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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Tzav-Shabbos HaGadol 5777 

This is the law of the elevation offering, it is the Olah-offering on the firewood on 
the altar all night until the morning and the altar’s fire was lit by it. (Vayikra 6:2) 

This verse describes the law of the Korban Olah, (meaning “to go up,”) so called because 
all of it is offered up on the altar and is entirely consumed. No part of it is eaten by 
people, though its skin was not burnt, but instead given to the Kohanim. The most 

frequent of this offering type was the Tamid, the twice-daily sacrifice. It was also 
brought by several categories of people after their purification, such as a Nazir, leper, or 
a woman who had given birth. 

On a homiletic level, we can learn a great lesson about Man’s journey through life. The 

word “olah” can be explained to mean, “one who is rising.” So, this posuk, discussing 
the “Toras Olah,” can be understood as a “guide to growth,” for how someone is able to 
grow and rise in his level of understanding and spirituality. 

The Olah remained ablaze the entire night upon the altar. In Jewish tradition, night is a 
frequent euphemism for dark periods in our lives when there are challenges, troubles, 
and we may feel helpless or lost. This darkness and suffering facilitates growth, but 
through it all, the Olah remained afire. 

The korban remained on the altar throughout the night, until the morning. The 
morning represents a cessation of the problems, and enlightenment about why the 
darkness occurred. Part of growth is understanding that though there is a great period 
of darkness, it is followed by a light at the end of the tunnel which can often show us 

why we went through what we did. 

The last phrase, “the altar’s fire was lit by it,” can 
also be translated, “and the altar’s fire burned 

within him.” The prerequisite for growth from 
troubles is that one must fully believe that this is 
an exercise meant to strengthen him, not a sign 
that he has been forsaken. His soul must remain 

ablaze with love for HaShem and seek out the 
lessons in his troubles. 

When a person goes through difficulties, but 
understands that there is a reason and a purpose 

in them, and seeks out closeness to G-d more than 
ever, that is the law of the Olah – that is the one 
who will succeed in rising high and growing. 

Indeed, the Jews suffered terribly in Egypt, but our Sages say the slavery was a 
smelting pot, a means of burning off our impurities, and at the end, we were rocketed to 
holiness, and able to accpt the Torah. This lesson is key at this time of the year because 
knowledge like this enables us to rise above any current pain, and it truly sets us free. 



Parsha Perspective –  

Orders are Orders 

What’s so big about Parshas HaGadol? 

The week before Pesach is called Shabbos HaGadol. It’s not because the Rabbi gives a big 
speech (which he does) but because of the greatness of the congregation. 

3329 years ago, Moshe told us to do the impossible: take a lamb, the deity of the Egyptian 
society in which we lived, and tie it to our bedposts in anticipation of slaughtering it. But 
guess what? We did it! 

We showed faith in G-d and were willing to go to great lengths even if they required 
superhuman dedication. That happened on Shabbos, 
the tenth of Nissan. Ever since then, when we think 
back to that day, to what we were able to achieve 
because we wanted to please G-d, (and through the 
special influence of Shabbos) we are in awe of 
ourselves. 

HaShem is too. This merit stands with us and reminds 
us what we are capable of.  

And yes, it IS a BIG deal! 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
The week before the Dedication of the Mishkan, Moshe was commanded to take Aharon and his sons, the 
clothing, and the anointing oil, and perform anointing rituals for the Kohanim. To the assembled crowd, 
Moshe said, “This is the thing HaShem commanded.” 

He then dressed the Kohanim, anointed them and the vessels, brought sacrifices and sprinkled the blood. 
He ran around preparing everything to be ready for use and the Kohanim to serve. 

It seems odd that Moshe, the leader of the people, who had seen G-d face to face (so to speak) would now 
be handling all this himself.  

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Why didn’t HaShem have someone else dress the Kohanim and anoint everything? 
Was it because as the greatest person there his job was to uplift the others? When Moshe said, “THIS is the thing HaShem 
commanded,” was he only speaking about that day and the inauguration of those Kohanim or was it perhaps more? 
Perhaps exerting himself for the benefit of another is one of the highest levels of service HaShem wants from us? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

Every Parsha has a mnemonic device to remember how many 
pesukim it has. 

Parshas Tzav, which means ‘command,’ has 96 pesukim. Its 
mnemonic is "tzav," or command. That teaches us that as servants of 
HaShem, and "a nation of Kohanim," we must understand that 
HaShem's orders are orders and we carry them out because that's 
what He commanded. 

If you do a count, though, there are actually 97 verses! 

Perhaps this teaches us that even when you're following orders, you 
should try to do a little more, and go the extra mile, to please your 
Commanding Officer. 


