
 

 

Eliezer realized that Rivka was not a simple woman, when 
he saw that the water miraculously rose up to  her. He felt 
that this was a sign from Hashem that she is fit to be the 
wife for Yitzchok. However, because he needed to check 
how she does chesed, he asked her to give him some 
water. The Ramban points out that, if you look at the 
wording in the pasuk (24:20) when she is drawing water 
for the camels, it says “she drew the water”. However, 
earlier in the psukim (24:17), when she is drawing water 
for herself, it says “and her jug was filled.” Because there 
was no mention of her drawing water (this is how we 
know that the water rose up to her).  

 

The Kedushas Levi asks why a miracle only happened to her 

when she was filling her own jug, but when she was drawing 

water for Eliezer and the camels she had to draw it all on her 

own? He answers that she was a tzadeikes and therefore 

deserved to have miracles happen for her. However, when she 

was doing chesed , Hashem wanted that she should receive all 

the reward for doing the chesed. Therefore, no miracle 

happened for her. We should we remember this insight the 

next time we undertake to do a chesed and it becomes difficult.  

We should remember that the challenge is there to make sure 

that we get the full reward for the chesed, not to deter us from 

completing the act.  

A + For Effort 

Avraham guarantees Eliezer that he 

will find a wife for Yitzchok (perek 

24 pasuk 7).  However in pasuk 12 

Eliezer implores Hashem to help 

him find a wife for Yitzchok. Why 

didn’t he just rely on the guarantee 

of Avraham. This can be compared 

to a person who receives a loan 

from a bank. The money is 

deposited into his account but he 

needs a way to access the money. 

The bank gives him a card to 

withdraw the money. Here too, 

although Avraham guaranteed 

Eliezer that he will find a wife for 

Yitzchok, Eliezer needed a way to 

withdraw that Bracha. Similarly, 

even if Hashem guarantees  us 

something, ultimately we cannot 

receive it without Teffillah. (Rav 

Elimelach Bidderman) 
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פרשת   חיי שרה    

Chain of Events 

After Akeidas Yitzchak, Avraham decides it is time to find a wife for Yitzchak. He 

calls on his trusted servant Eliezer to fulfill that mission. Upon hearing the news 

that Yitzchok is ready for marriage, Eliezer thinks his daughter would be a perfect 

match. When he makes this suggestion to Avraham he is turned away due to the 

fact that he comes from a cursed nation, while Yitzchok is from a blessed nation.  It 

wouldn’t be proper for a blessed nation to mix with a nation that is cursed.  Eliezer 

sets out on his mission with a heart filled with disappointment.  He arrives at the 

well and davens, that in the zechus of Avraham, he should find a wife for Yitzchok 

quickly. The first word of his Tefilah is “vayomer” and the trup on that word is a 

shalsheles. There are two other times in Bereshis where that trup is used. One, In 

last week’s parsha, when Lot fled S’dom, when Yosef Hatzadik turned away from 

the wife of Potiphar.  In all three instances the people involved were  faced with a 

difficult decision. Lot had to decide to flee S’dom and leave his fame and fortune 

behind. Eliezer had to disregard his personal agenda of his daughter marrying 

Yitzchok. Yosef Hatzadik has to turn away from a very challenging temptation. In all 

three cases each party ultimately makes the right decision. This is represented in 

the trup of shasheles which translates as “a chain”. Meaning, all three people 

grabbed on to the chain of our Avos and made the right decision.   



 When Avraham instructed Eliezer to find a wife for Yitzchak, he warned him to not get involved in a situation 

where Yitzchak would have to leave and go to her (24:6). Why is this such an important issue, that Avraham was 

even willing to compromise and take a daughter-in-law from Lot or Yishmael, as long as Yitzchak would not have to 

leave? Rav Moshe Feinstein takes out of this a very important point. We see here how important a person's 

surroundings are. Even for a person like Yitzchak, there was room for concern that he could be influenced by the 

atmosphere around him. We must always be concerned that we are in the right environment for us so that we are 

not affected by what is around us. (Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn ) 

 R’Yitzchok Zilber  used to say this story ever year the week of parshas Chayei Sarah. He would comment “we 
see that you can have two people that are going through the same situation and one person can only see the 
bad in it, while another person is able to see the great opportunity that is being sent his way”. This concept 
helped him resolve a difficulty that he had with the first Rashi in this week’s parsha. Rashi comments that all of 
the years of Sarah’s life were equally good. How could Rashi write this, if you take a quick look at her life you 
will see that it was full of difficult and painful events? R’ Yitzchok would say that if we would look at her life, WE 
would say it was all bad. However Sarah Imeinu looked at things differently, and she saw in all her challenges 
tremendous opportunities. She took every stumbling block and turned it into a stepping stone. 

 What Do You See ?  Part 1 

In Yeshivas Mir, there were two cooks who prepared the meals for all the bochurim and kollel members.  They 

both came from Russia, and they both were cooks in a University in Russia prior to coming to Yerushalayim. 

One day, a fellow walked by the kitchen and heard the cooks talking while peeling the potatoes. One cook was 

lamenting “my life is so pathetic, I left Russia to start a new life. Look at me now I am in the same dead-end life, 

I work hard and get paid nothing.” A moment later the other cook said, “Are you out of your mind. In Russia we 

had to peel potatoes for people who were studying general topics. Now we are so fortunate to prepare food 

for people who are studying Torah. This is such a wonderful opportunity, I would even do it for free.”  
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What Do You See ?  Part 2 

Good Company 


