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Parshas Emor 

The Power of Chessed 

Many Tzadikim have had the merit of meeting Eliyahu 

Hanavi. R’ Shalom of Belz once had a Chossid who 

desired to meet Eliyahu. He approached his Rebbe for 

guidance on how to merit this holy revelation. R’ 

Shalom gave him clear instructions; ‘For the next forty 

days you must devote yourself entirely to avodas 

Hashem. You are to remain awake every night learning 

Torah and your days should be spent in spiritual 

pursuits.” For the next thirty nine days the man 

followed his Rebbe’s instructions. On the 39
th
 day he 

approached the Rebbe for further guidance. The Rebbe 

told him, “Tonight is the big night. Make sure you are 

spiritually prepared for the revelation. When you are 

up tonight make sure that no one else is in the Beis 

Medrash as Eliyahu will not appear in front of others.” 

It was a dark and snowy night. The Chossid trudged to 

shul with much anticipation. He waited until the last 

person had left and he bolted the doors behind him. He 

sat in his corner learning Torah, awaiting the big 

moment. Suddenly the silence was disturbed by 

obtrusive knocking on the shul’s door. Standing on the 

other side was a poor beggar. He pleaded, “Please open 

the door for me. I have just arrived by foot from the 

neighboring town and I am freezing out here in the 

snow.” Our friend felt bad for the pauper but he was 

not willing to forfeit his chance of spending time with 

Eliyahu Hanavi. “I am sorry but I can’t let you in. You 

can try to find refuge in a different shul.” And with that 

our friend returned to his Gemara saddened that his 

learning was disturbed. He waited and waited but alas 

Eliyahu did not arrive.  

The next day he returned to the Rebbe, “I followed all 

of your instructions. What went wrong?” The Rebbe 

asked him to repeat the events of the previous night. 

After hearing the rundown the Rebbe sighed and 

exclaimed, “Don’t you realize; the beggar by the door 

was Eliyahu.” The Chossid replied, “If I was deserving 

of meeting with him, why did he not appear in the Beis 

Medrash. Why did he come as a pauper?” The Rebbe 

replied, “This was the final test to see if you were 

worthy. In order to merit this great experience you 

needed to show that you succeeded in transcending 

your self-centeredness to such an extent that you are 

willing to forgo everything, including gilui Eliyahu, for 

another yid. When you sent that beggar away you 

proved yourself unworthy.” (As heard from R’ Yosef Weiss, author of 

Visions of Greatness.) 

In expounding on the virtues of Chesed I would like to 

quote a question on the Parsha, along with three 

individual answers; each one illustrating a virtue of 

Chesed. The Parsha discusses all of the YomimTovim 

of the year. In middle of this discussion, right after 

Shavuos, the Torah throws in the halachos of peah and 

leket; commanding that when we harvest our fields we 

shall leave the end of the field as well as the fallen 

stalks for the poor. The Torah then continues with 

Rosh Hashanah. What’s the connection? What message 

is the Torah trying to impart upon us? 

Answer 1: The Mashgiach R’ Matisyahu Salomon 

explains that this halacha is connected to the previous 

mentioned YomTov of Shavuos. Why does the Torah 

stick the laws of מתנת עניים into the halachos of 

Shavuos? It is because Shavuos is dependent on it. As I 

explained last week; to merit Torah one needs to have 

been uplifted through the transcendent power of 

Chesed. Thus, the Torah sticks Chesed into the Parsha 

of Shavuos. 

Answer 2: Rashi says that it comes to hint that 

whoever gives מתנת עניים is as if the Beis Hamikdash 

was built and he offered sacrifices there. R’ Shimon 

Schwab expounds on this point: why is this written 

between these YomimTovim specifically? He explains 

that it is a hint to the YomTov that will one day be 

between Shavuos and Rosh Hashanah; namely the 
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coming YomTov of Tishah Ba’av. The Beis 

Hamikdash will be facilitated by Moshiach who is a 

descendant of Dovid. Dovid’s lineage began with the 

marriage of Boaz and Rus which only happened 

through Boaz’s generosity in keeping these Mitzvohs 

of leket and shkicha. Thus, the coming Beis 

Hamikdash was facilitated through these Mitzvohs. It 

is for this reason that the Torah hints to the coming 

YomTov of Tishaa Ba’av by relating these Mitzvohs. 

We can add, how are we to merit the geulah? It is only 

through the zechus of Chesed. As the Posuk states 

 and those who will return to Eretz Yisroel ,ושביה בצדקה

will be in the merit of Tzedaka. This is the power of 

Chesed; it ushers in the ultimate redemption. 

It is worthy to mention: the Gemara states that for one 

to be saved from חבלי משיח, the birth pangs of 

Moshiach, one should study Torah and do acts of 

Chesed. Why are these mitzvohs the recipe for being 

saved? R’ Matisyahu once said that it is because these 

acts have the ability to uplift a person above the need 

for חבלי משיח. The explanation for this is as follows. 

The purpose of חבלי משיח is to sever our bonds with 

earthly pursuits in order to make us fit to connect to the 

Kedusha of the messianic era. One who lives a life 

devoted to Torah and Chesed is already uplifted and 

has no need for חבלי משיח, thus he is saved from them.  

Answer 3: The Meshech Chochma explains that the 

parsha of מתנת עניים is a prelude to Rosh Hashanah. The 

only way to merit a good verdict on Rosh Hashanah is 

through the zechus of chessed. Hashem’s judgment is 

always measure for measure; if we want to merit life, we 

must have the zechus of giving life. מתנת עניים is giving 

life to the poor. In this zechus we can merit life on Rosh 

Hashanah. For this reason the Torah precedes Rosh 

Hashanah with the laws of מתנת עניים.  

The Gemara in ב י"אב"  relates the following story. 

Binyomin Hatzadik was the treasurer of a Tzedaka fund. 

Once, during a time of famine a woman came to him for 

money. He told her that unfortunately the fund had run 

dry. She replied, “If you don’t support me then I and my 

seven children will perish”. Hearing this Binyomin 

Hatzadik gave her what she needed from his personal 

funds. A while later he became ill and was by the 

doorway of death, the Malachim came to his defense and 

said, “Should a man who saved seven lives die so 

young?” Instantly Hashem rescinded the decree and he 

lived for another 22 years.  

The Meshech Chochma asks: he was called Binyomin 

Hatzadik; obviously he must have done many worthy 

deeds to earn this title. Why was this the only merit he 

had to lengthen his life? The Meshech Chochma answers: 

we see from here that in order to merit life, one must have 

the zechus of giving life to others. It is for this reason that 

before Rosh Hashanah the Posuk tells us to give 

sustenance to the poor. 

R’ Fischel Schachter recently relates the following, “I 

recently went to pay a Shiva call in the Projects. The 

family related the following. ‘Many years ago the 

Projects were teaming with Frum families; every Friday 

night there would be minyonim on every floor. The 

families would take turns hosting the Minyan. The first 

week we moved in, it was already our turn. The following 

week our father announced that he decided that we would 

host the Minyan every week. I don’t have to describe 

what a house with many children looks like on an Erev 

Shabbos. To add to it the pressure of hosting the Minyan 

did not make sense, yet our father insisted on it. During 

the summer months when many families would go to the 

country we would stay behind to host the Minyan. It is 

now 44 years that the Minyan has been in our home and 

in all these years we never understood the reason for our 

father’s obsession with it. This week, while sitting shiva 

for him, we finally found out the true reason. 

“Yesterday a neighbor of ours came and related, ‘I moved 

in here the same time as your father 44 years ago. I was 

then in my first year of marriage, and things were not as 

smooth as I expected. The most pressured time of the 

week was late Friday afternoon. I knew that my turn to 

host the Minyan was coming; and I knew that adding that 

burden would be the straw that would totally break our 

marriage. I went to your father to unburden myself, and 

he told me that he would take care of it. It is for this 

reason that he insisted on hosting the Minyan every week; 

to ensure that my turn would never come.’” 

Indeed Klal Yisrael is known for their extreme Chesed. It 

is for good reason, as Chesed has the power to give us 

life. It brings Moshiach.  And it uplifts us to a 

transcendent level where we can connect Torah and to 

Hashem. 


