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  The Fire Of Torah 
Shavuos is the Yom Tov associated with תורה

 .תורה שבעל פה whereas Chanuka is connected with שבכתב
The Trisker Magid (1806-1889) points out that Sivan, 
which is when Shavuos occurs, is the third of the summer 
months. Kislev which is when Chanuka takes place, is the 
third of the winter months.1  

  

Chanuka is associated with2 תורה שבעל פה as it is 
not written anywhere in the Torah. In fact, the 36 candles 
of Chanuka correspond to the 36 Mesachtos of Shas.  

 

 requires toil. The Menora was made תורה שבעל פה
by being thrown into fire.3 This refers to Torah with toil.4  
Consequently, Torah is called fire as in 5.אש דת למו In fact, 
the words דת למו form the term תלמוד; Gemara, תורה שבעל

 How was the Torah given? Amidst fire!6 For this .פה
reason, Har Sinai is called חורב as in אכלני חרב; scorching 
heat.7

 

 

In regard to the Menora, it states מקשה תיעשה

המנורה
8 ; it is made beaten out. This refers to toil. If one 
does this, then as the Pasuk there says, he will build a  מנרת

  Menora of pure gold.9 ;זהב טהור
  

We know that יון wanted להשכיחם תורתך; to make 
us forget Torah. Indeed, the exile of יון is called חשך; 
darkness.10 In fact, חשך and שכח; forget, are composed of 
the same letters as they tried to make us forget the 
Torah. The Pasuk states גל עיני ואביטה נפלאות מתורתך; 
uncover my eyes and I will see the wonders of your 
Torah.11 This is the opposite of יון who bring about 
darkness causing us not to see the light of the Torah. 
With this we can then fulfill העם ההלכים בחשך ראו אור גדול; 
the people who walked in darkness (because of יון) have 
seen a great light (Torah).12  

                                                           
1 Tangentially, the third Sefira is Tiferes which is the attribute of Yaakov 
who represents Torah!  
2 Bnei Yissoschar Kislev Teves 2:1. During this time of year we need to 
strengthen our Torah learning as Chanuka time is when וזדים ביד עוסקי

 Hashem delivered the cruel into the hands of the diligent ;תורתך
students of Torah (as we say in על הנסים). For this reason, Chanuka 
occurred once prophesy ended as it teaches us about the greatness of 
Torah since חכם עדיף מנביא; a sage is greater than a prophet (Baba Basra 
12a).  
3 Shemos 25:31, Rashi s.v. תיעשה 
4 The Menora symbolizes Torah as the Gemara (Baba Basra 25b. see 
Rabbanu Gershom, s.v. ומנורה) says הרוצה שיחכים ידרים; one who wishes to 
become smart should face south during davening as this is where the 
Menora was. 
5 Devarim 33:2 
6 Devarim 4:11,12. 5:4, 20 
7 Devarim 4:10. Breishis 31:40. 
8 Shemos 25:31 
9 The 25th word in the Torah is אור; light (Breishis 1:3), which is a 
reference to Chanuka- the 25th of Kislev since it is a time when we light 
the Menora. This אור also refers to Torah as in תורה אור (Mishlei 6:23) 
since Chanuka is also a time of Torah. 
10 Breishis Rabba 2:4  
11 Tehillim 119:18 
12 Yeshaya 9:1. The Gemara (Shabbos 23b) states that  הרגיל בנר הויין ליה

 one who is habitual in the lights will have sons who are ;בנים תלמידי חכמים

************************************************ 
              The Affects Of Our Actions 
There are four levels to creation– דומם; inanimate 

objects, צומח; plant life, חי; animals and מדבר; humans.13 
Why are we called מדבר as opposed to a more common 
term such as אדם, גבר, איש or אנוש? 

 

The Malachim in Yaakov’s dream were עולים

 ascending and descending.14 Another ;ויורדים בו
interpretation is that the world is affected positively or 
negatively15 because of us.16 In this light we can grasp  דע

 know who is above you. A deeper ;מה למעלה ממך
explanation is דע מה למעלה; know that whatever happens 
above, is ממך; from you.17  

 

The Pasuk states ינו -בחצרות אלה 'שתולים בבית ה

 planted in the house of Hashem, in the courtyards ;יפריחו
of our God they will flourish.18 An alternate explanation is 
that we are planted in the house of Hashem but we affect 
what goes on outside.19  

 

R’ Yechiel Michel of Zidichov asks on the Midrash 
that says קדושתי למעלה מקדושתכם that we know Hashem’s 
Kedusha is higher so what is this teaching us? He 
therefore reads it that my (Hashem’s) Kedusha is from 
you!20 With this we can comprehend 21

 ;המבין אל כל מעשיהם
Hashem understands our actions, as the word אל seems 
extra. This is telling us to (אל) where our actions can 
reach. Malachim receive sustenance from our Torah and 
Tefila.22 The Gemara says that even because of one Tzadik 
the world still exists,23 since his actions alone have the 
power to be the life force of the world.  

  

Let us explain how this works. There are four 
worlds:  אצילות , בריאה  , יצירה  , ה-עשי .24 Each of these worlds 

                                                                                                  
 So lighting candles (Chanuka) brings in Torah- which is .תלמידי חכמים
compared to light as in תורה אור. This abolishes the darkness of יון that 
wants us to forget Torah.  
13 See Shaarei Kedusha 1:2 
14 Breishis 28:12 
15 The Gemara (Yevamos 63a) tells us that the families who dwell in the 
earth are blessed בשביל ישראל; because of the Jews. Likewise, misfortune 
comes to the world because of the Jews- בשביל ישראל. The Siduro Shel 
Shabbos (5,4,3) explains that בשביל is from the term שביל; path, meaning 
it is all dependent on the path we take. 
16 The Ramchal (Mesilas Yesharim, 1) writes if one is drawn towards this 
world and distances himself from his Creator he will be corrupted and 
will corrupt the world with him. However, if he rules over himself and he 
cleaves to his Creator and uses this world solely to aid him in serving his 
Creator he will be elevated and the world itself will be uplifted with him.  
17 Avos 2:1. Nefesh Hachaim 1:4. We see from מעבירין את ותפלה וצדקה  תשובה

רהירע הגז ; Teshuva, Tefila and Tzedaka remove the evil of a decree, how 
much we affect the world. 
18 Tehillim 92:14 
19 The Nefesh Hachim (1:3) writes that we control the world. If our 
thoughts, speech and actions are good then we sustain and give 
strength to many powers and upper worlds as well as increasing 
holiness and light as it says . שמים וליסוד ארץ ..לנטעואשים דברי בפיך ; I have 
placed my words in your mouth …to implant the heavens and to set a 
foundation for the earth (Yeshaya 51:16). If they are not good then we 
lower or even destroy many powers and upper worlds like  מהרסיך

   .ruining and destroying come from you (Yeshaya 49:17) ;ומחריביך ממך יצאו
20 Brought in Siduro Shel Shabbos, Volume 2, 1:1:14. Vayikra Rabba 24:9  
21 Tehillim 33. Nefesh Hachaim 1:12 
22 See Toldos Yakov Yosef, Eikev, s.v. ואחר 
23 Yoma 38a 
24 The further something is from its source, the more physical it is. This is 
why this world is called עולם העשיה; physical, as it is the furthest of the 
worlds from the source. This is in contrast to the world of אצילות which is 
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receives its nourishment from the one above it.25 As a 
result, whether one performs a מצוה or עבירה, it affects the 
higher worlds, thereby impacting our world since it is the 
lowest of them all.26 Consequently, even that which one 
does alone, such as withholding himself from smoking a 
cigarette in his room on Shabbos without anyone 
knowing, still affects the world. This is just as one presses 
on a piano key causing what is above to make sound.    
   

Everything in the world is under the dominion of 
man as it says in אורחות ימים ...תמשילהו במעשי ידיך ; You give 
him dominion over Your handiwork, You placed 
everything under his feet.27 Likewise, והארץ נתן לבני אדם; He 
has given the earth to mankind.28 This is analogous to a 
puppet where the man behind the puppet is the one 
making the movements. We are that man making the 
movements since we affect what goes on in heaven and 
the world.  

 

If a person would turn on just one switch in the 
empire state building, all 102 floors would light up. 
Likewise, every action that we do has tremendous 
voltage. This is the explanation in סלם מוצב ארצה- we are 
planted on the ground- but וראשו מגיע השמימה; we affect 
even the heavens. For this reason, we are called מדבר 
since it is rooted in דבר; a leader, as in דבר אחד לדור and  ידבר

 lead nations.29 This is because we lead the world ;עמים
through what we do.  
 

 Man was created בצלם אלקים; in the image of 
Hashem. This is the same terminology as ה' צלך; Hashem is 
our shadow.30 When one makes a movement, so does his 
shadow. Similarly, Hashem is our shadow in that He 
makes His ‘movements’ according to ours.31 With this we 
can understand ה -יאה ה אשר-יאה  ; I will be in the way you 
are.32 When we perform the will of Hashem we give 
‘strength’ to Hashem as it says ים נעשה חיל-באלה .33 The 
opposite can also occur ח"ו as it says 34.צור ילדתך תשי

 

 

 Wicked people such as Nevuchadnetzar and the 
like (as well as the equivalent of them nowadays) only 

                                                                                                  
the highest of these four worlds. Indeed, אצילות is rooted in the word 
 .next to, since it is so close to Hashem ;אצל
25 This is just as there are  .מדברחי ,  the four elements to –דומם, צומח 
creation. The one below gives nourishment to the one above. Man 
receives nourishment from eating animals, animals get nourishment 
from consuming plants and plants get nourishment from the soil. 
26 Also see Ramban Breishis, 3:22 
27 Tehillim 8:7-9. In this light we can understand  אין מלאכי השרת אומרין

  .Malachim don’t say Shira until we do (Chullin 91b) ;שירה
28 Tehillim 115:16  
29 Sanhedrin 8a. Tehillim 47:4.  
30 Breishis 1:27. Tehillim 121:5 
31 Nefesh Hachaim 1:7  
32 Shemos 3:14. It says (Avos Drebi Nosson 31:3) that everything Hashem 
created in His world He created in man (examples: there is salt water in 
the world and there is salt water in man- tears. There are towers in the 
world and there is a tower in man- the neck and as it says  כמגדל דויד

 your neck is the tower of Dovid– Shir Hashirim 4:4). The Binyan ;צוארך
Yehoshua there comments that when one damages with his limbs, he 
damages the world. The Maharal remarks (Derech Chaim 1:2) if man 
doesn’t act properly then all is nullified as was shown by the Mabul as it 
says אמחה את האדם; I will destroy man (Breishis 6:7). 
33 Tehillim 60:14. Also ים-תנו עוז לאלה ; give strength to Hashem (Tehillim 
68:35).  
34 Devarim 32:18. Eicha Rabasi on 1:6. 

caused what they did because of our35 sins.36 The 
opposite is also true. When one is learning Torah, he may 
say an answer (תירוץ) to a question (קשיא) that can cause a 
wicked non-Jew to have a downfall. Moreover, an answer 
of a great person can cause a wicked nation to have a 
downfall.37 This is the explanation in ה-ויהי האדם לנפש חי : 
we give life to the upper and lower worlds.38  
 

Our Avodas Hashem can cause someone 
elsewhere to do Teshuva.39 In this way we can grasp the 
words אל ה' וישב...דרשו ה' בהמצאו ; through seeking Hashem 
וישב...דרכו יעזוב רשע אל ה' ,(דרשו) - we can cause a person to 
do Teshuva.40 Now we can understand why in the future 
the Yetzer Hara of a Tzadik appears like a big mountain,41 
since through overcoming the Yetzer Hara he thereby 
helped others overcome theirs.42  
 

 We see this idea by the donkey of Pinchas ben 
Yair who wouldn’t eat טבל; that which didn’t have Maaser 
taken from it.43 In regard to the Mabul we are told  ותשחת

 the world itself was corrupted.44 The inanimate ;הארץ
earth was corrupted as it was affected by the actions of 
man.45 As a result, three טפחים (measurement) deep into 
the ground were uprooted.46 It therefore is no 
coincidence that the word איש is an acronym for  ,םי, רץא

מיםש ; earth, sea and heaven, since we affect all levels of 
creation.47  
  

 Let us conclude with the words of the Shomer 
Emunim:48 at times when one overcomes a big test, he 
shakes worlds and the Malachim are mystified and 
shudder (נרעשים ונבהלים) from him…. All worlds and 
Malachim are subjected to the Jewish people…. This is 
because the Neshama of a Jew is so high beyond 
measure. When the holy Jewish people open their mouth 
to say שירה the wings of the חיות הקודש (type of Malachim) 
are still49 and the שרפים and Malachim are silent.  
 

                                                           
35 In a similar vein, R’ Yisrael Salanter remarked that we are one people. 
When a Jew gossips in Kovno, a Jew in Paris desecrates Shabbos 
(Tenuas Hamussar, 1:308). 
36 See Yeshaya 10:5. If we would think about this, we wouldn’t sin 
because we would realize what an affect we have on the world. 
Furthermore, no one would have self-esteem issues. The Gemara 
instructs that one should regard the world and himself as if it is on equal 
spiritual balance. So, if he does one Mitzva he tipped the balance for 
himself and the world (Kidushin 40b).  
37 See Imrei Pinchas 8:24 
38 Breishis 2:7. Nefesh Hachaim, 1:4 
39 See Imrei Pinchas, pg 188 
40 Yeshaya 55:6,7. See also Mesilas Yesharim 1 and 26. 
41 Succa 52a 
  pg 240 ,שיחות בעבודת ה' 42
43 Chullin 7 
44 See also 6:12 with Rashi. When one smokes a cigarette we know that 
he doesn’t just affect himself harmfully rather he also spreads that 
pollution to the world. The same is with our actions- for good or for bad.  
45 Breishis 6:11. See Breishis Rabba 28:8 that הכל קלקלו מעשיהן; they were 
destructive in their actions. A dog was with a wolf and so on. Also 
Sanhedrin 108a. 
46 Beis Halevi, Noach, s.v. וירא 
47 Also see Kli Yakar 1:6 and Yirmiya 5:22. Hence, natural disasters such as 
earthquakes and the like as well as wickedness and so on are because of 
our actions (Breishis Rabba 4:6). 
 chapter 20 ,מאמר האמונה 48
49 See Yechezkal 1:24 


