
MISJUDGING HASHEM
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
The Talmud Yerushalmi says that in the future, 
Hashem will console each Jew for his suffering, and 
show him its purpose. Some people feel that they 
have been treated unfairly and hold grudges against 
Hashem. We may not judge. But sometimes, such a 
person merits to see how he was wrong.
Flying  to Israel for Yom Kippur, Mr. Goldstein made 
small talk with the older man next to him, named 
Morris Schechter, and invited him for Shabbos. "I 
don't keep Shabbos," said Schechter.  He rolled up his 
sleeve to show the numbers on his arm. "I am done 
with Judaism. I had one son, and the Nazis took him 
away.  Let me tell you, I will never keep Shabbos or 
put on tefillin again. I have given up on G-d."
On Yom Kippur, when Goldstein’s shul reached 
Yizkor, he stepped out for a walk as is customary 
and was shocked to find Schechter sitting on a bench 
eating a sandwich. “Today is Yom Kippur!” he said.
“Didn't I tell you I want nothing to do with that?” 
Shechter snapped. “I will never forgive G-d."
"In shul they're up to Yizkor,” Goldstein said. “Why 
don't you say a prayer not for you, but for your son?"
Everyone noticed the two walk in. Shechter 
approached the bimah, and the chazzan asked for the 
name of the departed. "Yaakov ben Moshe," he said.
The chazzan froze. "What is your last name?"
"Schechter," Morris said, puzzled.
There was silence. Through tears, the chazzan looked 
into Schechter’s eyes and cried, "Tatte!”
In this world, we don't always see a happy ending. 
But one day, G-d will show us how everything, even 
the unthinkable, was good.  

MORAL GREATNESS
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

By the end of makkas choshech, the Jewish people had proven their moral 
worth in the most brilliant manner: for three days, their oppressors, blinded 
and frozen in place by darkness, had been at their mercy. For three days all 
the possessions of the Egyptians had lain unprotected in their homes. But no 
Jew took advantage of this chance for revenge, no Jew touched an Egyptian 
or even his possessions.

When the Egyptians’ sight was restored and they found all their possessions 
intact where they had left them, G-d caused them to comprehend the 
greatness of the Jewish people. It was this realization that finally overcame 
the hatred they had felt for the Hebrews. And more than any miracle, the 
moral greatness of his people earned Moshe much respect in the eyes of the 
Egyptians.

Thus, at the very moment that Moshe stood before Pharaoh being 

We ask Hashem to make the Torah sweet in our mouths. Torah is 
naturally sweet, as it says in Tehillim, "sweeter than honey and 
honeycombs." Why must we ask Him to make the Torah sweet for 
us if it is already sweet?
The answer is that chocolate is sweet too, but if you eat it right 
after you eat an onion, it will not taste so good. We ask Hashem 
to help us avoid doing, seeing and thinking the things which will 
make the Torah seem not so sweet.  

Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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threatened with death, the people were already 

preparing for their departure. Together, he 

and they had won a great moral victory over 

their oppressors. In acknowledging klal 

Yisrael’s greatness, the former enslavers felt 

compelled to be generous. The Egyptians’ 

response teaches us the spiritual significance of 

Hashem’s promise to Avraham: “V’acharei chein 

yeitzu b’rechush gadol.”

When we left Egypt, we left with not only 

material wealth, but with spiritual treasures. 

On Pesach, we celebrate the Yom Tov that 

marks the building up of the Jewish home, a 

building that is continually renewed on the 

basis of yetzias Mitzrayim. Every year, we carry 

out the mitzvah of vehigadeta l’vincha. Here, 

regarding this mitzvah, the Torah delineates the 

goals and purposes of Jewish education.

It is not through unthinking habit, nor mere 

preaching, that our children should be led to 

faithfully observe the Torah's commandments. 

Those methods will not be enough. Rather, we 

must show them through our own enthusiastic 

example. At the same time, we must awaken 

their hearts and minds by explaining to them 

what we are doing, so that they learn to practice 

the mitzvos with intelligence and awareness, 

with excitement and interest in the task of 

Judaism. 

MEZUZAH: OUR HOME SECURITY
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

The Rambam tells us how careful with a person must be with the mitzvah of 
mezuzah. Whenever we go in or out of our home, the mezuzah reminds us of 
Hashem Echad and love for Him. It should make us realize the foolishness of 
wasting our time with trivialities. Chazal tell us that whoever has tefillin on 
his head, tzitzis on his garments, and a mezuzah in his doorway is assured of 
not sinning, for these reminders are like malachim with which Hashem has 
surrounded us to save us from sin.

Onkelos was a nephew of a Roman emperor. He converted to Judaism, enraging 
his uncle, who sent troops one after another to Eretz Yisrael to arrest his 
wayward nephew and bring him back to Rome. When the first group arrived, 
Onkelos began a discussion about Judaism, and they all decided to convert. The 
emperor sent a second group and commanded them not to discuss religion with 
him. Onkelos began a seemingly neutral conversation, but eventually it turned 
to Yiddishkeit, and the second group of soldiers converted as well.

The emperor commanded the third troop not to talk with him about anything 
at all. But as they were leading him out of his home, Onkelos put his hand on the 
mezuzah and smiled. “Why are you smiling?” the soldiers asked.

“A king of flesh and blood sits inside the house, and his servants guard him from 
outside,” Onkelos said. “But the servants of Hakadosh Baruch Hu sit inside, and 
He guards them from without."

These soldiers, too, were drawn into discussion, converted, and never returned 
to Rome.

The mezuzah is indeed a safeguard for those who fulfill the mitzvah, but only 
if their intention is for the sake of the mitzvah, not for the ulterior motive 
of protection. In our times, the outside world is a place of confusion and 
indulgence. But when a Jew steps over the threshold of his home, he has a 
constant reminder that his presence in this world has meaning, that life is 
precious, and that the Creator loves him and watches over him. Mezuzah is a 
mitzvah easily performed out of sheer habit, but if we give it just a little thought 
each time, it has the power to alter our lives and our entire relationship with our 
Creator. 

MIRACLE MIGRATION

How do generations of butterflies find their way home?

The monarch butterfly migrates from central Mexico to the northeastern United States or 
southern Canada. The butterflies that leave Mexico lay eggs along the way and die. Their lifespans 
are only one month long, too short to finish the trip. Instead, their offspring continue the journey. 
This process is repeated a few times.

The last group, however, has a life span of nine months, and returns back to the original home in 
Mexico, often to the exact same tree that its ancestors left. 

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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