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I n the times of the Baal Shem Tov,
there was a drought. The Baal

Shem Tov advised his students to go
to a certain drunkard and ask him to
pray for rain. "I am unable to cancel
this decree," the Baal Shem Tov told

them, "but histefillos can."

The students were surprised. "Why
should they go to a drunkard? What
power of tefillah could he possibly
have?" But they knew that they
should follow the Baal Shem Tov's
counsel.
The Baal Shem Tov said, "He drinks
all day until he falls asleep, and
when he wakes up, he starts drinking
again. He is only sober the moment
he awakens. You must catch him at
that moment and ask him to pray for
rain."
The students traveled to the town
where this yid lived and waited for
the opportunity. One day, they were
present when the drunkard woke up.
He reached for his bottle, but the
students stopped him. "We have a
problem and we want you to pray
for us."
"You want me to pray for you?
Don’t you see who I am? I'm a
drunk. I'm a nobody…"
"The Baal Shem Tov said that if you
will pray for us, we will be helped."

"There must be some mistake. The

Baal Shem Tov told you to come to
me!? It doesn’t make sense."
"But that is the reality. He wants you

to pray for rain…"

The man raised his hands and
prayed. It started to rain

immediately.

When the students returned, the
Baal Shem Tov explained: As you
saw, this man isn't the greatest
tzaddik. Once, he took a bundle of
money and set out on his way to
commit a severe sin. En route, he
passed a poor family sitting on the
roadside. The children were crying,
and the parents looked forlorn. It
was a pitiful sight, and he had
mercy on them. "What happened?"

he asked them.

"We couldn’t pay the rent, and the
poritz put us out on the street," the

father said.

"How much money do you need?"

They told him. It was exactly the
amount that he had in his pouch.
He deliberated at first, but his
yetzer tov won and he gave them
the money. "You can keep it," he

said. "It's a gift."

Every good deed is rewarded, and
this mitzvah of tzedakah created a
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great commotion in heaven. He
saved an entire family. As a reward,
heaven granted him an unusual
power of tefillah. All his prayers

would be answered.TorahWellsprings-Purim

But this can be a problem, because
Hashem has a plan for the world,
and this person had the potential to
change everything with his prayers.
Tefillah can be compared to a very
powerful tool, and like all tools,
when used incorrectly, they can be
hazardous. The problem was
augmented by the fact that he was
an ignoramus and not too G-d
fearing. He might use this power to

do bad things for people.

Therefore, it was decided in the
heavenly court that this man will be
a drunkard. He would hardly have
time to pray, because he will
always be drinking and not be
aware of his amazing powers. But
the Baal Shem Tov knew of his
super-abilities, and therefore he

wanted him to pray for rains.

The Chidushei HaRim repeated this
story on Purim and said that this is
the reason Chazal say one should be
happy with wine on Purim. On
Purim everyone receives the great
power of tefillah. That's why Chazal
decreed that people should be

distracted by the drinking.

This story teaches us another lesson

too. The man in this story was a low
person, but he performed a
remarkably good deed, and he was
rewarded immensely. This reminds
us that no matter what level one is
on, he can merit doing great things
that will be compensated
significantly. One can never know
when he will do a good deed that

will stir the heavens.

The Midrash says that chapter 30 of
Tehillim (which is recited daily)øåîæî
...ãåãì úéáä úëåðç øéù, was composed by
Mordechai HaTzaddik, his students,
HamanHaRasha, EstherHaMalkah,
Kneses Yisrael, and Ruach
Hakadosh. (Each one said one or

two pesukimof this chapter.)

The Midrash says, "When Haman
came to Mordechai he said, 'Get up
and get dressed! How bad is my
mazal! Yestherday, I prepared the
gallows, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu
prepared a crown for you. I was
preparing rope and nails [to hang
you], and Hakadosh Baruch Hu was
preparing the king's clothing for you.
I wanted to tell the king to hang you
on the gallows, and he told me to
lead you on his horse.' Haman
dressed him… When Mordechai was
riding, he praised Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. .éì éáéåà úçîù àìå éðúéìã éë 'ã êîîåøà
...éðàôøúå êéìà éúòåù é÷ìà 'ã, "I exult you
Hashem, because You raised me,
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and you didn’t allow my enemies to
rejoice…I shouted to you, and you
healed me…'"
The Midrash also cites the words

that Haman said:

"That rasha [Haman], what did he
say [as he led Mordechai through
the streets]? He said,éåìùá éúøîà éðàå
æò éøøäì úãîòä êðåöøá 'ã .íìåòì èåîà ìá
ìäáð éúééä êéðô úøúñä, "When things
were tranquil, I said that I would
never fall. [But now I realize] that
it was Your will that made me
mighty. You concealed Your face,

and I was frightened.'"…

It was an unusual moment of truth,
when Haman said these few
wonderful words to Hashem. He
recognized that his might, wealth,
and fame were given to him from
Hashem, and Hashem could easily

take them away from him.

His righteousness lasted a short
moment. Immediately afterwards,
Haman reverted being therasha he
always was, but for one moment he
was righteous. What was his
reward?
The Gemara tells us that one of
Haman's descendents taught Torah
to his students in Bnei Brak. How
did Haman merit this? The Sheim
MiShmuel said that he merited it
because of the righteous words that

he said while leading Mordechai
through the streets of Shushan.

Even Haman's good deed didn’t go
to waste. All good deeds, from each

and every person, are rewarded.

The Sheim MiShmuel concludes,
"This is a lesson for all people,
even those who are on terribly low
levels – may Hashem save us. They
shouldn’t consider it to be
insignificant every [good] word
they say, and even every good
thought they have. Even when one
doesn’t have the strength to
continue on this good path,
nevertheless, it will be extremely
beneficial for him, to the extent that
no mouth can say it, and no heart
can comprehend just how far these

matters go."

We learn from this the extraordinary
reward that awaits us. If Haman was
rewarded with a descendent, a
Tanna, because of the twopesukim
he said, how much reward should
we expect for the many good deeds

we do!

Esther's father died before she was
born. Her mother died in childbirth.
She was an orphan her entire life. In
that era, an orphan was hopeless and
couldn’t expect much of a future.
But Esther became the queen of 127
provinces – which according to
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some opinions, was the entire
civilized world1111 – and she saved the
Jewish nation from destruction.
Against all odds, she reached the

greatest heights.2222

She requested from thechachamim,
úåøåãì éðåáúë, "Write about me, for the
future generations… [Let there be a
Megillas Esther]…." And the
chachamim agreed, and that's the
reason we have a Megillas Esther

today.

Esther requested, "Write about me,
for the future generations," because
she wanted the miracle to be
remembered and celebrated in

every generation.

But we can add,bederech tzachus,
that Esther requested,éðåáúë, "write
about me." Let people hear how an
orphan woman, with almost no

hope for her future, became a
mighty queen and the savior of the

Jewish people.

Esther wanted people to be aware of
their potential. They shouldn’t
underestimate themselves. They
should be aware of what happened
to Esther, and realize that the same
can happen to them. In spite of how
things seem, they can reach

unforeseen heights of greatness.

Likewise, when one performs
mitzvos, he should know that he is
building immeasurable greatness for
himself. As the Sheim MiShmuel
wrote, "[the mitzvah] will be
extremely beneficial for him, to the
extent that no mouth can say it, and
no heart can comprehend just how
far these matters go." He is
acquiring greatness that he never

knew was possible.3333

1. As the gemara says, "Three ruled over the entire world: Achav, Achashveirosh,
and Nebuchadnezzar" (Megillah 11.)

2. The midrash teaches, "[When you – the Jewish nation – went to exile] you
cried אב  ואין היינו  יתומים  'we are like orphans and we don’t have a father' (Eicha

5:3). Therefore I swear that your redeemer will be someone who doesn’t have a
father or a mother." (Esther Rabba 2:7). Because it is viewed as a great wonder,
that someone without parental support can accomplish so much and redeem the
Jewish nation.
3. An American yid fell into the pit where the subway tracks are laid. He

couldn’t climb the tall walls, and his life was in danger. At any moment, a
train could come.
A gentile subway worker, risking his own life, jumped in and rescued the yid. He
became a hero! A journalist asked him how he had the courage to do it.
He replied, "I work here, and I'm paid ten dollars an hour. If there would be an
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TwoTwoTwoTwo PathsPathsPathsPaths

When a person (or a community) has
a serious problem, they react in one
of the following two ways (or
ideally, a mixture of various
proportions of both): One approach
is prayer. The second approach is
bitachon and belief that everything

is for the good.

When one follows the first approach
of tefillah, his continence will
express a broken heart, and will
often be combined with fasts and
tears. When one follows the second
approach, you will see happiness and

confidence on his face.

We should have a mixture of the
two modes, because there is a time

and a place for both.

The miracles of Purim came about
from both reactions. It is written,
"Mordechai knew everything that
occurred [about Haman's decree of
annihilation] and Mordechai ripped
his clothes, dressed in sackcloth and

ashes, and he went into the city and
he cried out loudly and bitterly…
And in every country, where the
king's decree reached, there was
great mourning among the Yidden,
fasts, crying, and eulogies. Many
people wore sackcloth and ashes."
(Esther 4:1-3). They took the route
of tefillah, to annul the cruel decree.

Mordechai's cries aroused all those
who heard him to cry out and pray
as well. Esther followed the path
of tefillah, and therefore she
decreed a three-day fast before she

went to Achashveirosh.

But in addition, the yidden also
utilized the approach ofsimchahand
bitachon. They trusted that Hashem
will help them. The Chasam Sofer
(Drashosp.185) explains that this is
the reason Esther hosted parties
(where she invited Achashveirosh
and Haman). The parties were to
demonstrate her trust in Hashem and
in His salvation. Immediately after
those parties, the salvation came.

accident, the train station would close for at least four hours. That means I would
lose forty dollars worth of work. So, I jumped inside and saved the man's life."
We cannot fathom the great merit of saving a Yid's life, but for this gentile, it wasn't
worth so much. Forty dollars was a greater incentive for him.
On Purim we have the mitzvos of megillah, mishloach manos, matanos
le'evyonim, and seudas Purim. Each mitzvah is worth millions – and far more.
We cannot fathom the value and the blessings that we will receive for these
mitzvos. Let us asses the mitzvos properly. We shouldn’t sell ourselves short,
like the gentile of this story, who did an enormous mitzvah and thought he was
just earning forty dollars.
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Haman was hung by the second
party. We see that both tactics –
tefillah andsimchah– brought about
the miracles. We are perhaps more
familiar with using tefillah to bring
about salvations, but we should
know thatsimchahand bitachonare

also part of the equation.

To commemorate these two factors,
we have the mitzvos of reading the
megillah and celebrating with

seudasPurim.

The megillah, the Chasam Sofer
teaches, represents thetefillos of
the Jewish people; when the
Jewish nation broke down in tears
before Hashem, and pleaded for

their salvation.4444

The festive meal of Purim represents

the path of joy, which was also a
conductor for the miracles.

The Chasam Sofer writes, "[When
Esther hosted the party] she was
demonstrating her happiness with
Hashem and her trust in His
salvation that will come shortly …
This is the reason we are supposed
to be happy on Purim. Before the
celebrations begin, we read the
megillah, because the megillah
reading was established to
commemorate thetefillos of the
Jewish nation…"
The Chasam Sofer surprises us when
he writes the following words:ïåìáñ
úåìôú äîëî øúåé äùåò ãçà "Acceptance
of the situation, with joy and
emunah/bitachonaccomplishes more
than several tefillos." If one is

4. Towards the end of the megillah it states, הצומות  האלה...דברי הפורים ימי את לקים 

,וזעקתם "[The Jewish people accepted upon themselves] to keep these days of
Purim… [to commemorate] their fasts and shouts." One of the primary ideas of
Purim is to remember that the tefillos helped.
The Rambam (end of Minyan HaMitzvos) writes, "We are commanded to read the
megillah to pronounce Hashem's praise and to relate the salvations that He did for
us. And [to know] that He was close to us when we shouted out to Him… To reveal
to the future generations that it is true, what the Torah says, אלקים לו אשר גדול  גוי ומי

אליו ,קרובים 'who is like this great nation who has Hashem close to them, like
Hashem our G-d, whenever we call to Him' (Devarim 4)."
The gemara says, "A person is obligated to read the megillah at night and again
in the morning" (Megillah 4).
Rashi writes, "This is to commemorate the miracle, because they prayed, during
their days of strife, by day and by night." So we see, as the Chasam Sofer states,
that the megillah reading is established in commemoration of the tefillos.
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happy, despite histzaros, because he
believes that everything is guided by
Hashem, it accomplishes more than
many tefillos.
As the Chasam Sofer writes, "The
[prayers] didn’t help as much as the
joy in Hashem in the trust in His

salvation…"

These are very important ideas and
they are pragmatic in all times of
sorrow and need,rachmana litzlan.
We must pray humbly and
broken-hearted to Hashem, and we
should also trust that everything is
for the good, and trust that Hashem

will help us. We shouldn’t only use
tears. There is a time for tears, and
there is a time for joy. The
Chasam Sofer tells us that if we
can be happy during the hard
times, it will accomplish more than

many tefillos. 5555

The Chasam Sofer writes, "This is
the meaning of thepassuk, ÷åçø
éúâàù éøáã éúòåùéî, 'as long as I am
shouting, my salvation is far away
from me. Because,äðòú àìå íîåé àø÷à
éì äéîåã àìå äìéìå, 'I shouted by day and
night, and You didn’t answer me.'"
(Tehillim 22, the chapter Esther said

5. On Purim, in the Warsaw ghetto during the Holocaust, the Rebbe of Piscienza
zt"l said to the broken chassidim who gathered in his beis medresh:

The Zohar says that Yom Kippur (which is called in the Torah Yom Kippurim) is a
day like Purim .(כ -פורים ) What is the similarity between Purim and Yom Kippur? The
rebbe said, on Yom Kippur one must fast. Even if he is sick, as long as his life
isn't in danger, he must fast. With the same determination, one must be happy on
Purim. There aren't any exceptions.
They were all distraught and worried, but he encouraged them to be happy
on Purim.
Sometimes, when one is obligated to be happy, that itself is a reason to be worried
and anxious. Maybe I'm not fulfilling my obligation to be happy sufficiently?
People tell a story about the person who was always sad. A tzaddik rebuked him,
"Don’t you know that one must be happy. The way you act, always moping isn't
correct. You are obligated to be happy."
The man replied, "Oy! Now I have another obligation. I thought I just owed money
to people. Now I hear that I owe it to G-d to be happy as well!"
One should truly and sincerely strive to be happy on Purim. Not in a mode of
chayav, obligation, but sincere joy for the miracles that occurred, and for the
kindness that Hashem continues to bestow on us.
Rebbe Mordechai of Nadvorna said that if he would have known the importance
of this day [of Purim], in his younger years, he would have gone around to people
and help them put a smile on their face.
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when she went to Achashveirosh)

Sometimes, it is time to put aside
the crying, and be happy with
bitachon and with faith that
everything is for the good. This can

accomplish much more.6666

Let us be happy on Purim, and on
each day of the year. It is a path that
brings yeshuous. We should pray
sincere and heartfelttefillos as well,
but we should never abandon the

path of simchah.

לך לך לך לך  במותרבמותרבמותרבמותר עצמךעצמךעצמךעצמך קדשקדשקדשקדש

The letters of÷ìîò are roshei teivos
for êì øúåî êîöò ùã÷, "Make yourself
holy… It is permitted for you."
These words imply a false
philosophy that many people
unwittingly follow. The correct
phrase is, êîöò ùã÷áêì øúåî , "make
yourself holy with permitted
matters." This means that all one's
deeds – even mundane acts – should
be with holiness. As theShulchan
Aruch says, "åäòã êëøã ìëá, Chazal

6. The Midrash Bereishis Rabba (83:20) says, "Yaakov Avinu took the sackcloth
[when he suspected that his son, Yosef, died], and because of that, the

sackcloth never left him, his children, and his grandchildren, for all generations…
By Dovid it says, "Dovid and the elders fell, covered in sackcloth' (I Divrei
HaYamim 21:16, when the nation was smitten with a plague). By Achav it says,
'He put sackcloth on his body' (I Melachim 21:27, when Eliyahu told him the
punishments that he would receive). By Yoram, it says, 'The nation saw that he
was wearing sackcloth on his body' (II Melachim 6:30, when there was an
extremely severe famine in Eretz Yisrael). And by Mordechai, it says, ואפר  שק  ,וילבש 
'he wore sackcloth and ashes' (Esther 4:1, when Haman's letters with the decree
of Annihilation were sent out).
How should we understand this midrash? Yaakov Avinu wore sackcloth when he
mourned for Yosef, and since then, it never left the Jewish people. Is that a good
thing or a bad? Is the sackcloth a reward or a punishment?
The Chasam Sofer says, "Yaakov Avinu's attribute was to accept his tzaros with
immense joy…. As he said, החסדים מכל  ,קטנתי "I became small from all the
kindnesses…' We don’t see Yaakov ever taking sackcloth to mourn until Yosef was
sold, because he thought it means that he lost his Olam HaBa. He received an
omen (siman) that if all of his children would survive his lifetime [he wouldn’t go
to Gehinom. When Yosef went missing, he feared that he lost his Gan Eden, and
that's why he was so distressed and wore sackcloth]. "Nevertheless, since he wore
sackcloth, it was destined that his children wouldn’t be able to endure the tzaros,
and will wear sackcloth to mourn their sorrows. But the truth is, acceptance of one's
fate with happiness, accomplishes more than many tefillos."
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explain, all your deeds should be
lesheim shamayim. Even the
permitted deeds, such as eating,
drinking, and all your material needs
should either beavodasHashem, or
something that leads toavodas
Hashem. Even eating because of
hunger, or drinking because of thirst,
is not praiseworthy. Eating and
drinking should be with the intention
of being able to serve Hashem…
Someone who acts this way is

serving Hashem constantly."

But ÷ìîò is roshei teivosøúåî êîöò ùã÷
êì, "Make yourself holy… It is
permitted for you." This philosophy
divides the permitted deeds from the
obligatory ones. This false approach
claims that one must be holy when
one performs mitzvos, but doesn’t
need to be holy when he eats,
drinks, works, and does other
material functions. They think that if
the food is kosher, and the work is
permitted, it's sufficient. They don’t
realize that all one's deeds should be

performed, and with etiquette.

The gemara says, "Students of Reb
Shimon bar Yochai asked their
rebbe, 'Why was annihilation
decreed on the Jewish people in

that generation?'

Reb Shimon told them, "Answer the
question yourselves.'

"[The students said], 'It is because
they partook in Achashveirosh's

meal.'

"[Reb Shimon asked] If so, then
only the Yidden of Shushan [who
were at the meal] should be
punished. Why was the decree on all

of klal Yisrael?"

"[The students said] 'So you tell us
the reason.'

"[Reb Shimon bar Yochai replied]
'It is because they bowed to the idol

of Nebuchadnezzar.'

"So why were they forgiven?"

"They only worshiped the idol out of
fear [of Nebuchadnezzar]. Therefore,
Hashem's decree was also external
[and was abolished afterwards]."

(Megilah 12)

The primary sin, that gave Haman
the ability to make his decree of
annihilation, was idol worship, yet
many sefarim explain that it was
also partially because they partook

in Achashveirosh's feast.

What is wrong with going to the
feast? It is written,ùéàå ùéà ïåöøë, the
party was made according to each
person's desire, and Chazal explain,
"according to the will of Mordechai
and Haman"7777 (Megillah 12).
Mordechai was in charge of this

7. Mordechai is called ish in the passuk, יהודי... איש and Haman is called ish in
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feast, and he certainly arranged for
there to be kosher food. So what

was wrong?

To answer this question, we will
relate the following parable:

Once, a Yid and gentile travelled
together. The gentile took out his
lunch, and started to eat. He offered
a sandwich to his fellow traveler,

the Yid.

"I can't eat it. It isn't kosher."
The goy drank wine, and offered

him a cup.

"I can't drink this either."

"Why not?"
The yid explained to him the laws of
kashrus. "There is only one
circumstance when a Jew may eat

non-kosher food."

"When is that?"
"If someone's life is in danger, he
may eat non-kosher food. For
example, if a gentile would put a
gun to a yid's back, and say, 'Eat this
meat and drink the wine, or I'll kill

you,' then it is permissible."

The goy took out his knife, and said,
"Eat my food and drink my wine, or

I'll kill you!"

The yid ate and drank. Then the

gentile said, "Please forgive me for
putting you through this ordeal. I
was only joking. I wasn't going to
kill you."
"I don’t forgive you."
"Why not?"
"Because why did you have to tell
me now? Why couldn’t you wait

until I first finish the meal?"

They were perhaps obligated to go
to Achashveirosh's party, but they
are still held accountable forwanting
to be there. The utensils of the Beis
HaMikdash were profaned at this
party, how could they enjoy and

want to be there?

There is a surprising mishnah in
Keilim (17:14) and the Mishnah
Achronah (one of the commentaries
on mishnayos) writes that he doesn’t
understand the mishnah's intention.

The mishnah says, on Sunday the
earth was created; on Tuesday, trees
were created; and on Friday, animals
were created. These are the materials

that can becometamei.

On Monday, heaven was created;
on Wednesday, the sun and moon
were created. On Thursday, fish and
birds were created. These can't

becometamei.

the passuk, ואויב... צר .איש So ואיש ,איש represent Mordechai and Haman.
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(The exception is the feathers of the
azniyah bird, which can become
tamei mederabanan, from the

Rabbinic Law).8888

The laws of tumah are discussed
throughout the misechta, and the
basic principles were already known.
What did the mishnah gain by
comparing the laws oftumah to the
days of creation? What is this
mishnah teaching us?
The Yid HaKadosh of Pshischa zy'a
answers: Yom Kippur falls on
Monday, Wednesday, or Thursday.
These are the days of creation that
don’t have tumah. 9999 This
demonstrates the pure nature of

Yom Kippur.

Purim is the opposite. It can fall on
Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday, the days thattumahmaterials
were created.10101010 Purim falls
specifically on days that havetumah,
because one of the lessons of Purim
is to approach even material matters,
in a saintly way. Purim trains us to
live in an impure world, with our

hearts and our intentions connected
to Hashem.

One Friday night, Reb Ezriel Tuaber
Shlita had many people in his home.
They weren't-yet-frum, and Reb
Tauber was introducing them to the
beauties and principles of
yiddishkeit. They sang songs, and
were inspired with Reb Tuaber's
divrei Torah. As the night wore on,
one of the guests took out a cigarette

to smoke.

Reb Tauber asked him, "If G-d
would ask you for the cigarette,
would you give it to Him?
"Of course! I would even give away
my very last cigarette."
"Hashem is asking you for this

cigarette."

He put it down.

The lesson that we can derive from
this is that when a person is eating
with a geshmak (pleasure) and is
totally involved in his food, he can
tell himself, "Hashem wants me to
give away one spoonful." Sacrifice

8. The commentaries explain that the azniyah bird has strong feathers, and
utensils made from them appear to be like regular utensils, therefore, the

rabbanan instituted that they should also become tamei.
9. Although Thursday does have some degree of tumah - the Azniyah bird wings

– nevertheless, this tumah is from the rabbanan, and Yom Kippur is a Yom
Tov from the Torah. In the realm of the Torah, there is no tumah on this day.
10. Purim is from the rabbanan, therefore Thursday is also considered a day

of impurity.
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this to Hashem. Make your mundane
deeds special for Hashem.

HiddenHiddenHiddenHidden WondersWondersWondersWonders

Which aspect of emunah do we
acquire on Purim? Every holiday
teaches us fundamental lessons in
emunah, what does Purim teach us?

Purim tells us that even when
matters seem natural, Hashem's

providence is there.

When one studies the megillah, he
may not find anything out of the
norm happening – but when one
takes a collective look of everything
that occurred, he is stunned by
Hashem's guiding hand that is
clearly evident. Pesach, and other
holidays, commemorates miracles.
Purim celebrates thenissim that are
concealed within the cloak of nature.

The secondpassuk in the megillah
says, ìò ùåøåùçà êìîä úáùë íää íéîéá

äøéáä ïùåùá øùà åúåëìî àñë.

The Vilna Gaon writes, "The
midrashim say that Achashveirosh's
throne looked just like Shlomo
HaMelech's throne. He wasn't able
to sit on Shlomo's throne,11111111 so he had
a copy of this throne fashioned just
for him. It took three years to build

and it had to be built in Shushan
[because the only people who knew
how to build it lived there]. It was
very large, and they weren't able to
transport it to Baval where all kings,
before Achashveirosh lived, so
Achashveirosh moved his kindgdom

to Shushan…

"The Megillah writes this to show
Hashem's greatness. Hashem
arranged it so, in order to make a
miracle for the Jewish people.
Mordechai lived in Shushan, as it
says, ïùåùá äéä éãåäé ùéà… Hashem
planned it that Achashveirosh should

move to Shushan."

Achashveirosh moved his kingdom
to Shushan for his own benefit, but
it was planned by Hashem, to save
the Jewish people from annihilation.
When Haman made his evil decrees,
Mordechai and Esther were nearby,

ready to thwart his evil plans.

The Vilna Gaon continues, "This is
the reason we are obligated to read
the entire megillah. One can ask,
why do we need to read about
Achashveirosh's might [that is
discussed in the first chapter]? Every
passuktells about the wonders of the
miracle, only the miracle was

11. The Targum Sheini writes how Nebuchadnezzar, and later a Paroh of Egypt
[Paroh Naka – Paroh the lame] tried sitting on this amazing throne, and one

of the decorative lions hit them on their left foot, and as a result they were lame
for the rest of their lives.
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concealed. Hashem performed the
miracle within the confines of
nature, unlike the miracles ofyetzias
Mitzrayim, when Hashem took us
out with a strong hand and an

outstretched arm…"12121212

The second to lastpassuk of the
megillah says, åúøåáâå åô÷ú äùòî ìëå
íä àåìä ,êìîä åìãâ øùà éëãøî úìåãâ úùøôå
ñøôå éãî éëìîì íéîéä éøáã øôñ ìò íéáåúë,
"All about the greatness of
Mordechai… is written in the book
of chronicles for the kings of Mede

and Persia" (10:2).

Reb Yechezkel Abramsky zt"l
explained that with thispassuk, the
Megillah is saying, "The Megillah is
not a history book. If you want to
know the history of Mordechai, you
can read about it in the history

books – but not in the megillah."

So what is the megillah? Reb
Yechezkel answered with a parable:
When a spy writes a letter to his
mother country, disclosing the
secrets that he discovered, he must
be careful to write the letter in
codes, or he may be caught and
arrested. He should write about the
weather, about who got married, and
other mundane matters. But someone
reading the letter carefully, seeking
to understand what is implied
between the lines gets the message
that the writer is trying to convey.

The megillah isn't a history book.
Therefore, one shouldn’t read it as a
story. One should read between the
lines, until he understands the
wondrous miracles that occurred,
and which continue until today,
concealed in the cloak of nature.13131313

12. The Chasam Sofer explains one of the amazing miracles that happened at
Achashveirosh's feast. We mentioned earlier that one of the sins that

caused the decree on the Jewish nation was that they participated at
Achashveirosh's feast.
When one studies the commentaries, he discovers that Achashveirosh tripped the
Yidden with several sins at this feast. His intention was to ruin the Jewish nation,
and to integrate them with the gentiles. At this party, they fell to very low levels,
but even then Hashem performed miracles for them. It was at this party, that Vashti
was killed, making room for Esther and the upcoming miracle and salvation.
13. Many people would come to the Rebbe of Tosh, zy'a, seeking his brachos and

counsel. Once, the rebbe saw that one of the people waiting was a renowned
pauper. "He certainly wants a donation," the rebbe thought, "some money to help
him out. But I don’t have anything, right now…"
The rebbe also saw that a very wealthy person was waiting in line. The rebbe told
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The mishnah (Megilah 2) says: “The
megillah can be read on the 11th, the
12th, the 13th, the 14th, and the
15th, [of Adar]. No more and no

less.”

The Turei Even asks: Why does
the mishnah need to clarify, “No
more and no less?” The mishnah
tells us the five days the megillah
can be read; it is obvious that
before and after aren’t the right

time for megillah!

The Bris Kehunas Olamanswers:
When we add up the dates when the
megillah can be read, it equals 65:
(11 + 12 + 13 + 14 +15 = 65) and
65 is alsogematriyaHashem’s name

A–do–noy, the name which
represents when Hashem performs
miracles for us, within the confines

of nature.

The mishnah saysøúåé àìå úåçô àì,
that we don’t read the megillah
before or after these dates. The date
before would be the 10th of Adar,
and the date after would be the
16th. 10 + 16 = 26. 26 is the
numerical value of Hashem’s name
Havayah, the name that represents
revealed miracles (the type of
miracles that happened byyetzias
Mitzrayim). This implies that the
name Havayah isn't seen on Purim,
only the concealed miracles, hidden

within nature.14141414

the gabai to usher the wealthy person in first. That way, he will receive money,
and he would be able to help the poor man.
When the poor person came in, he complained, "I thought that at least here in
Tosh, matters are run with truth. But I see that also over here there is falsehood.
Because why did the gabai allow the wealthy person to come in before me? I
arrived before the wealthy man, so I should come in first! Just because he has
money, and I don’t, doesn’t mean that I should need to wait…"
The poor man was complaining because he didn’t realize that everything was
arranged for his benefit.
People are similar; they complain about life, they want things to be different, and
they forget that Hashem is leading them in the most perfect way. If they would
know the entire story, they would realize that everything is concealed miracles for
their own benefit.
14. The goal of Amaleik is to confuse the emunah, and to lend the impression that

the world runs on its own, chas veshalom.
When the Yidden left Mitzrayim, they had a high level of emunah. As it states:
(Yirmiyahu 2:2) במדבר... אחרי ,לכתך the Jewish nation followed Hashem into the
desert, and they didn’t wonder how they will survive in the vast desert without food.
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MiraclesMiraclesMiraclesMiracles TodayTodayTodayToday

A yid from Bnei Brak was distraught
because he needed a lot of money,
and quickly, and he didn’t know
where he can get it. He went to
daven in the shtiblach, and by
Elokay Netzor, at the end of
Shemonah Esrei, where one is
permitted to place personal requests;
he poured his bitter heart out. He
was so distraught and worried, he
didn’t realize that he was saying his
words slightly out-load, and people
nearby could hear him desperately

praying for money.

Standing right behind him, was a
wealthy person from America. After
the tefillah, the wealthy man said,
"How much do you need?"
"Three or four thousand dollars."
"Come to my hotel room, and I'll
help you."
He gave him four thousand dollars.

When this poor yid repeated the
story, his friends asked him, "Did
you at least ask him for his address,
so you can go to him again when
you need more help?"
He answered, "He wasn't the

But then Amaleik came, and tainted their emunah. As it states: (Shmos 17) “Is
Hashem in our midst, or not?’ And Amaleik came…” because Amaleik comes to
arouse doubts, to question what we know as truths.
The gemara teaches: (Chulin 139) “Where is Haman mentioned in the Torah?
(Bereishis 3:6) העץ המן "did you eat from the tree [of knowledge]..." Haman is
alluded to in this passuk, because it was a moment of confusion and doubt (Adam
and Chavah were in doubt whether they must keep Hashem's command). Where
there is doubt that is where Haman and Amaleik are found.
Similarly, the Navi tells us that Shaul didn’t obey Hashem’s command, and he
allowed Agag, the king of Amaleik, to live. Because of this error, Haman eventually
came into the world. The gemara (Yuma 22) tells us the logic that Shaul was
thinking, when he allowed Agag to live. But regardless of his good intentions, it
was a moment of lacking loyalty and faith in Hashem. This resulted in the
continuation of Amaleik in the world. Amaleik thrives on doubt and confusion.
(We do not understand the sins of Shaul, nor of Adam and Chavah, since just as
their greatness is beyond us, so is our understanding of their errors. Chazal [Yuma
22] tell us that Shaul was completely free from sin, like a one-year-old child.
Nevertheless, the Torah tells us about their mistakes, so we can learn from them.)
Our avodah on Purim is to destroy Amaleik – removing Amaleik from our hearts
and soul. We do this when we increase our belief in Hashem and in His
hashgachah, without any doubts and without any confusion.
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address. I didn't go to him. The
address is Hashem."
He realized that the miracle was
from Hashem. One could claim that
it was solely a natural coincidence
but the Purim miracles teach us that
Hashem performed this miracle, and
one can always turn to thisaddress

whenever he needs more help.15151515

Two months ago, on Sunday, 5th
Adar Rishon, an Egged bus going
from Yerushalayim to Bnei Brak
crashed into a truck. Six people who
were seated on the right side of the

bus perished.

There was a young man sitting on
the right side of the bus, but for
some reason – he also doesn’t know
why – he suddenly decided to move
to the left side of the bus. He
changed his seat five minutes before

the crash, and his life was saved.

The Sefer Chasidim writes that the
word ñð, miracle, can also mean to
escape. "If one escapes from sin, he
will have miracles." And this is
what happened to that young man
who changed seats just in the nick
of time.

He was in shidduchim. He had
already come to Yerushalayim twice
to meet with a certain girl, when he
heard that she has a smart phone.
"I also have a smart phone…" he

told her.

They both agreed that they couldn’t
marry and begin a family in this
manner. The bachur decided to
throw out his smart phone, making
a clear statement that he plans to
build a home according to the
guidance of thegedolei Torah. He
then traveled back to Bnei Brak on

that fateful bus.

In the merit of hisñð (running away
from sin) a miracle happened to him.

The Imrei Yosef zy"a told a story
that happened "to a chassidishe
yungerman, in Spinka." (His son, the
Chakal Yitzchak zy"a said that when
his father would tell a story, he
would always say the names of the
people in the story. However, the
Imrei Yosef told this story without a
name. "So I am certain that he was

referring to himself.")

It happened on the second night of

15. Someone asked Rebbe Shlomke of Zvhil zy"a for direction. Rebbe Shlomke
told him and the man understood how to get to his destination.He was ready

to go there by himself, but Reb Shlomke wanted to walk with him the entire way.
"It isn't necessary. I understood the directions. I can get there myself."
Rebbe Shlomke replied, "When a yid does a mitzvah, he is connected with
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. I want prolong this connection for as long as I can."
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Pesach, after theseder. The Imrei
Yosef wasn’t very tired, and the
poskim say that one should remain
awake after the seder, and talk
about the miracles of yetzias
Mitzrayim until sleep overcomes
him. So he went to the bookcase,
and took out a sefer. It was a
Megillas Esther. He read it. When
he finished, a neshamahcame to

him, with a request.

The neshamahexplained: After one
dies, it can take up to twelve months
before it enters Gan Eden. A hint to
this is in the megillah, where it says,
"Six months with shemen hamor,
and six months with besamim
[perfume] and tamrukei hanashim
[cosmetics]. And with these, the girl
came to the king." (2:12-13). To go
to the King, there is a twelve month
preparation time. "But the gates of
Gan Eden aren't always open," the
neshamah explained to the Imrei
Yosef. "They open up when the

yidden read the megillah."

There is an annual line-up of
neshamoswaiting to go into Gan
Eden, when the megillah is read. But
this neshamahsaid that whenever he
reached the doors, they closed. He

arrived too late.

This happened several times, and for

years he was prevented from
entering Gan Eden.
He found a solution. He will wait
the entire year by the doorway to
Gan Eden, so as soon as the
megillah is read, he'll be first in line
and will be able to get inside. Now,
when the Imrei Yosef read the
megillah, thisneshamahknocked on

the door.

"What is it?"
"The megillah was read, and I want
to come in."
"It's true that the megillah was read,
but it isn't Purim today."
"But the megillah was read," he

pleaded.

The issue was debated, and it was
brought to a court. The court ruled
that if the Imrei Yosef will donate
this megillah reading for this soul,
he may enter Gan Eden. The
neshamahnow came to the Imrei
Yosef requesting the merits of the
megillah reading.
The Imrei Yosef gave him the
merits, and the soul was finally able

to go to Gan Eden.16161616

Chazal tell us: (Megillah 17) “When
one reads the megillahlemafreia
[backwards] he isn’tyotze[he didn’t
complete the mitzvah].” The simple

16. The Munkatcher Rav zt"l tells that when Rebbe Mendel of Riminov was sent
to jail, they permitted him to take one item inside. The rebbe requested a
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meaning is that the megillah must be
read in the order that it's written, but
tzaddikim said that this law also
indicates that one shouldn’t think
that miracles only happened years
ago, but they don’t happen anymore.
We must believe that they continue

to happen in our times too. Often,
these miracles are hidden within the
forces of nature, but nonetheless
they are wondrous miracles and
when we keep our eyes open to see
them, we will witness Hashem's

loving hand in our life.

megillah (although it was then Tamuz). Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz said, "Just not
a megillah! Don’t permit it, or he will destroy the entire world."
The Munkatcher Rav writes that we should derive from this the great power that
lies within the megillah, and we should realize that when we read the megillah on
Purim, we are creating worlds.
These stories may arouse nostalgia for the tzaddikim of the past, but miracles
and wonders continue to happen in our times. As the Divrei Shmuel of Slonim
zt"l said, "The tzaddikim of today aren't like they were in the past, but Hashem
remains the same."
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