasuk concludes that שני חיי שרה
all her living days were similar, sinless and beautiful. Harab Yosef M’silant asked: we can
understand that Hashem wants to show us the sidkut of Sarah not making any sins, but
to praise her beauty seems strange, we know beauty is a gift from Hashem and not
anyone’s doings. Makeup and clothing do not reveal the real person, also physical
beauty is vain, since it does not remain. Rab Yosef brings a pasuk in parashat Noah
(11,29) וַּיִּקַח אַבְרָם וְנָחוֹר לָהֶם נָׁשִים ׁשֵם אֵׁשֶת-אַבְרָם שָֹרָי וְׁשֵם אֵׁשֶת-נָחוֹר מִלְּכָה ּבַת-הָרָן 
.אֲבִי-מִלְּכָה וַאֲבִי יִסְּכָה: The Gemara in Megillah explains who was: one opinion יסכה
says this was Sarah, why was she called Since she foresaw happenings through ?יסכה
nebuah (prophecy). The second opinion is that everyone admired her beauty. Rab Yosef
M’silant says that these two opinions seem to be extremely different, one telling us of
her kedusha and the other about her physical beauty. He explains both opinions in
regards to kedusha. Abraham commented to her when they were going down to
Mitsrayim, that I now know that you are very attractive, and she was. The Gemara in
Baba Batra says that she was amongst the four most beautiful women in the world.
Although she knew this, it was not important to her and she disregarded all thoughts
regarding her beauty. She was a very spiritual individual as we see that she had
prophecy. Hashem told Abraham listen to her voice about Yishamael, she שמע בקולה
sees his future. As Rab Yosef explains, by seven years old she was growing in kedusha,
her goals in life were similar to Abraham Abinu. Her purity penetrated all her limbs and
brought the Shechina upon her. All this was in order for Sarah to (Continued on page 2)
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Parashat Hayeh Sarah/פרשת חיי שרה

Friday /

Minha - מנחה /  4:10

Candle Lighting -  4:15

Shekiah - שקיעה / 4:33

Shabbat Morning /
- קרבנות  8:00
- ה‘ מלך 8:15

- שמע מ”א 8:46
שיעור חובות הלבבות

Shabbat Afternoon /
- שיעור הלכה  2:20

- מנחה 3:35
- שקיעה 4:33
- שיחה 5:05
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have a tremendous influence on women to bring them under the
Shechina. When one admires someone, they usually are attracted

to them and are influenced by them. That is why Sarah was able to bring the thousands
of women to serve Hashem.
The big question here is how was Sarah able to overcome all of her difficulties in life and
remain at all times dedicated to Hashem? After all, she was barren until ninety years old,
she was forced by Paroh and Abimelech to almost marry them, and she had the
harrowing thought that her dear son Yitshak was slaughtered by his father as a korban
to Hashem. How did this not affect her emotionally and physically? Usually yissurim have
a toll on one’s health, attitude and appearance. The answer is, complete Emunah in
Hashem, knowing that everything that happens is only for the good. Hashem guides
everything there is no such thing as coincidence or accident. As Rabbenu Bahya says in
Hobot Halebabot, no-one can harm or benefit anyone unless Hashem wants it to
happen. There is never a fear of others only of Hashem. Therefore, one lives happily and
content from day to day thanking Hashem for all of his great wondrous deeds to him
and to Klal Yisrael. This was the beauty of Sarah, pure and spiritual, which brought the
radiance of Hashem into the world.

Shabbat Shalom                               HaRav Ezra Zafrani

(Continued from page 1)

Stories of Gedolim
Many times gedolim make requests and statements which
others do not understand until much later when their foresight
and wisdom become known to all. Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski
zt”l led his generation during incredibly turbulent rimes, the
years preceding World War II. His followers and talmidim
adhered to his every word and direction, though at times they
were puzzled.

Horav Yisroel Zev Gustman zt”l was a talmid who, though very
young at the time, was appointed to the Vilna Bet Din by R’ Chaim
Ozer. Once while walking through the forest, R’ Chaim Ozer

seemed to go “off-topic” and began showing R’ Yisroel Zev different plants, bushes and
shrubs. He pointed out which were edible and which were poisonous. R’ Yisroel Zev
listened attentively to his Rebbe, although he had no idea why he was telling him these
things.

Another thing that was puzzling was R’ Chaim Ozer’s request that a ten year calendar be
printed. At that time, calendars were printed yearly and many did not want to change the
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EAR MUSCLES OF THE BAT
Although they have good eyesight, it is well-known that bats fly
by sonar. They emit high frequency sounds which the human ear
cannot hear. The returning echo of those sounds places "sound-
print" pictures in their minds. Using this technique, a bat can
"see" and catch a tiny, fast flying insect.

But there are more wonders here than we would otherwise have imagined: A bat can vary the pitch of that
sound. The higher it is, the smaller the surface its echo can reveal. Some sounds are so high that they can
enable the little bat to detect the presence of a wire no thicker than a human hair stretched across its
pathway. Then there is the intensity of that sound. The louder it is, the more distant the object that can be
detected. So these calls are generally loud; so loud, in fact, that they would strike our ears as though they
came from air-hammers, except that, by design, they are so high-pitched that we cannot hear them.
Hakadosh Baruch hu designed these noises as loud as a pneumatic drill, to be in a range which would be
soundless to us.

But wait! If it is necessary for a bat to make such a loud sound, in order to have it echo back from a distant
object,-how can the bat possibly hear the echo with its ears, in the midst of all the racket it is making with
its mouth? This is a good question, for it would, indeed, be a very real problem. The ear of the bat was
designed to be extremely sensitive, so that it can hear very faint sounds. Yet just a few of its screams would
quickly deafen it! The Designer solved this problem also: There is a special muscle in the middle ear of the
bat. It is attached to one of three tiny bones which transmits the vibrations of the eardrum to the tubular
organ in the skull that converts them into nerve signals sent to the brain. Just as each scream is on the verge
of being emitted, this muscle instantly pulls back that bone, so that it does not transmit sound from the
outer ear to the inner ear. The eardrum is momentarily disconnected! Then, after the scream is ended, that
muscle relaxes-and the bone moves back into place, and faint sounds can be heard. This back-and-forth
motion of that bone occurs more than a hundred times a second! And it always occurs in perfect alignment
with the sending of the super-short screams.

But there is still more: The faster these sounds are emitted, the more up-to-date information the bat will
receive. Fast reception of information is especially needed when the little fellow is flying around the curves
inside the cave, or is flying among the branches of a forest. Some bats can send out 200 quick screams a
second. Each sound lasts only a thousandth of a second, and each is spaced just the right distance from the
other so that each echo is clearly heard.

This creature is astounding. It is the laws of nature and the things of nature which give us a little insight
HaShems boundless wisdom!

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

נפלאות הבורא
Hashems Amazing World

Stories of Gedolim cont…
accepted practice and put out a longer term calendar. But
R’ Chaim Ozer insisted. And so it was.

A little while later, R’ Chaim Ozer passed away and the Nazis ym”s overtook Vilna. R’ Yisroel
Zev Gustman miraculously escaped the Nazi’s clutches and he, along with his wife and
daughter escaped to the forest. R’ Gustman was able to sustain himself and his family by
eating the plants R’ Chaim Ozer had showed him as edible and avoiding those he had been
taught were poisonous. R’ Gustman was also able to keep track of the Jewish Calendar and
yamim tovim, since he owned the calendar that R’ Chaim Ozer had insisted be written. His
rebbe’s guidance had saved him, both physically and spiritually
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הלכות למעשה
Weekly Halachot

The Laws of Amira L’Nochri (Week 13)
Deriving benefit from a Nochri (non-Jew) on Shabbat

In addition to the prohibition of Amira le’nochri the
Hachamim prohibited one to benefit from a melacha that
was done by a non-Jew for a Jew on Shabbat. Furthermore
they prohibited one to benefit even after Shabbat for the
amount of time it takes to do the melacha (בכדי שיעשו).
The reason for this prohibition (explained by Tosafot) is to
prevent one from transgressing the prohibition of Amira
le’nochri for if one would be permitted to benefit from the
melacha of a non-Jew he will eventually tell a non-Jew
directly to do melacha for him. Another reason (explained by
Rashi) is in order not to benefit from a forbidden melacha
that was done on Shabbat.

נכרי שעשה מלאכה בשבת לצורך עצמו 
If a non-Jew performed a melacha on Shabbat for his own
benefit, it is permitted for a Jew to benefit from it on
Shabbat.
Examples:
A) If a non-Jew turned on a light in a dark room for his own
pleasure, it is permitted for a Jew to benefit from the light
since his intentions were for his own benefit.
B) If a non-Jew carried water through a public street for his
own pleasure, it is permitted for a Jew to benefit from the
water on Shabbat.
C) A great Hacham when he needed a book that was in a
dark room he would instruct his maid to get him an item
from the dark room, upon entering the room she would
turn on the light in order to find the item that her boss
requested and he would then enter the room to find his
book. Although she entered the room for her boss
nevertheless it's permitted to benefit from the light since
the actual melacha of turning on the light was done for her
own convenience.
D) It is permitted for one whose lights went out on Shabbat
to invite a non-Jew to his house and have him turn on the
lights by telling him, " I have an ice cold beer and some food
in my house that I would like to share with you but I cannot
get it because my lights are out" the non-Jew will then turn
on the lights for his own benefit in order to find his food
and drink. Consequently one may benefit from the light
since the non-Jew did the melacha for his own benefit.
E) If ones maid accidentally turned off a light and then
turned it back on, it is permissible to benefit from it since it
was through her that the light was turned off it's
considered as though she turned it back on for herself.

נכרי שעשה מלאכה לצורך עצמו במידי דאכילה
It is forbidden for a Jew to eat bread or any other food that
was baked on Shabbat by a non-Jewish baker even if the
baker had no intention to benefit the Jew.
 The Hachamim prohibited this as a safeguard to prevent
one from transgressing the prohibition of Amira le’nochri
for if one can benefit from freshly baked bread on Shabbat

he will come to tell a baker to bake it for him on Shabbat.
Therefore even in a place where we can assume that he is
baking solely for non-Jews such as a city where the
majority are non-Jews nevertheless it's forbidden.
However if one did not have enough bread for the Shabbat
meal and the only available bread had been baked on
Shabbat in such a pressing situation one may be lenient
and benefit from the bread. (However it is forbidden to
directly tell a non-Jew to bake bread on Shabbat).

נכרי שעשה מלאכה בשביל עצמו וגם בשביל ישראל 
If a non-Jew performed a melacha with the intention to
benefit both himself and a Jew, it is forbidden for a Jew to
benefit from the melacha on Shabbat. For example if a
non-Jew turned on a light both for his own benefit and for
the benefit of a Jew it is forbidden for one to benefit from
the light on Shabbat.

ונכרי שעשה מלאכה
לצורך עצמו בדבר דאיכא למיחש שמא ירבה בשביל

If a non-Jew performed a melacha on Shabbat for his own
benefit, if he has a Jewish friend, it is forbidden for a Jew to
benefit from the melacha on Shabbat. The reason for this
is that we suspect that he added to the melacha with the
intention to benefit his Jewish friend. However if it’s a
melacha that cannot be added to such as turning on a light
then it's permitted to benefit.
Example:
- If a non-Jewish maid boiled water on Shabbat for her own
benefit it is forbidden for one to benefit from the boiled
water until after Shabbat because of the possibility that
she added water for the sake of her Jewish boss.

If a non-Jew turned on a light in a room that had a mixture
of both Jews and non-Jews, the law depends on the
circumstance;
A. If the majority of people in the room were non-Jews, it is
permitted for a Jew to benefit for we can assume that the
non-Jew turned on the light for the majority.
B. If the majority of people in the room were Jews, it is
forbidden for a Jew to benefit.
C. If they were mixed equally, it is forbidden for a Jew to
benefit.
D. If immediately after turning on the light the non-Jew
used it for his own pleasure then we can assume that he
turned it on for his own benefit therefore it is permitted for
one to benefit even if the majority were Jews. Similarly if
it's obvious that he did it for the benefit of a Jew then it's
forbidden to benefit even if the majority were non-Jews.

Rabbi Michael Levy


