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TODAY TO DO 
 By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                 
     

 The month of Tishrei is unique in the Jewish 

calendar. No other month compares in either the 

number of holy days or the range of emotion.  From 

the preparations of Elul, to the seriousness of Rosh 

Hashanah, then the holiness of Yom Kippur followed 

by the happiness of Succos and culminating with the 

elation of Simchas Torah. The spiritual ladder on 

which we climb higher and higher each day; first in 

fear and then joy, awe and then love is not replicated 

at any other time of the year. It is a month that is so 

full of goodness and fulfillment that no pen could 

possibly capture it completely. 

 

 The question that surely plays in all our 

minds is: now what?! After a month of such 

spiritual climbing and closeness, how do we go 

back to regular mundane everyday life?! 

 The answer to this question is summed up 

by the title above: “Today to do.” As great and all-

encompassing as the month of elevation and 

closeness is, the real test of Tishrei begins today. 

For as the month of Mar Cheshvan begins, it is 

up to us to take all that holiness and aliyah and 

translate it into action. Whether a boy in Yeshiva, 

a woman running her home, or a man in his 

work place, what our today is going to look like 

is dependent on the extent to which we plug into 

the fire of Tishrei which we have just kindled. 

 Our morning “Modeh Ani” should reflect 

all those Tefilos, hoshanos, hakofos, Mitzvos, and 

aliya of the past four weeks. When we make a 

bracha, our realization of “Hashem Melech” 

should have within it the potency of ten days of 

recognition that Aseres Yemei Teshuva infused 

us with. When we klop “Slach Lonu” thrice  

 

daily, our mind and hearts should hearken back 

to the ten heartfelt viduyim we said on the 

holiest day of the year. And when we rejoice in 

another Daf learnt, we should hear the echo of our 

joyous Simchas Torah songs calling out from the 

page itself. 

 In short, the month of Cheshvan and the winter 

that follows should reflect a Tishrei well spent. 

 To further bring out this point, let us study 

the great message of the saintly Chofetz Chaim 

with regard to the Mitzvah of ‘Hakeim Takim Imo.’ 

The Torah teaches us in Parashas Ki Seitze that 

when one sees his friend in need of assistance in 

loading his donkey, he should help him. But the 

Torah makes it very clear that this is only if it is 

‘imo’- with him, meaning that the owner is working 

as well. If he is not – if he sits back and waits for 

others to do his work for him - one does need to 

help him. 

 The Chofetz Chaim notes, that kaviyochul 

Hashem conducts Himself with us in the same 

way. It is not enough to ask Hashem Yisborach to 

please grant us the heavenly assistance needed to 

grow in Torah and Mitzvos, we must also show that 

we are doing our part in fulfilling Torah and Mitzvos if 

we want Hashem to help us. 

 We have called out begging to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu so many times in the past four weeks to 

please help us do our mission in this world. We 

must now begin to show Him how serious we were 

about our requests by putting all our efforts into 

learning and avodas Hashem, and Bezras Hashem 

He will help us truly fulfill all our dreams…BSD   
  
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    




