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The Borrowed Pipe 
The disciples of the Baal Shem 

Tov repeatedly requested that he show them 

the Prophet Eliyahu, until he finally agreed. 

Once they all went out to the fields together, 

according to their custom every Friday mid 

afternoon, in order to hear words of Torah 

from the mouth of their rebbe and to greet the 

incoming Shabbat. 

 

Suddenly he said: "I would like to smoke a 

pipe." 

 

His disciples spread out in all directions in the 

hope of finding someone willing to lend his 

pipe, but saw no one and returned empty 

handed. 

 

The tzaddik stood up and said: "Here, I can 

see a Polish squire walking along. Perhaps 

you could go across and see if he has a pipe I 

could borrow?" 

 

They went over to ask him, and not only did 

he agree to lend it, but followed them back to 

the rebbe so that he would give it to him 

personally. 

 

He filled it with tobacco and lit it with a spark 

from two stones, and while the Baal Shem 

Tov smoked, he asked the stranger whether 

that year's harvest was coming up well all 

over the countryside, whether during 

threshing it yielded an ample measure of 

grain, and so on. 

 

His disciples took no notice of the stranger, 

and spent the time repeating and memorizing 

the most recent teachings of their rebbe. 

After the stranger had taken his leave, the 

Baal Shem Tov said: "Very well, I have kept 

my promise: I have shown you the Prophet 

Eliyahu." 

 

His disciples were stupefied, and protested: 

"Rebbe, why did you not tell us that this man 

that we thought was a Polish squire was really 

Eliyahu, so that we could ask him to teach 

us?" 

 

The Baal Shem Tov answered: "If you had 

understood yourselves and asked who this 

was, I would have revealed him to you, but if 

you did not understand, I was not permitted to 

do so. 

 

I can however tell you what I said to him. 

When I asked him if the new crop was 

sprouting satisfactorily, my question meant: 

'Has there been a widespread hitaruta 

diletata (inspiration from below)? Have our  

 
 

brethren taken the initiative in turning their 

souls toward their Father in heaven?' 

 

And when I asked whether the harvest yielded 

ample grain, my question meant: 'Has this 

spontaneous awakening of our brethren 

resulted in a hitaruta dilayla, an arousal from 

above of divine grace, bringing all manner of 

blessings upon their heads?' 

 

"And what he answered me, he answered me." 

 

The Silver Cane 
A middle-aged chasid of the Alter Rebbe used 

to go about with a wooden cane. However, 

whenever he had a private audience with the 

Rebbe he made sure to leave the cane outside 

of the room before entering, as he deemed it 

disrespectful to enter the Rebbe's room with a 

cane. 

 

One time though, he forgot. The Rebbe eyed 

the cane for a few long moments, and then said 

to the discomfited chasid, "You know, a cane 

like that deserves a silver handle." 

 

As soon as the chasid left the Rebbe's study, 

excited by the Rebbe's personal 

recommendation, he rushed over to the 

silversmith and requested a silver overlay for 

the head of his cane. The next day, when he 

returned to the shop and saw the result, he was 

not satisfied. "No," he said to the astonished 

craftsman; "this won't do. You made it like a 

normal silver handle. But this has to be 

special. The Rebbe himself told me to put it 

on." 

 

The silversmith added another coat or three, 

but when his customer returned he still was not 

satisfied. "Not enough," he insisted. "Not 

enough. Not when it is the Rebbe himself who 

said to make it silver." 

 

This time the silversmith added really a lot of 

silver. He actually worried that he had made it 

so thick and so heavy that it would no longer 

be practical for use. 

The chasid, however, was ecstatic. "I have fulfilled 

the Rebbe's directive to the maximum, and beyond!" 

he thought to himself. 

 

He set off for home. But he did not progress far 

along the road before he was set upon by three 

highwaymen, marauding murderers who were intent 

on taking all his valuables, including of course the 

cane with its massive amount of glittering silver, and 

then disposing of all the evidence, including the 

victim. 

 

"You want my cane?" he screamed. "I'll give it to 

you!" with the sudden realization that the handsome 

silver top was also a powerful weapon. He quickly 

reversed it, grasped it with both hands at the bottom, 

and swung it mightily at the head of the nearest 

robber. The top of the cane connected solidly with 

the back of his head, and down he slid to the ground, 

unconscious. 

 

The chasid quickly dispatched the second attacker as 

well. He then wheeled towards the last man, but he 

was already speeding down the road, looking back a 

few times in shocked fright. 

 

The next time the chasid arrived in Liozna he was 

soon admitted to private audience. But before he 

could tell the story of what had happened, the Rebbe 

spoke first: 

 

"Now your cane no longer needs a silver head." 

 

Source: Heard at a farbrengen from Rabbi Eli 

Friedman, who also helped with this English text 

version. 

 

Biographic note: 

Rabbi Shnuer Zalman [18 Elul 1745 - 24 Tevet 

1812], one of the main disciples of the Maggid of 

Mezritch, is the founder of the Chabad-Chasidic 

movement. He is the author of Shulchan Aruch 

HaRav and Tanya as well as many other major works 

in both Jewish law and the mystical teachings. 

Above stories by Yerachmiel Tilles.  Yerachmiel Tilles.  is 
the director of the AscentOfSafed.com and 
KabbalaOnline.org websites. His mailing list of 900+ 
weekly stories (editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 
19th year. “Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 3-
volume series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat 
at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com, from the 
publishers in Jerusalem, Menorah-Books.com, and in 
Jewish bookstores world-wide. 

 

The Borrowed Pipe and the Silver Cane 
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exerts an influence on his 
surroundings, including his 
animals. The Talmud relates 
the story of Rabbi Yochanan 
ben Torta's cow, which 
refused to work on Shabbat 
after it was sold to a non-Jew.  

(The Admor of Gur)  

And to bring you to the place that 
I have prepared (Ex. 23:20) 
 
This refers to the Land of 
Israel, which was "prepared" 
for the Jewish people at the 
beginning of creation, as the 
Torah states: "When the 
Most High gave the nations 
their inheritance...He set the 
borders of the peoples for 
the number of the Children 
of Israel." 

(Ohr HaChaim) 

h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

Last week we read about the Giving of 
the Torah at Mount Sinai. This week, in 
the portion of Mishpatim, we begin 
learning the specific commandments the 
Torah contains. 

There are three categories of mitzvot 
in the Torah: Chukim (statutes) are 
commandments that are above our 
understanding. Eidot (testimonies) are 
mitzvot that we would not have arrived at 
without the Torah. However, once G-d 
commanded us to obey them, we are able 
to understand their rationale. Mishpatim 
(judgments) are simple commandments 
that are compelled by human logic, laws 
that society would keep even if the Torah 
had not commanded their observance. 

Most of the Torah portion of 
Mishpatim deals with these seemingly 
self-evident laws. Which leads to the 
following question: 

After the extraordinary spectacle at 
Mount Sinai, why does the Torah stress 
the rational category of mitzvot, as 
opposed to the others? Furthermore, why 
was a supernatural revelation necessary 
for rules and regulations we would have 
figured out on our own? 

The answer is that the Torah is 
teaching us how to relate to the whole 

concept of rational mitzvot. The natural 
inclination is to base these mitzvot on our 
intellectual understanding. 

 It hardly seems even necessary to 
believe in G-d to arrive at the conclusion 
that it is wrong to harm others, or that we 
must compensate someone we have 
injured. These principles are patently 
obvious. 

However, by enumerating the "logical" 
judgments first, the Torah emphasizes 
that even these mitzvot must be observed 
out of faith in G-d.  

We obey the Torah's rational laws not 
because they are logical, but because G-d 
has commanded us to obey them. Indeed, 
the only basis and source of all mitzvot, 
regardless of whether or not we 
understand them, is our Divinely-given 
Torah. 

even turn it into a "mitzva"! The human 
mind can also devise logical "proofs" for 
contradictory theorems. It is thus too 
unreliable a foundation for a moral 
existence. 

Moreover, just as G-d is Infinite and 
without end, so too is His holy Torah. 
Even the simplest and most logical 
mitzvot are endlessly deep. If a Jew 
observes a mitzva only because he 
understands it, he misses out on all its 
inner significance. 

By basing our observance on faith, we 
ensure that our moral system will be 
stable and unwavering. We also connect 
ourselves to G-d through even the most 
"logical" of mitzvot. 

Adapted from the teachings of the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe; Shabbos Table and From our Sages 

reprinted from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / NYC) 

 

RATIONAL DOES NOT MEAN NEGOTIABLE 

 

 

 

This is important for several 
reasons: 

A truly ethical life cannot be 
based on the human intellect, as it 
is simply too flexible and open to 
manipulation by the will.  

If a person really wants to do 
something, not only will he 
develop a philosophy by which 
such action is justified, but he will 

FREE RIDE 
Someone once asked Reb Chaim Brisker, “Is it 

true that when the respect of parents includes some 
monetary expense, it is the parents’ responsibility and 
not the son’s?” 

 “Yes,” replied Reb Chaim, “That indeed is the 
halacha”.  

The man continued, “Then here is my question: 
My father lives in a distant town and I have just been 
notified that he is ill and bedridden. Trust me; I 
want, to fulfill the mitzvah of Kibud Av, and travel 
to help him. But alas, what can I do? The way is a 
long one and the train ride is very costly, and my 
father does not have the money to pay for the ticket. 
Doesn’t that mean that I am exempt from making 
the trip?”  

“True!” answered Reb Chaim, “You are not 
liable to take the train. Go instead by foot…!” 
(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

You shall serve the L-rd your G-d, and He 
shall bless your bread and your water (Ex. 
23:25) 
 

Why is "You shall serve the L-rd 
your G-d" in the plural, whereas 
"your bread" and "your water" are in 
the singular? Commented the 
Kotzker Rebbe: When it comes to 
the service of G-d, i.e., prayer, even if 
every individual Jew were to pray by 
himself, the words join together to 
form a communal prayer. By 
contrast, when it comes to eating, 
many people can dine at the same 
table, but each is ultimately eating 
and drinking individually. 

 

And these are the judgments that you 
shall set before them (Ex. 21:1)  
 
Rashi explains, the Torah 
juxtaposes "civil" laws with the 
laws of the altar, to teach that the 
Jewish Court must be located 
next to the Temple. To Jews, 
societal laws are holy. In the 
same way that the sacrificial 
offerings in the Temple were a 
Divine service, so too are the 
Torah's laws of interpersonal 
behavior a way for the Jew to 
serve G-d in his daily life. 

 (Avnei Ezel) 

On the seventh day you shall rest, that 
your ox and your donkey may rest 
(Ex. 23:12) 
 
A Jew's rest on Shabbat should 
be so forceful and intense that it 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g                                  The Cause for Joy                                                           
The Rambam writes that when rejoicing on Yom Tov, one should not 

be involved in drinking and frivolity, and claim he is increasing in 

simcha, for this is not simcha, just wildness and foolishness. We were 

commanded to have ‘simcha’, which always involves avodas Hashem, 

and this cannot be done when wild or drunk. (Rambam, Hilchot Yom 

Tov) 

During the times of the Baal Shem Tov, there lived a chossid in the 

town of Lubavitch known as Reb Yisroel der Lebediker (the lively one). 

Even at ninety years old, he would still daven and learn Tanach and 

Mishnayos with the excitement and energy of a young man. He was 

wont to say: “A mitzvah without kavana (intention) is like a body 

without a neshama. The kavana must be that it comes from the 

commander, Hashem, Who shleps us out from all sorts of mud (בלאטע). 

So, if I, Yisroelik, who am nothing, merited to fulfill the command of 

Hashem, I should jump and dance from absolute joy!” (Likutei 

Diburim, vol. 1, pg. 228)  

The Torah says that as a result of not serving Hashem with simcha, the 

Yidden will have to serve their enemies. The Alter Rebbe explained that 

these refer to the many challenges (מקטרגים)  which a Yid encounters in 

parnasa, health and children. They are destroyed through one’s 

davening with enthusiasm and being joyous from recognizing Hashem. 

The Alter Rebbe would command those who have troubles to daven 

with song and simcha, for it sweetens the judgments (דינים) on a person 

and chases away all the adversaries.  The Mitteler Rebbe noted that this 

has been tried with successful results. The Mitteler Rebbe writes that 

every person, even those who are immersed in deep thoughts of 

chassidus when they daven, must literally say Pesukei D’zimra out 

loud, with song, for it brings simcha. In addition, it is necessary to have 

‘simcha shel mitzvah’ in the literal sense, to the extent that when 

putting on Tallis and Tefillin or giving tzedaka, one should feel an 

excitement in his heart that he is able to cause pleasure to his Creator. 

He should ignore those who mock him in this, and who only derive 

happiness from physical pleasures. (Igeret HaKodesh of the Mittler 

Rebbe, pg. 265)  

The Arizal once told his talmid Reb Chaim Vital that the reason he 

merited Ruach Hakodesh and revelation of Eliyahu Hanavi was because 

of his great joy in fulfilling mitzvos. The Rebbe said this is a lesson for 

every person, that through joy in fulfilling mitzvos, one can reach great 

heights. (Torah Ohr, pg. 20B)  

A chossid complained to the Alter Rebbe that his mind was being 

assailed with foreign thoughts. The Alter Rebbe told him, “They 

gather in empty space!” (They come when the mind is not filled 

with thoughts of Torah and mitzvos). The Rebbe explained that the 

same is with simcha; if a person does not have joy in fulfilling 

mitzvos, then his happiness will be expressed in other things…  

(Torat Menachem, vol. 36, pg. 221)  

                     The Avodah of Simcha                       
In the beginning of the Alter Rebbe’s nesius, he discontinued the 

practice of the chassidim to arouse atzvus (sadness) over their 

wrongdoings. The chassidim, thought they were also to do away 

with merirus (bitterness over aveiros (sins)) and were therefore 

constantly in a state of simcha. Later, the Alter Rebbe wrote in 

Tanya that there is a benefit to feelings of bitterness for aveiros, for 

it serves as a necessary prerequisite for joy. The chassidim then 

understood that it was only melancholy and despair which the Alter 

Rebbe had negated. The Rebbe said that in our times, we no longer 

have the emotional strength to do teshuva with bitterness; rather, 

we must do teshuva with simcha. The Rebbe explained that 

truthfully, teshuva is a great cause for simcha. For there can be no 

greater joy than ‘finding oneself’ and being reunited with our 

father, like a prince returning, after a long separation, to his father 

the king. (Torat Menachem 5743, vol. 1, pg. 667; Sefer HaSichot 

5701, pg. 45; Torat Menachem 5746, vol. 1, pg. 90) 

The tzaddik Reb Nachman of Breslav writes, that a person should 

discover within himself the minutest amount of good and be joyful 

from it. Furthermore, a person should be joyful even through 

pointless activities (such as dancing etc.), and this will bring him to 

simcha.  

The Rebbe said that one should make sure to be joyful, even from 

gashmiusdike (physicality) things, if that is what makes him happy 

in his current state. Once a person will be in a state of simcha, he 

will be able to draw himself towards joy of mitzvos. Of course, this 

does not include frivolity הוללות, because even if the person feels 

happy during that moment, he will later regret it and there will not 

be any simcha… (Torah Menachem 5742, vol. 3, pg. 1112; Likutei 

Mohoran; Torat Menachem 5745, vol. 2, pg. 152) 

On Yud Tes Kislev, 5560, the Alter Rebbe held a Seudas Hoda’a 

   SIMCHA - HAPPINESS 

 

Before the Moshiach… 
 
Someone once complained 

about the difficult economic 

and political plight of 

Russian Jewry to the 

renowned 19th-century 

Chasidic leader Rabbi 

Chaim Halberstam, Rabbi 

of Tzanz. Rabbi Halberstam  

 

replied: "Unfortunately I 

can't help you now. But 

before the Messianic Era, 

Russia will crumble into 

many pieces and then 

Moshiach will come!" 

 
(reprinted from 

www.LchaimWeekly.org – LYO 

/ NYC) 

 

 

for his release from prison three years previous. Many hundreds 

of chassidim gathered from far and wide to take part in this great 

simcha. After the Maamar which the Alter Rebbe said before all 

of the chassidim, the Alter Rebbe sat down for a seudah together 

with his sons and brothers, and a few selected Eltere Chassidim. 

During the seudah the Alter Rebbe spoke, revealing many new 

ideas.  

After the seudah, some chassidim begged the Rebbe’s son Reb 

Moshe to share with them that which he said, and Reb Moshe 

agreed, on condition that they would not pass it on. The chossid 

Reb Eizil Homilier who heard from Reb Moshe, related one 

point, as it is relevant to all chassidim: “I have a tradition from 

the Baal Shem Tov that foolishness, sadness and feeling of self-

worth are considered by chassidim as aveiros of the Torah. 

Acute perception, joy brought about through finding the good in 

everything and calm swiftness are considered to be mitzvos of 

the Torah.” (Sefer HaSichot, Summber, 5700, pg. 52) (adapted 

and reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

One Step Translations 

  



When students of Torah Academy 

Primary School in Johannesburg 

launched an exhibit on the 12 Pesukim, 

little did they know what it would 

inspire. 

Last Gimmel Tammuz, the children of 

Torah Academy Primary School in 

Johannesburg South Africa launched an 

exhibit portraying the 12 Pesukim. The 

children worked meticulously and 

creatively to present 3-D extraordinary 

displays which attracted school families 

as well as members of the broader 

Jewish community. 

 

Little did the children and their 

extraordinary mechanchim realize that 

their work would inspire the publishing 

of a book that would reach people far 

beyond the shores of Africa – a book 

Kids Inspire New  

Pesukim Book 

which would give readers an 

opportunity to continue exploring the 

12 Pesukim and internalizing its 

messages. Each page of the newly 

published book features a photograph 

of a detail of the children’s work, 

together with an illustration and 

message. 

 

The book is titled: "You have power & 

other messages for kids". It is a full-

colour, illustrated hard-cover book 

which shares 12 empowering 

thoughts, each gleaned from one of the 

12 Pesukim. The simple words speak 

to people of all backgrounds. The 

perfect gift for your family, Hebrew 

School learners and community-

members. Included are 'pointers for 

discussion' to assist parents & 

educators in broadening their 

discussions about each posuk with 

their children & learners. 

 

As Devorah Leah Rosenfeld of Hachai 

put it: "The way you 'translate' the 

pesukim into wider messages is very 

inspiring. I see this for frum and non-

frum alike."  

 

For orders and for bulk order 

inquiries, please email 

admin@torahacademy.co.za. 

For sample pages and more 

information visit 

www.torahacademy.co.za. 

 

Reprinted from Collive 

  

 

 
One of my favorite places for new 

recipes is Chabad.org. Recently there 

was an excellent recipe that was both a 

soup course and a main course. It is 

now a staple recipe in our home. In a 

large pot (I made this in my slow 

cooker) put 1 kilo of chicken (I used 

chicken breasts on sale at Of Anash), 2 

large chopped onions, 1 (or 2) large 

kishuim, 5-10 (depending on size) 

chopped carrots, 1 bunch of celery 

minus the leaves (when I made this the 

celery was rather skinny and pathetic so 

I used 2), salt and pepper to taste. Fill 

the pot with water and let cook. Before 

Shabbat (early enough so everyone can 

have some before Shabbat) add 400 

grams of barley. When the chicken is 

cooked cut it up into smaller pieces.  

Alizah Hochstead, 

alizahh@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Ask Dr. Yosef” 
 

Question:  My wife and I have now been married nearly 

two years; basically we have a pretty good relationship.  

However, something has been bothering me about her and I 

can't get it out of my head.  I think she dresses very 

provocatively; her lipstick is too bright, her shaitel is too long 

and her clothes are too tight.  When we are out, I notice other 

men staring at her.  I would really like it if she dressed more 

modestly, but I am afraid that if I say anything, she will get 

upset.  What do you think I should do? 

 

 Dr. Yosef replies:  Before I tell you what I think you 

should do, let's analyze the information you've given me.  

You have a problem with your wife and you won't/can't 

discuss it with her for fear of upsetting her.  Basically, you 

feel she is not modest enough (tzniut) when she goes out, and 

therefore draws a lot of ogling from men. 

The question is – whether she is aware that she draws these 

looks, and another question is whether you are exaggerating 

the situation.  Here is another example of how important it is 

to have a mashpia with whom this could be discussed.  Some 

further questions; is this new behavior or has it been a 

problem for the two years of your marriage.  In other words, 

what precipitated your decision to send in this question at this 

time.  I would be interested to know if your wife's friends also 

dress in the manner you describe, or if her behavior deviates 

from that of the other woman. 

Assuming that you have accurately and objectively assessed 

the situation, what does it mean and how can you deal with it.  

For many women (and men) attracting admiring glances can 

be a big ego booster and an affirmation that they have value – 

especially if they have limited self-confidence and a low self-

concept. The way a person dresses makes a statement; here, it 

would seem the statement is look at me and admire me for my 

physical attractiveness. 

This is a very good commentary on your status as a frum, 

Torah observant couple.  Your wife does not seem aware that, 

in Jewish life, what brings honor and respectability to a 

Jewish woman is her inner essence; behavior which is the 

complete opposite of the physical attractiveness she 

apparently displays.  From your letter, what bothers you is 

more the fact of men staring at her, than her immodesty and 

undignified behavior.  If you want your wife to be a true 

"aishes chayil" (a woman of excellence), you need to be 

deserving of such a partner. Among other things, this will 

require you to learn how to talk to her without her getting 

upset.  That will require you to deal with the arrogance, 

hinted at in your question.  If you can do that you will begin 

to see your wife as a great gift bestowed on you by Hashem, 

rather than a rebellious, immature teenager.  Good luck.  

 
 Dr. Yosef Halbfinger, Personal, Marriage (Sholom Bayis) & 

Family Issues–English, Hebrew, Yiddish– Halachic Advisor:  

HaRav Chaim Sholom Deitsch, shlita. (02) 571-4532; (0526)-

967706 – 131 HaYehudim, Old City, JM. 

 

                                                                                       

 
 

 

 
 

Halacha Corner – My Child’s Damages.  I was shopping with my child in an electronic store. He was looking at an 

expensive camera and it fell and broke. Am I obligated to pay for it?  The Mishna states that working with a child is a “bad deal” since an 

adult who damages him is liable, but if he damages the adult he is exempt. If a child steals he is obligated to return the object, but if it gets lost 

or stolen from the child, he has no obligation to repay its value. This is the halacha in Shulchan Aruch.  Acharonim discuss whether the child 

must repay the damages upon reaching the age of bar or bas mitzvah. Some hold that he is obligated midrabanan, while others hold that he is 

only encouraged to pay “lifnim mishuras hadin,” beyond the letter of the law, and this seems to be the position of the Shulchan Aruch.   The 

Alter Rebbe paskens that although he is not required to pay or to do teshuva he should nevertheless accept upon himself an extra practice as 

atonement. Chassidus also discusses the need for doing teshuvah for sins done as a child.  Regarding repaying the damage upon becoming-of-

age, some acharonim make a distinction between whether or not the child derived benefit from the damage (e.g. he ate a chocolate bar). If he 

did, the child will become obligated to pay when he gets older while if there was no benefit derived the child will be exempt.  Parents are not 

obligated to pay for their child’s damages unless the parent facilitated the damage. In a situation when the child is obligated to pay when he 

grows up, it is recommended that the.father lay out the money for the child lest the child forget later.  To protect himself, the store owner 

should post a sign at the entrance declaring that anyone who comes in with children accepts responsibility for any damage caused by the 

children, and otherwise he may not enter. Then, the parents will be halachically obligated to pay for all damages. (by Rabbi Chaim Hillel 

Raskin, Moreh Hora'ah - Beis Horaa Rechovot; reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 
 

 

 


