
CIRCLE OF GRATITUDE
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Rav Shimshon Brodsky zt”l, a renowned rav and 
marbitz Torah, passed away in 2011 after spending 
a short period of time at Leisure Chateau, a nursing 
home and rehabilitation center in Lakewood. After 
the shivah had ended, Rabbi Brodsky’s children felt 
the need to express their gratitude to the staff at 
the facility. They penned a letter of appreciation, 
lavishing praise on the nurses and aides and thanking 
them profusely for their dedicated care. The letter, 
along with a small picture of their recently deceased 
father, was placed in a picture frame, brought to the 
nursing home and presented to the staff.
It wasn’t long before the director of Leisure Chateau, 
himself a frum Jew, called to congratulate the family 
for the kiddush Hashem they had created. “The staff 
went wild when they received your letter!” he told 
them. The letter was hung on the wall next to the 
nurses’ station, where it has remained on display ever 
since.
In the intervening years, many others have followed 
the example of the Brodsky family, and their letter 
is now surrounded by an array of other poems and 
thank-you cards.
While no one chooses to be in such a situation, there 
are many people who have close family members in 
hospitals, nursing homes, and rehabilitation centers. 
When family members are visible in such facilities, 
they are invariably noticed by the staff – and with a 
little effort, this opportunity can be used to make a 
kiddush Hashem.  

MOSHE, AHARON & MIRIAM
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

Throughout the long years of wandering in the Midbar, the women 
of klal Yisrael never lost faith in Hashem the way the men did, so they 
were not included in the decree of death in the wilderness. Mothers and 
grandmothers entered Eretz Yisrael with the new generation, bringing with 
them firsthand memories of Egypt and Hashem’s guidance in the Midbar. 
The spirit of these Jewish women is a credit to Miriam, who set for them a 
shining example.

The perek which describes the deaths of Miriam and Aharon comes right 
after Parah Aduma, which teaches the Jewish view of death. It declares 
that what made Miriam Miriam did not die when she died; she left her body 
behind and returned to Hashem, the Source of all life. Only a spiritually 
blind person would confuse a tzaddik with an inert body already beginning 
to decay. How can one identify a corpse with someone who, minutes before, 
had thought and will, spiritual strength and moral power? A tzaddik’s death 
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We go to sleep when it’s dark and cold outside, and wake up 
every morning to see the sun shining. When we see this, we are 
inspired to think about the Creator. That is why the first bracha 
before Shema is about the creation of the heavenly luminaries.

But it's not only light that this bracha discusses. We say, "Ma 
rabu maasecha Hashem! Malah ha'aretz kinyanecha." Seeing the 
sun renewed every morning reminds us that the entire world is 
Hashem's creation, maintained and guided by Him. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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is like a man leaving the room, leaving his coat 
behind.

But note the difference between this perek and 
Moshe’s petirah. When Moshe dies, it says, 
“Vayivku bnei Yisrael es Moshe.” Here, after the 
death of Aharon, “kol beis Yisrael” mourned 
him. Aharon loved peace and pursued it, so the 
magnitude of his loss was felt by all. In contrast, 
Moshe’s power, uncomfortable to some people, 
was truth and justice.

A few days earlier, the people had complained 
about Aharon, but now they all mourned him. 
This reaction teaches us that all their rebellions 
were merely temporary. In their normal state, 
the people knew and appreciated their great 
leaders. They had three leaders to thank for 
the three miracles that provided for them in 
the Midbar: the be’er, in the zechus of Miriam, 
ananim, in the zechus of Aharon, and the man, 
in the zechus of Moshe.

The navi Micha defines our mission: “Ki im 
asos mishpat, v’ahavas chesed, v’hatzneia 
leches im Elokecha.” These three elements 
also characterize the work of our leaders: 
“asos mishpat,” justice, was the primary 
mission of Moshe; “ahavas chesed,” love 
of love, compassion, sacrifice for others, 
characterized Aharon; and “hatzneia leches,” 
unpretentiousness, modesty, moral purity—
traits of Jewish womanhood—were fostered by 
Miriam.

The three gifts that promoted the people’s 
physical wellbeing correspond neatly to the 
spiritual gifts fostered by the three leaders. 
Tznius is the quiet, hidden spring from 
whose depths all holiness flows; chesed is the 
protective cloud; and justice is the bread on 
which all human life depends. 

A TASTE OF HEAVEN
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Why do we offer reasons and rationale for the mitzvos? After all, aren't we 
obligated to obey Hashem's commands whether or not we understand them?

Every good cook knows that food needs salt and pepper and all the right spices—
and in just the right amounts, too. Leave them out, and the dish will be tasteless 
and unappetizing. Although the nutritional value might be the same, it just 
won't be enjoyable.

The same is true of the mitzvos. Every single mitzvah has been given to us to 
provide spiritual nutrition. Each has its own special purpose. A mitzvah may 
help us internalize a concept, refine our middos, bring us closer to Hashem, 
or prepare our neshamos for Olam Haba. This "nutrition" is there as long as 
we perform it, but  if we haven't learned to have an appreciation for the ideas 
behind the mitzvah, it will be missing flavor and zest.

When our chachamim offered "reasons" for the mitzvos, they never intended 
to say “this or that is the entire reason for this mitzvah.” Every one of the 613 
commandments comes from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, so each is infinitely deep, 
just as Hashem Himself is infinite. In giving us reasons, the chachamim’s 
intention was to give us the flavor, so that we have an awareness that every one 
of the mitzvos was given to us for our benefit and accomplishes great things for 
us.

In lashon hakodesh, the word ta'am can be translated as "reason," and also as 
"taste." The ta'amei hamitzvos are only partial reasons to impart the wonderful 
flavor to us.

In his discussion of the 117th mitzvah, the issur of adding chametz or fruit juices 
to the korbanos. the Sefer Hachinuch makes a noteworthy statement, one very 
relevant to our times: "The roots of this mitzvah are very concealed from finding 
even the slightest hint. However, I have already stated in the introduction to 
this work that my intention in offering a rationale for the mitzvos is merely to 
accustom the youth to a pleasant feeling when they are first introduced to our 
sefarim. They should know that the words of Torah have reasons and benefits. 
Then they will accept them according to their immature understanding, and the 
mitzvos will not seem to them like a closed book. Otherwise, in their na'arus, 
they may rebel, desert the mitzvos forever, and go off into empty ways of life.”

When it comes to the mitzvos, good flavor is not a luxury. It is a vital necessity.  

THE EYES HAVE IT

Why are our faces so oddly shaped?

Everything on your face protrudes—your nose, your lips and your ears all stick out. Only the eyes 
are recessed backward into the skull. This does us a great service. If the eyes would protrude 
forward like the nose does, any blow to the face might harm the fragile, intricate machinery 
of the visual system. Instead, when something hits your face, the bony ridge around your eyes 
absorbs most of the impact. The eyebrows prevent sweat from running straight into your eyes, and 
automatically blinking your eyelashes keeps dust and insects away, too.  

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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