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While standing in one place in an area where there is no eruv, is it permissible to 

place an item (such as one’s hat) on a parked car? Similarly, if one’s hat flew off 

and came to rest either on top of a parked car or beneath it, is it permissible to pick 

it up and replace it on one’s head? 

Although the simple answer to the above questions is “No, it is not permissible to place 

one’s hat on a parked car, nor to remove a hat from on either on top of or beneath a 

parked car”, the permissibility of placing an item (e.g. a man’s hat, a woman’s glove, a 

coat or jacket) on, or removing it from, an object in an area where there is no eruv, is 

dependent on a number of factors.  The primary consideration is whether the item is 

being transferred from one Halachic domain to another, for example, from a r’shus 

harabim (on a very basic level, an open public area that is not enclosed within an eruv,) 

to a r’shus hayachid (a Halachically enclosed area).  

When in doubt over the permissibility of placing an item on an object when outside an 

eruv, the most prudent options are: 

o Place the item on the ground 

o Place the item on a small item  (surface area < 12”x12”)  e.g. parking meter/ small 

mailbox/ fire hydrant/ bicycle/ stool/ traffic cone 

o Sit down on a bench/dead tree stump/hood of a car and then place the item next to 

you. (This positions both you and the item in the same domain, i.e. r’shus hayachid) 

o Hand the item to another person standing near you  

Please note that the Halachos of “carrying” are complex and it is beyond the scope of 

this sheet to provide in-depth and comprehensive guidelines and explanations. A chart 

depicting various “carrying” scenarios is attached; please be aware, however, that it is 

by no means all-inclusive. 

 

It is our goal is to raise awareness regarding common scenarios within the framework of 

Hilchos Shabbos, and encourage the individual learning of the Halachos as well as 

consulting with a Rav when specific situations arise. To reiterate what is printed at the 

end of each weekly sheet, “The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan 

Eibshitz that if one does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to 

transgress a forbidden act on Shabbos”. 
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