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Staten Island Z’manim 

ועת לכל זמן  
 

 איש על דגלו )א:נב(
Every man at his banner (1:52) 

There were four leaders with flags: Yehuda, Reuven, Ephraim and Dan, and 
each one had two Shevatim [Tribes] joining with them. Rabbeinu Bachye notes 
that the middle Tribe in each encampment had the letters ל-א  at the end of the 
names of its Nasi: The Nasi of יששכר  was ל-נתנא , that of שמעון  was ל-שלומיא , that 
of מנשה  was ל-גמליא , and that of אשר  was ל-פגעיא . The Minchas Yitzchak adds to 
this that it is brought in the Yerushalmi that the Children of Israel traveled in the 
following formation: When they heard a Tekiah, the first flag traveled, with 
a Teruah, the second flag moved and then when they heard an 
additional Tekiah the last flag traveled. From here we see that all middle flags 
which had the name ל-א  traveled with the sound of a Teruah. The Kerem 
Chemed says that this is hinted at in the Posuk (Tehillim 89:16) י אשרי העם ידע
 Praise to the people who know the Teruah; Hashem in – תרועה ה' באור פניך יהלכון
the light of Your countenance they walk – those that travel with the Teruah were 
those with the name of Hashem in their names. (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

When Moshe and Aharon gathered the nation to count 

them, the people gathered with their proof of ancestry 

(1:18). The Sforno explains that it was necessary for Bnei 

Yisroel to do this because part of what enables each person 

to attain greatness is the merits he has from his fathers. To 

help them constantly remember their direct ancestors, the 

people took pride in their lineage and kept it documented. 

We should realize that even if we may feel that we do not 

deserve something that we receive, we are getting it 

because of our ancestors. At the same time we need to 

remember that we are setting the stage and support for our 

descendants who are relying on us. 
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                Candle Lighting: 8:09  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:34   Gra: 9:10 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:26 

Chatzos: 12:56       Sh'kiah: 8:27 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 9:18 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:40  

                                                 (some say 10:16) 
 
 

 
                 Next Week: Naso 
              Candle Lighting: 8:12 

There is immense power of a mother’s Tefilos at the time she lights the 

Shabbos candles. A powerful story is related by an outstanding Torah scholar 

who came from a family that had not been religious for generations. Asked how 

someone without a background in Torah studies could attain such heights in 

learning, the Talmid Chacham attributed his success in Torah to his 

grandmother. He said, “My grandmother wasn’t religious, but she always lit 

candles on Friday night before sundown and davened for the success of her 

children and grandchildren, remembering that her mother had done so. What 

kind of success did she have in mind? Well, her husband, my grandfather, 

worked for the Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion. He would come home every 

day praising his boss’s talents, skills, and brilliance. Impressed by these stories, 

my grandmother would daven every Friday night after lighting candles that her 

children and grandchildren should grow up to be like Prime Minister Ben-

Gurion. One day the prime minister met with the Chazon Ish in a well-

publicized meeting. After the meeting, Prime Minister Ben-Gurion called all of 

his staff together, including my grandfather, and told them how he had never met 

someone like the Chazon Ish, a man with such brilliance and deep perception. 

My grandfather came home that day, and as usual reported everything that Ben-

Gurion had said at the office. Upon hearing how Ben-Gurion said that he had 

never met such a man as the Chazon Ish, my grandmother said that if Prime 

Minister Ben-Gurion said that the Chazon Ish was a man like no other, she 

would start davening Friday night after candle lighting that her children and 

grandchildren should be like the Chazon Ish, and not like the Prime Minister! It 

appears that the awesome power of her Tefilos at the time of candle lighting 

made all the difference for me!” (L’ha’er, p. 20; HaMechanech, p. 200). 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 

 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 

If a Kohein or a Levi is called up for an Aliyah while he 

is in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei, he may not interrupt 

his Davening and go up for an Aliyah. Similarly, if he is 

about to start Shemoneh Esrei and he is in between the 

Brachah of Ga’al Yisroel and the beginning of Shemoneh 

Esrei, he may not go up. However, if the Kohein or Levi is 

called up while he is in the middle of the last paragraph of 

Shemoneh Esrei, Elokai Nitzor, he may interrupt and go up 

for his Aliyah. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:10) 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Middos       
Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein taught, that in the Gemara (Kiddushin 31a), 

Chazal relate the story of Dama ben Nesina, a goy in Ashkelon, who 

possessed jewels which were a perfect match for what was needed for the 

Eiphod, one of the holy articles of clothing worn by the Kohein Gadol. The 

Chachamim of Yerushalayim approached Dama and requested to purchase 

the jewels from him. They were prepared to offer an exorbitant amount of 

money to acquire these jewels. However, the key to Dama’s safe deposit box 

was beneath the pillow upon which his father was sleeping. He was not 

willing to wake his father, regardless of how much money he risked losing. 

The Sages left reluctantly to search for another source for these jewels. One 

year later, Dama ben Nesina was rewarded for the respect he accorded his 

father, with the birth of a Parah Adumah in his herd of cattle. Indeed, Dama 

understood that this was a reward, for the time when the sages approached 

him to purchase the jewels. He said, “I know that if I would charge you an 

exorbitant price, you would agree to pay it. All I ask is the amount of money I 

lost last year when I had to forego the sale of the jewels out of respect for my 

father.” The commentators wonder, why did Hashem reward him with a 

Parah Adumah? Certainly, there must have been other ways to enrich this goy 

who was so meticulous in his observance of Kibbud Av V’Eim. They explain 

that Hashem wanted to teach us a critical lesson concerning the Mitzvah of 

honoring one’s parents. Just as Parah Adumah is one of those Mitzvos that are 

under the category of Chukim, Divine decrees, Mitzvos that seemingly have 

no human rationale, so too is Kibbud Av V’Eim such a Mitzvah. While it may 

seem to have its roots in the Middah of Ka’karas Ha’tov, it does not. We are 

to observe it for the same reason that we observe Parah Adumah, as a Chok, a 

Mitzvah that we do not understand the rationale behind it. 
 

Once, the Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Torah Ohr, Rav Chaim 

Pinchos Scheinberg, zt”l, was traveling and lodged at the home of a 

prior student of his from many years previously, in Baltimore. The 

Talmid was extremely attentive to the Rosh Yeshivah’s every need 

and made him feel as comfortable as he possibly could. At the time 

of Rav Scheinberg’s visit, a former associate of this student, was 

also visiting Baltimore from his hometown in Los Angeles, together 

with his wife and two children. This associate was a man who was 

just starting to become Frum, and had already begun to make 

serious headway in his observance of Torah and Mitzvos, and to lead 

the lifestyle of a religious Jew. Since they were staying nearby, the 

associate called his friend to see if they could get together. The 

Talmid from Baltimore told him that he was presently hosting one of 

the leading Rabbis in all of Israel, and he was welcome to come over 

to meet the Torah giant. He said, “Bring your wife and children as 

well, so that they all can receive blessings from the Rabbi.” The 

student reasoned that his home was already constantly filled with 

people- men, women and children, coming in and out all day long, 

eager to receive a blessing from Rav Chaim Pinchos Scheinberg, 

why couldn’t these people come as well? When the family arrived, 

the host immediately escorted them into a side room, which led into 

the dining room where Rav Scheinberg was sitting. Awed by the 

sight of the elderly Rabbi, the couple stood back and watched in 

reverence as he greeted each visitor with a smile and tremendous 

warmth. This young family had never seen such a holy looking man, 

and they truly could not take their eyes off of him. Suddenly, their 

7-year-old son, Craig, broke free of his parents, and ran right up to 

Rav Scheinberg. He exclaimed, “They promised me that there was 

going to be only one Rabbi here, and there are so many of them!” 

Horrified, Craig’s parents quickly ran to get their son. They 

admonished him quietly for his impatience, and told him that he 

must be extremely respectful in front of the Rabbi. Craig quieted 

down, but it was not long before the little troublemaker was up to a 

new antic. At a lull between visitors, young Craig ran up to Rav 

Scheinberg once more and without the slightest hint of nervousness, 

he introduced himself. “Hi! My name is Craig. What’s your name?” 

Craig’s parents gasped in embarrassment. Mortified at their child’s 

disrespect, they were prepared to grab him away once more, but the 

elderly Rosh Yeshivah indicated that he was not at all upset with the 

boy’s behavior. He took the child’s hand and pulled the young man 

closer to him to answer his question. “My name is Chaim Pinchos,” 

he said softly. “How are you?” And just like that, the elderly 

Tzaddik conducted a down-to-earth conversation with a young boy 

from a non-religious background, as if the two of them were 

longtime friends. The conversation lasted for a few minutes and 

Craig returned to his family with a huge smile on his face. After his 

conversation with their son, the Rosh Yeshivah turned to the parents 

and said, “There is no such thing as a bad question. If your child 

asks a question, then feel blessed that he is asking you questions. 

That is a sign of a healthy child, who has a healthy relationship with 

his parents. He is looking to grow, and that is a tremendous blessing. 

The moment that he stops asking questions, that is when you know 

that you are in trouble, as he now feels a disconnect with the people 

he should trust most.” Rav Scheinberg taught them a valuable lesson 

in parenting, which helped them as they gained a step closer in 

becoming a completely religious family! 
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 בס"ד

In the Tefilah of Ahavah Rabbah before Krias Shema, we say, 

“V’havieynu L’shalom Mei’arbah Kanfos Ha’aretz, V’soliychaynu 

Komemiyus L’artzaynu”, where we ask Hashem to bring us in peace 

from the four corners of the earth and lead us with upright pride to our 

land. The Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (17:7) writes that when we recite 

this, one should gather the four Tzitzis from the four corners of the 

Tallis in his left hand between the 4th and 5th fingers, and hold the 

Tzitzis close to his heart. As we Daven that Hashem bring us to peace 

from the four corners of the earth, we take our four cornered garment, 

the Tzitzis, and bring them together towards our hearts, the place of 

personal peace. The Vilna Gaon explains that peace and unity is 

established when we are not concerned with our own desires, rather 

we focus on Hashem’s decrees and desires. When all the nations of 

the world will eventually devote themselves to what Hashem truly 

wants and not what each nation or individual wants, Shalom, peace on 

earth will be achieved. 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
All his life, Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, was a man of peace. When asked the 

question of why he thought he merited living such a long life, he answered, 

“My whole life I never caused another person pain.”  And it was true.       

He was universally loved by Jews of all types and from all over the 

world. He would say that it is not enough to learn Torah, but one must 

learn Toras Shalom, the Torah of Peace, and he would quote the Rambam 

that the whole Torah was given to promote peace, as the Pasuk says. 

“Diracheha Darchei Noam, V’chol Nesivoseha Shalom”, “The Torah’s 

ways are ways of sweetness, and all the Torah’s paths are paths of peace.” 

 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 
       L’Maaseh 

                 A Tale to Remember 


