
Parshas Terumah – ופניהם איש אל אחיו
Face to Face
The design of the wondrous Mishkan, was a magnificent work of intricate detail. Most notable, was the
absence of any human innovation or embellishment to the exacting specifics laid out in the Pesukim here
and in accompanying notations of Chazal. No room was made for ingenuity or creative expression. To
make any changes or adjustment, was not merely a failure to satisfy a divine whim, כביכול. It amounted to
a transgression of  Mitzvas  Hashem.  The purpose of  the  Mishkan was  to  provide the setting for  the
Shechina’s presence in the midst of Klall Yisroel. The many details of its design, all serve as a guide to
what we need to do, individually and as a community, to merit such closeness with the Eibishter.

A recurring theme in the Mileches HaMishkan, is the pairing of its components. The כרובים on the cover
of the ארון, were designed to face each other - ופניהם איש אל אחיו. Chazal teach that when the Keruvim in
the Bais HaMikdash, miraculously faced away from each other, it signaled that the Yidden were not עושין
Hashem speaks from between the .רצונו של מקום The Dvar Hashem, from the teachings of the .כרובים 
Chachmei HaTorah and the instructions of our Neviim, can reach us, only when we look out for each
other.  The Torah’s teachings cannot  penetrate into the hearts  and souls of those who selfishly center
inward, on their own personal growth and achievement. Our learning and our Tefillos have to focus on the
greater good. All our daily Tefilos are expressed Success in Torah, has to include helping .בלשון רבים 
others grow in Torah and Yiras Shomayim.

The golden Menorah and the stately Shulchan, were also positioned directly opposite each other. The light
of נר מצוה ותורה אור is dependent on the rich bounty of the golden table – זה השלחן אשר לפני ה'. The
zechus of Limud Torah, puts bread on the princely tables of Klall Yisroel. Conversely, the generosity that
flows from the abundance on the tables in Yiddisheh homes to our Lomdei and Morei Torah, assures the
flow of Da’as Torah to all Yidden. אם אין קמח אין תורה. אם אין תורה אין קמח. On that table, representing
Klall Yisroel’s plentiful Parnassah, is the uniquely designed Lechem HaPanim – the bread of two faces.
Once again, when we want to benefit from our labors, we come face to face with the needs of others. No
Yid can rightfully sit down to enjoy his hard-earned bread, without sharing his with people in 'ברכת ה 
need. The Eibishter bestows his Bracha in abundance, to those who share their largesse with others who
are struggling. 

The coverings and boards of the Mishkan, consisted of sections of material, beams and boards, which
were linked with an array of bolts, brackets and hooks that fulfilled the requirement for חיבור and תאימות
– matching or equivalence. Our strength, is when we stand, shoulder to shoulder, with each other. When
we are connected and linked, partnered and respectful of each other, we create a wall of protection for
Klall  Yisroel.  The interconnected coverings of various colors and textures,  demonstrate the Shechina
hovering protectively overhead. Fulfilling the requirement to link up the coverings, is a lesson on the
importance of joining the separate and varied sections of Klall Yisroel, into one magnificent tapestry of
Ahavas Hashem and Ahavas Yisroel. Our Achdus will ensure that the protective presence of the Shechina,
will remain with us, long after the physical Mishkan is no longer in our midst. 

,As perfect as the Mishkan was designed .בלבבי משכן אבנה להדר כבודו...ולקרבן אקריב לו את נפשי היחידה
so  too  is  the  design  of  the  Jewish  heart  and  soul.  Fulfilling  the  exacting  requirements  of  Mileches
HaMishkan,  guaranteed that the Shechina would remain with Klall  Yisroel,  wherever they would go.
Devoting our energies and abilities to fulfilling the purpose of our creation, while looking after the needs



of fellow Yidden and joining together all facets of our nation in Achdus, will also assure the protective
presence of the Shechina for us, in all our endeavors. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos, yk
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 “R’ Leib Sarah’s” (1791) - From the great Tzadikim, Ba’alei Mofes and Ovdei Hashem of his
time. He was known as the one tasked with looking after the daily needs of the Lamed-vov
Hidden Tzadikim. (Who does that today?) 

Rav  Avraham  Blumenkrantz (1944-2007).  Born  in  Palestine  four  years
before  the  founding  of  the  state  of  Israel,  Reb  Avraham and  his  family  were

abroad at the outset of the War of Independence. In the early 1950s the family
settled  in  Bogotá,  Colombia.  His  father,  Rav  Chaim  Menachem  Bentzion,

became chief rabbi. Reb Avraham came to New York as a teenager to study at
Mesivta  Tiferes  Yerushalayim  under  Rav  Moshe  Feinstein,  with  whom  Rabbi

Blumenkrantz maintained a close relationship until Rabbi Feinstein's death in
1986.  Under  the  guidance  of  Rav  Moshe,  Rav  Avraham took  positions  at
Staten Island and Brooklyn. He also became Rav in Far Rockaway. He also

became well-known for his Pesach guide.

Tuesday, Parshas Titzaveh - Zayin Adar Rishon
Moshe Rabbeinu Born and Niftar:
Day of Chizuk and fasting for Chevrah Kadisha members worldwide (Minhag Yerushalayim is Adar
Sheini) - in remembrance of the “Chevrah Kadisha” that buried Moshe (Hashem Himself!).
In Europe it was a day of great Hisorirus as communities gathered to hear Hespeidim for Gedolei Torah
who had been Niftar since the previous Zayin Adar.

Rav  Yitzchak Eizik  Taub of  Kalev,  founder  of  Kaliver  Chassidic  line  in  Hungary  (1821).
According  to  stories  of  Hungarian  Chassidim,  Rav Leib  Sarahs  received  permission  from the  boy’s
widowed mother to raise him and took him directly to Rav Shmelke of Nikolsburg. Rav Yitzchak Eizik
also learned Chassidus from Rav Elimelech of  Lizhensk.  After  his  marriage to  Feige,  Rav Yitzchak
Eizik's wife remained in her hometown of Tertzel while Rav Yitzchak Eizik continued away from home
for many years.  His wife's  financial  needs were supplied by a wealthy Kaliv Jew, Yaakov Fisch.  In
gratitude, Rav Yitzchak Eizik blessed Yaakov with good health and he lived for over a hundred years.
When Rav Yitzchak Eizik returned home 1781, the Jews of Szabolcs county appointed him as their leader,
and he moved to Kaliv as it was known to Jews. For the next forty years, Rav Yitzchak Eizik pioneered
the spread of Chassidus throughout Hungary from Kaliv, and he is regarded as the first Admor to take up
permanent residence in Hungary. Rav Yitzchak Eizik is remembered as "the sweet singer of Yisrael" and
is famed for his niggunim.

Birthday of R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l ! (1895)
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