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Vayigash 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צמיכאל ז מ�נחב� רב  שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

ImImImImpppportant:ortant:ortant:ortant:    Although the power 
of Tzaddikim and Torah can indeed 
change nature and many people 
have merited yeshu’os by learning 
the works of the Zera Shimshon, 
one must be aware that not every 
time can a Segula change the course 
of one’s fate. One must realize that 
ultimately, whatever Hashem 
decides is the very best for you !! 
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s younger brother's rebuke, left them unable to respond to him, 

what will we have to respond to Hashem when He judges us for our 

 

The Zera Shimshon asks - what great lesson did Abba Kohen 

see in Yosef HaTzaddik's rebuke, that seemingly, he gained great insight into

what it will look like when Hashem Himself judges us? Were it not for this 

would Abba Kohen Bardela not have realized the severity of what it 

means to be judged by Hashem Himself? 

The Zera Shimshon explains that immediately 

himself to his brothers, they recognized him 

embarrassment they felt was from the fact that although they had spent 

time with Yosef HaTzaddik, speaking to him, eating with him etc. they heard 

his voice and saw his mannerism, still, not once, 

 that this was their brother, Yosef HaTzaddik
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was so clear to them that he was indeed Yosef HaTzaddik 

is is why they were so embarrassed - that such a seemingly clear 

thing was totally and utterly obscured from them the entire time
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n this, explains the Zera Shimshon, Abba Kohen Bardela saw a 

tremendous analogy to how the judgment that Hashem will pass upon us 

l also look. 
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rebukes us for our actions, everything will become 
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't even cause us the slightest suspicion when we did it?!
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