
THE POWER OF EMPATHY
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

To emulate Hashem’s middos and generate a kiddush 
Hashem, we must master the art of empathy.
The biography of Rav Eliezer Geldzahler zt”l relates 
that a few months after his passing, his daughter 
drove to a gas station. The attendant on duty was a 
dwarf. As he began washing her car, he noticed a large 
portrait of her father left on the front seat of the car. 
“How do you know this man?” he asked excitedly. 
“He used to come here. I’ve been waiting to see him!”
The daughter gently told him that he was her father, 
and he had passed away. The man began to cry.
“I must tell you what your father did for me,” he said. 
“This is one of the few jobs I can do, and most of the 
customers look away when they see me. But your 
father greeted me warmly. He told me that I am an 
inspiration, because even though I have an apparent 
handicap, I don’t act like a victim; I get up every 
morning and make an honest living. He said that he 
was going to tell the students in his school what they 
can learn from me. He made me feel tall.”
Similarly, Rav Yechezkel Abramsky zt”l was once 
walking in Yerushalayim when he passed a young 
girl who was crying. Another man might have 
kept walking, but Rav Yechezkel interrupted his 
conversation and bent down to ask the girl what was 
wrong. “My friend said that my dress is ugly,” she 
cried. Rav Yechezkel calmed her, reassuring her that 
her dress was beautiful, and she left with a smile.
To his companion, he explained, “The navi says, 
Umachah Hashem dimah me’al kol panim—Hashem 
will wipe tears from every face. We must emulate 
Him and wipe away all tears, even those of a child.”  

TRAVELS AND TRAVAILS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Immediately after the Mishkan was erected, a cloud descended to rest on 
it, showing the Presence of Hashem in the Mishkan, guiding klal Yisrael 
from in their midst. The people encamped around the Mishkan—it was their 
center. The cloud was the shepherd staff through which Hashem pointed His 
flock where and when to go.

We are told that this guidance was unpredictable. There were times 
when the people stayed in one place for a long period; at other times, they 
remained at rest for just a few days. Some of their rests lasted one night, and 
some a whole month, or even a year.

The Ramban explains that since they never had advance notice, whenever 
the cloud gave the signal, they would have to make all the arrangements for 
an extended stay, yet knowing that any moment they might have to pack up 
and follow its movement into the desert.
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Dovid Hamelech had a passionate relationship with Hashem, 
constantly singing His praises as he sat alone in the pasture as 
a shepherd. In Ashrei, he describes how wonderful it is to speak 
about G-d, to appreciate His goodness and teach others about it.

Chazal tell us that those who say Tehilla L'Dovid three times a 
day are assured of a chelek in olam haba. This is true only if we 
think about what we say. Thinking of Hashem’s wonders and how 
great it is to serve Him will deepen our connection with Him.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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This is the lesson of the journey through 

the midbar. We learned to trust Hashem’s 

instructions, no matter how incomprehensible 

they seemed to us. At times He instructs us 

to leave what we have just begun to love, and 

at times He asks us to stay in an undesirable 

situation—but nevertheless, we accept 

whatever He commands.

But closer consideration reveals that it was 

not the strain of long journeys but the patient 

waiting in one place that was the real test. 

Nothing is said of the duration of the journeys, 

but prolonged waiting is mentioned several 

times. We are told, three pesukim in a row, that 

they journeyed forth only after the cloud lifted, 

traveling or not traveling according to the 

cloud.

Clearly, particular stress is placed on klal 

Yisrael’s endurance and patience. This is 

understandable, considering the inhospitality 

of the midbar, and the fact that the people, not 

yet condemned to forty years of wandering, 

were fully aware that every stop they made in 

the wilderness was only keeping them from 

their promised destination. Through their 

wandering and following, the people acquired 

the quiet, serene resignation and trusting 

patience that they would carry with them 

throughout their wanderings in the wilderness 

of nations over so many centuries of galus. 

HOW HASHEM SPEAKS BACK
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

How fitting to discuss the mitzvah of learning Torah in the week following 

Shavuos! Learning Torah connects us with our Creator. Rav Aharon Kotler used 

to say that when we daven, we speak to Hashem—but when we learn, Hashem 

speaks to us.

In Shir Hashirim, a kallah expresses her longing for her chassan, saying: 

"Support me with cups of wine, surround me with fragrant apples, for I am sick 

with love." Targum Yonasan tells us that allegorically, this verse alludes to the 

uplifting yet traumatic experience of Matan Torah. Prophecy is not easy for 

the unprepared, and bnei Yisrael were so overwhelmed that according to some 

opinions they actually died. Therefore, the people asked Moshe Rabbeinu 

to relay Hashem's words to them so that they would not have to experience 

prophecy themselves. Hashem agreed.

However,  once they were hearing Hashem's words secondhand, they missed the 

ecstasy of the closeness they had felt before. As frightened as they were when 

He spoke to them directly, they were lovesick for the experience. But when they 

went to the beis midrash and studied Hashem's Torah, they felt as if they were 

hearing Hashem speak to them again.  

Chazal tell us that all the other mitzvos together cannot equal the reward of one 

word of Torah learning. The Chofetz Chaim zt”l is quoted as having said that 

if there would be a temporary techiyas hamesim for just one hour, the niftarim 

would get out of their graves, completely ignoring the loved ones waiting to see 

them, and run as fast as they could to the beis midrash to learn. Coming from the 

world of truth, they would know very well how awesome is the reward for every 

second of learning.

With Shavuos behind us, let us strengthen our commitment to limud hatorah, 

increase our learning in quantity and quality, and absorb the closeness that 

comes from connecting with Hashem.  

A FACE THAT FEELS

How do alligators know what's in the water?

The jaws of alligators and crocodiles are studded with pimple-like bumps. Scientists discovered 
that these bumps are connected to nerves that stimulate the skin and muscles of the face. These 
nerves travel to the brain through holes in the jawbone, called foramina. They serve as sensors, 
detecting any change in the water. When you put your finger into the water, the ripples reach the 
bumps on the alligator’s jaws. Nerves fire, and the animal detects movement. That’s how alligators 
finds their prey. Nothing in the universe is purposeless.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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