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Halachos of Amira l’Akum 

Is it permissible to hint to a non-Jew to perform a Melocha on Shabbos? 

According to many Poskim, a non-Jew may not do any melocha on behalf of a Yid in the home of 

the Yid with his possession regardless if the non-Jew was asked directly.  

A non-Jew performing an action for a Yid that does not require a melocha may perform the 

action even in a way that does entail a melocha if that is the non-Jew’s preference, since only 

the outcome of the action is for the benefit of the Yid while the melocha itself is being done for 

the convenience of the non-Jew. For example, a non-Jew cleaning a table in a Yid’s home may 

do so with a wet towel (a forbidden melocha) since the outcome (a clean table) is able to be 

achieved as well through the non-melocha method of pouring water on the table and wiping it 

with a napkin. 

In cases of necessity, one may rely on the Poskim that permit hinting to a non-Jew. An example 

of a necessity would be to turn off the light so that one will be able to fall asleep. 

When hinting to a non-Jew, one must be aware of the following: 

 One may not directlly ask the non-Jew to come to one’s house even if he intends 

only to hint to the non-Jew regarding the melocha  

 One may not begin the conversation with the words “Can you do me a favor?” or 

“Please help”. 

 If the non-Jew replies to the hint by asking “Would you like me to turn off the light?” 

one is not permitted to answer “Yes”, since doing so is the equivalent of asking the 

non-Jew to perform the melocha. 

 One may not derive a positive benefit on Shabbos from the melocha done by a non-

Jew. Increasing the light in a room where there is already light is not considered a 

benefit. Similarly, turning a light off is not considered a positive benefit as well. 

Are there situations that permit a Yid to ask a non-Jew directly to perform a Melocha that a 

Yid will benefit from on Shabbos? 

The following are some common situations when it is permissible to ask a non-Jew directly to 

perform a melocha: 

 For the needs of a choleh 

 For the needs of young children 

 If it is very cold in the house (this situation would permit a non-Jew to turn on the 

heat or turn off the air conditioner) 

Is it permissible to ask a non-Jew to perform an action that will entail the unintentional 

performance of a melocha? 

If necessary, it is permissible to ask a non-Jew to perform an action that will entail the 

unintentional performance of a melocha.  An example of this would be to ask the non-Jew to 

open the refrigerator even though the interior light will turn on. 

  


