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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS SHEMINI / PESACH תשע"ו 

HOW TO REACT TO THE TENSE MATZAHS  

The two requirements permitting one to eat from among all the animals are that they 

have a split hoof and that they bring up their cud. The exception to this rule, are those 

animals that possess only one siman of kashrus. They are the camel, the hyrax and the 

hare for they bring up their cuds but their hooves are not split. It is remarkable to note 

that when the Torah lists these three exceptions it uses three different tenses for each 

one. By the camel it writes that its hoof is not split  ופרסה איננו מפריס in the present 

tense. When listing the non split hooves of the hyrax it uses the future tense  ופרסה לא

ופרסה  By the hare we find the description of missing split hooves in the past tense .יפריס

 One does not have to be a Dikduk fan in order to appreciate this deviation .לא הפריסה

one next to each other and it therefore begs for an explanation. 

The sefer Yagail Yaakov explains this seemingly “tense condition” as follows. There are 

three basic emunahs that every Yid must have (1) Hashem created everything into 

existence out of nothing (2) even after creation, Hashem Himself is the constant 

mashgiach and prime mover of everything. This includes the belief of reward and 

punishment (3) the emunah in the future resurrection of the dead and the coming of 

Moshiach for the final geulah.  

Corresponding to these three principals of emunah there are three kelipos which take 

the form of these three non kosher animals that strive to uproot these three beliefs 

from the Yid. The camel kelipah, גמל, rejects emunah in the Torah, Divine Providence, 

and Hashem’s intervention. This negative force in creation advocates the belief of the 

generation of the Biblical Enosh. As the Rambam describes, that Enosh believed that 

Hashem created the universe but afterwards He gave it over to nature and the celestial 

bodies to control. The word גמל besides meaning camel also translates as to wean. The 

kelipa fosters the belief that Hashem weaned and separated Himself from it. This is why 

this non kosher animal finds itself described in the present tense.  

The  שפן, hyrax, is an embodiment of the kelipah that represents disbelief in the future 

of the נפש which shares the same letters as שפן. Therefore its tense is future.  

The hare ארנבת represents the kelipah that denies that Hashem created the world. This 

belief was advocated by the Greeks. The gemarrah in Megillah (9b) (Vayikrah Rabba 

13,5) writes that Galus Yavon is called ארנבת. It is also the gematriah of  מכחיש בכל

 it denies the entire creation. It is therefore that the Torah writes its lack of הבריאה

hooves in the past tense. 
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 Let us continue with this train of thought. It is incumbent for every Yid to possess 

actively three emunahs in Hashem, the past present and future. This is what the 

Shulchan Aruch brings at its very beginning שויתי הויה לנגדי תמיד. One should always 

have in front of him the Name of Hashem. For the letters of the name of Hashem 

parallel all three tenses היה הוה יהיה.  

It is therefore that we find in connection to Yetzias Mitzrayim the mentioning of 

emunah three times corresponding to the three basic emunos. (Shmos 4,31)   ויאמן העם

 the people believed that Hashem saw their affliction. This is the emunah כי ראה את ענים

in Hashem in the capacity of Mashgiach in the present. At Keriyas Yam Suf    'ויאמינו בה

 they believed in Moshe Rabbeinu (Shmos 14,31). This event paralleled the ובמשה עבדו

emunah of the future as Rashi points out on the words אז ישיר משה (Shmos 15,1) that 

from here we learn out Techiyas Hamaisim. The third time was at Matan Torah  וגם בך

 Matan Torah represented the emunah of the past that .(Shmos 19,9) יאמינו לעולם

Hashem created the world with the blueprints of the Torah as the Zohar writes  איסתכל

 is compounded from  וישכב  It also explains (Balak) that the word .באורייתא וברא עלמא

two words יש כב that the יש (matter) of this world came from כב the 22 letters of the 

Torah. 

Now we can understand our minhag that during the Pesach Seder we have three 

Matzos. Matzah is called by the Zohar מיכלא דימהימנותא bread of emunah. As the Navi 

says  אחרי במדבר בארץ לא זרועהזכרתי לך חסד נעוריך לכתך  Hashem says that you 

followed me into the desert with no provisions except for the matzah that you baked. 

The three matzos correspond to the three basic emunahs that a Yid must possess, and 

which are reinforced at the Seder night. When one possesses these three principals of 

emunah he then has the capability of making changes in his spiritual life for the better. 

For instance, if one believes that Hashem created the world in the past from 

nothingness then he understands that creation has a master plan and destiny. Life is not 

a free for all to do what you want, when you want, where you want and with whom you 

want. Since you are one of G-d’s creations, you must align your life daily with His divine 

plan fulfilling one’s mission.   

When one believes in the future that there will be eternal reward and punishment with 

each individual accountable for his moral choices, he will to the best of his ability strive 

to fulfill his obligations in this world which is the corridor to the next world.  

If he realizes that Hashem’s constant hashgacha is presently over, him he will not live his 

life with the slogan of unhappiness and discontentment, would have, could have, should 

have.  
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That is why the gematriah of three times אמונה equals דבש   honey, which has the quality 

to transform a non kosher bee that fell inside it to be edible over time. So too by 

constantly pressing the refresh button of our three emunos we can transform ourselves 

into happier and fulfilled  'עובדי ה.   

These three maztos of emunah parallel the avodah of our three Avos.  Avraham brought 

into the world the emunah of the presence of Hashem as the mashgiach on everything. 

Until Avraham, Hashem was only אלקי השמים. Avraham brought about the recognition 

that Hashem is Adon even on the earth (Bereishis 24,7 Rashi). Yitzchak corresponds to 

the emunah of the future tense as he experienced the first Techiyas Hamaisim at the 

Akaidah and hence the second beracha of Shemoneh Esrai Mechayai Hamaisim was 

initiated through him. Yaakov who is the Amud Hatorah represents the emunah in the 

past that Hashem created the world through the letters of the Torah as we mentioned 

above.  

The acronym of these three non kosher animals is אשג  which means to go astray. These 

three kelipos strive to weaken our three emunos so that we will go astray from fulfilling 

Torah and Mitzvos. At the night of the Seder we partake from these three matzos of 

emunah after reciting the Haggadah on them. This will energize us to combat against 

these three kelipos whose sole interest is to hijack these basic daily beliefs away from 

us. 

Gut Shabbos Rav Brazil  

 


