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5:49   -                            TWRN TQLDH 
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7:19  -                                          72 TAC 

* Based on Emergence of 3 Stars  
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Now You Know 
When one sees a rainbow a bracha 
should be made.  However, one should 

be careful not to stare at a rainbow for 
too long (Shulchan Aruch 229:1). The Zohar 

writes that this is because one looking 
at a rainbow is as if he is looking at the 
Shechina (Parshas B'shalach 66b).   

There is a debate amongst the poskim 
as to whether or not these halachos 

apply to rainbows caused by natural 
events (as opposed to those that 

appear in the sky out of nowhere) such 
as after a rainstorm or in water.   

The Ben Ish Chai writes (Parshas Eikev: 17) 
that it would seem that one should not 

make a bracha on a rainbow that 
appears naturally; however, being that 

the general accepted minhag is to make 
a bracha on any rainbow, one should 

make a bracha on a rainbow that 
appears naturally. 

It is written in the Mishna Brura (229:1), 
that when one sees a rainbow he should 

not inform a friend about it but rather 
make a bracha and keep it to himself.  

One reason is that if HaShem sends the 
rainbow as a sign that He remembers 

His covenant not to destroy the world 
with a flood, it means that mankind is 

behaving in a manner that makes it 
worthy of being destroyed.   

One would not wish to share such evil 
tidings, nor should one publicize his 

own or others’ sins. (And definitely NOT 
take pride in them.) 

Chazal teach that when the truly 
righteous lived, rainbows were never 

seen. 

Thought of the week: 

Don’t focus on what’s wrong. 
Focus on what’s next. 

 (BK:W TYwARB)  „.HsE IK OYQLA WTA HWC RwA LKK XN sEYW‰ 
“And Noach did everything as he was commanded by G-d, so did he do.” (Genesis 6:22) 

Noach is a holy yet semi-tragic figure in the history of the world. A righteous man, the world 
was destroyed on his watch. The flood that HaShem brought still bears Noach’s name. 
However, as the Torah tells us here, Noach did everything he was told to do. He followed 
all the rules, so why is he not lauded and praised for his perfection? 

The Midrash (BR 17:4) relates that when HaShem consulted the angels before creating 
Man, they asked what the nature of Man would be. HaShem told them that Man’s wisdom 
would be greater than the angels’. To prove the point, HaShem brought animals before the 
angels and asked what their names were. The angels didn’t know. G-d then showed the 
animals to Adam and asked the same question.  

Adam said, “This is an ox, this is a donkey, a horse, a camel,” and so on. G-d asked him 
his own name and he said, “I should be called Adam because I came from the earth 
(adama.)” When asked to name G-d, he said, “You should be Ad-nai because you are the 
master (adon) of all Your creations.” Let’s think: the angels asked the nature of Man. Why 
respond with his wisdom and this (literal) dog and pony show? 

The reason is that Man surpasses the angels in his ability to adapt, understand, and delve 
more deeply. Angels do not sin. They do exactly what HaShem tells them to do, and they 
cannot do anything on their own. Not so Man. He must do more. 

Human beings are imbued with the ability to discern the nature of things, which is how 
Adam was able to name the animals by their inherent attributes. It was the use of this 
power in which Noach fell short. The commentaries on this posuk explain that the primary 
command Noach followed was to build the ark. He followed the instructions as to size, 
materials, and construction perfectly. And yet, he missed a crucial piece. 

As Rashi explains on the verse commanding him to build the ark (6:14), G-d has many ways 
to save people. Why did he trouble Noach to spend so much time building this massive 
ship when it would still be too small and would only protect the species of the world by 
miracle? Why? So that people would see him building it and would ask about it. Noach 
would tell them that G-d was going to bring a flood to destroy the world, and perhaps the 
people would repent. 

Yes, Noach followed the directions to a T, but he didn’t take that extra step to go beyond 
them to get people to repent, which was the ultimate underlying goal. We, too, often recite 
words of prayer or Torah but don’t try to get closer to HaShem or improve our connection to 
Him. We go through the motions of the mitzvos without joy and fail to realize their intent. 

Noach was a tzaddik, but he goes down in history as the man who could have done more 
– and didn’t. 

A man once came to the Beis HaLevi to ask a halachic question.  “Is one permitted to use milk for 
the arba kosos (four cups) on Pesach instead of wine?” 

R’ Soloveitchik asked if there was some medical reason the man could not drink wine.  As he 
questioned the man, it came out that he could not afford wine.  The Rov told him, “No, one may not 
use milk instead of wine,” and gave him a “loan” of twenty rubles for wine. 

The Beis HaLevi’s family questioned him after the fellow left.  “Wine doesn’t cost so much money.  
Why did you give him twenty rubles?!”  

“Didn’t you hear what he said?” asked the Rav.  “He asked if he could use milk.  Since we don’t mix 
meat and milk, that means he couldn’t afford meat for the Seder either! I merely gave him enough 
money for his true needs.” 
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Mazel Tov to  

Moshav Maxwell of 

Brooklyn, NY  

on your Bar Mitzvah!  

May you grow to be a continued 

source of Yiddishe nachas to 

yourself, your family, and 

HaShem. 

Go ahead, flood their 

inboxes! ☺ 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 


