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אּו ָקָרא  ָרֵאל רְּ ֵני ִישְּ ֹּאֶמר מֶשה ֶאל בְּ הּוָדה הַוי ַמֵטה יְּ ֵאל ֶבן אּוִרי ֶבן חּור לְּ ַצלְּ ֵשם בְּ תֹו רּוַח ֱאֹל:בְּ ַמֵלא אֹּ ָמה ים קַויְּ ָחכְּ בְּ

ָלאָכה ָכל מְּ ַדַעת ּובְּ בּוָנה ּובְּ לא( –)לה ל  ִבתְּ  
 
Moshe said to the Bnei Yisrael: "See, Hashem has called by name Betzalel, the son of Uri, the 
son of Chur, of the tribe of Yehuda. He has imbued him with the spirit of God, with wisdom, 
with insight, and with knowledge, and with [talent for] all manner of craftsmanship 
 
Moshe commands the Bnei Yisrael to “See” that Hashem has appointed Betzalel to construct 
the Mishkan and has imbued him with great talent to carry out this monumental task. Rav 
Moshe Feinstein in his Darash Moshe asks what message does the Torah wish to convey to 
us with the words אּו  See? What in particular were the Bnei Yisrael supposed to see? If we ,רְּ
look at the Torah describing Aharon’s appointment as Kohen Gadol no such wording was 
used and if so, what specifically is the lesson from this pasuk? 
 

Rav Moshe answers with an important concept about our G-d given talents and unique 
personalities. Moshe Rabbeinu was telling the Bnei Yisrael “Look at the talent and wisdom 
which Betzalel was given”. In other words, Betazalel was selected with the task of 
constructing the Mishkan and with it he was handed the tools or talents to carry out his 
mission. Rav Moshe continues that the pasuk is a directive to us all about the various 
aptitudes and talents we are born with. We have a choice of whether we will exhaust these 
gifts and direct our energies towards spiritual endeavors or will we waste it on foolishness 
and squander the privileged opportunity. Some of us are granted great wealth, a brilliant 
mind, or the ability to influence people positively but Hashem leaves us with the free will to 
choose how we will direct these talents and gifts throughout our lives and eventually holds 
us accountable if due to our laziness or secular pursuits we failed to use them 
appropriately. 
 
The Sifsei Chachamim asks why Betzalel is mentioned here as the son of Uri and the son of 
Chur and not just as ֵאל ֶבן אּוִרי ַצלְּ  leaving out Chur? He answers that since Chur was the son ,בְּ
of Miriam who was a neviah, prophetess, therefore she merited a great grandchild like 
Betzalel.  
 
Perhaps another possible way to interpret the pasuk of אּו  is with an alternative answer to רְּ
the Sifsei Chachamim’s question. Moshe intended to teach the Bnei Yisroel, אּו  look at רְּ
Betzalel and appreciate that although his lineage is impressive and notable, as the pasuk 
elaborates with הּוָדה ַמֵטה יְּ ֵאל ֶבן אּוִרי ֶבן חּור לְּ ַצלְּ  and his great grandmother being Miriam בְּ
Haneviah; this did not make him eligible for building the Mishkan. Regardless of his yichus, 
he was chosen because as the following pasuk says  ָכל ַדַעת ּובְּ בּוָנה ּובְּ ָמה ִבתְּ ָחכְּ תֹו רּוַח ֱאֹלקים בְּ ַמֵלא אֹּ ַויְּ



ָלאָכה  Hashem chose to instill within him a G-dly spirit and wisdom and for this reason .מְּ
alone he was successful. Putting aside each person’s origins and their family pedigree we 
need to recognize that our neshamos are G-dly and holy, made by Hashem, and have the 
ability to accomplish and attain great levels of holiness and purity. Whether or not we 
originate from a respectable lineage, our chances of being successful is available to the 
degree that Hashem intends for us to be since He has infused each of us with the requisite 
faculties needed to achieve our goals. Our pureness and G-dliness are hidden away and 
protected in the depth of our neshamos and we need to dig deep to reveal these hidden 
gifts to navigate and be successful in Olam Hazeh. The pasuk tells us אּו  look deep into ,רְּ
yourselves and perceive the hidden treasures you were given. The great Italian sculptor 
and painter Michelangelo is quoted as saying “Every block of stone has a statue inside it 
and it is the task of the sculptor to discover it”. Let us put our past and family roots aside 
and discover the richness and splendor of our neshamos by chiseling away the negative 
effects our surroundings have influenced us with.  
 
Good Shabbos 
 


