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T he mitzvah ofparah adumahis
called ä÷åç, as it says,ú÷åç úàæ

äøåúä, because we don’t know the
reason for this mitzvah. Rashi
writes, "The Satan and the nations of
the world tease the Jewish nation.
They ask, 'What is this mitzvah?
What is its purpose?' The Torah
therefore calls it ä÷åç. 'It is My
decree and you don’t have

permission to question it.'"TorahWellsprings- Chukas

We don’t know why Hashem
commanded us theparah adumah,
but we keep it anyway with love
because it is Hashem's will. We
don’t keep the mitzvos because we
understand why the mitzvos are
good for us, but because we are
loyal to Hashem's command. This
approach to keeping mitzvos is

called temimus.

We are permitted – and even urged
– to try to understand the rationale
behind the mitzvos, to the best of

our abilities but there are times
when we don’t understand the
purpose. (And even when we do
know one reason for a mitzvah, we
must know that there are countless
other reasons that we don’t know.)
Although we don’t know why
Hashem commanded us those
mitzvos, we follow all of His

decrees withtemimus.

The parah adumah purifies from
great tumah. Indeed, this attitude of
accepting Hashem's laws with
temimusbecause we trust and love
Hashem, purifies us from all sins.1111

Included in our discussion is also to
embrace everything that happens to
us in life with temimus. Things
happen to us that we don’t
understand. We don’t understand
why there is pain and hardships. But
we have temimus and we believe
that Hashem is leading us in the best
way, and therefore we embrace

every situation with love.

1. The Torah says, לאמר  ד' צוה  אשר התורה  חקת .זאת Why does the Torah say חקת 

,התורה and not הפרה ,חקת or הטהרה ?חקת These pesukim are speaking about
parah adumah, not about the entire Torah.
The Or HaChaim answers, "It says התורה חקת to hint that if Yidden will keep this
mitzvah, although it is a חוק and we don’t know the reason, it is considered as
though they kept the entire Torah לאמר  ד' צוה  אשר 'that Hashem commanded.'
Because keeping a mitzvah without [knowing the] reason shows man's emunah,
and his desire to keep all of the Creator's mitzvos…
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Consider parents who bring their
young child to a dentist. The child
doesn't suspect that his parents want
to harm him. He doesn’t know why
the dentist's painful treatments are
important for him, but he knows that
he is young, and that his parents
know more than him, so he relies on
them. Similarlytemimusis the result
of recognizing Hashem's greatness
and kindness, and that He knows so
much more than we do. Therefore
we rely on Him, and trust that He is
leading us in the best way possible,
even if we don’t understand why.

The Torah says,êé÷ìà 'ã íò äéäú íéîú
(Devarim 18:13). Rashi writes, "Go

with Hashem withtemimusand trust
in Him… Whatever happens, accept
it with temimus, and then you will

be with Him and His portion."2222

Later in the parashah Rashi writes
that the purpose of theparah
adumah is to atone for theeigel
(the Golden Calf). Rashi writes, "It
can be compared to a maid's baby
who dirtied the king's palace. People
said, 'Let the mother come and clean
up the child's excretions.' Similarly,
the parah (which is a three-year-old
[adult] red heifer) should come and
atone for the eigel (the young

golden calf)."

2. The literal translation of temimus is complete, or perfect. When the Torah says,
תמימה אדומה ,פרה this means a perfectly red cow. Rashi writes, "It must be

entirely red … if it has two black hairs, it is passul." However, if the red calf has
one black hair, it is still considered ,תמימה perfectly red.
Tzaddikim said regarding emunah that even a small defect is too much. The Torah
tells us אלקיך  ד' עם תהיה ,תמים and this temimus must be complete. Every single hair
of one's being must be submerged in perfect belief in Hashem. Not even one hair
can be missing.
A certain tzaddik wanted to spend a Shabbos together with Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin
zt'l, but Rebbe Moshe Kobriner didn’t want to. He explained, "Shabbos is a day of
peace, but there is a division between us. When people come to me with a
problem, I encourage them to believe in Hashem, to trust that everything is for
their good. With emunah they can find solutions to their problems. Now, when
people come to you and tell you their problems, you offer them counsel (עצה ) from
your intelligence .(שכל ) But שכל always changes and isn't reliable…"
The tzaddik agreed and said, "I should be as healthy as you are correct." They
spoke together for a long time, and since then, they became very close.
The Baal Shem Tov zt'l translated: מסובלים אלופינו  (Tehillim 144) that when one
believes in the Alufo shel Olam (Hashem) he is able to סובל (bear) all types of
hardships, because he knows that everything is from Above.
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This seems like a contradiction,
because in the beginning of the
parashah Rashi elaborated that
parah adumah is a chukah, a
mitzvah that we don’t know the
reason for it, and now Rashi is
telling us that it atones for theeigel

– so there is a reason.

Rebbe Yitzchak of Vorke zt'l
answered that it isn't a
contradiction at all. Theeigel was
avodah zorah, a display of a lack

of emunah. The teshuvah, therefore,
is to increase emunah. 3333 Keeping
the laws of parah adumah is a
demonstration ofemunah, because
we don’t know the reason for
parah adumah, and yet we keep it
with temimus and emunah. And
since it expressesemunah, it can
atone for theeigel, which was done

when we lackedemunah.

So it isn't a contradiction. We keep
parah adumahwithout knowing the

3. By kriyas Yam Suf, the nation perceived great revelations; they reached the
level of the prophets. Chazal say, "A maidservant at the sea saw more than

the Navi Chizkiyahu…" However, the Rebbe of Kotzk said, this wasn't the greatest
achievement. עבדו ובמשה בד' ,ויאמינו the ultimate greatness was when their level of
emunah became clearer (due to the miracles that they saw) because the greatest
level and achievement is improvement in emunah. It is greater than prophecy or
any other spiritual heights.
The Gemara says that in the heavenly court, people will be asked ו באמונהנשאת נתת ,
"Did you deal in business honestly?" This question will be asked to everyone –
even to those who aren't involved in business. But why should people who aren't
involved in business be asked this question?
The answer is, באמונה ונתת נשאת can also mean, "Did you develop your emunah?
Did you continually improve your level of belief in Hashem?"
In a letter, the Yesod HaAvodah (Slonim) zt'l writes, "Emunah sheleimah (perfect
emunah) is ruach hakadosh."
Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin zt'l taught that if you focus on emunah, and remember
that everything is from Hashem, all problems disappear. He explains that גולה and
גאולה are almost the same word. The difference is the .א  When you remember the
,א  who is Hashem, the גולה (exile/suffering) becomes ,גאולה and you are saved from
your problems.
Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin taught that when one goes into business, he must keep
in mind that everything is from Hashem. The merchandise he decided to buy, the
price they agreed on, the merchandise he chooses to sell, all of these were part
of Hashem's decision and plan. With such emunah, Rebbe Moshe of Kobrin
guarantees, he will succeed in his business dealings.
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reason, because we haveemunah,
and this atones for theeigel.

What is the procedure ofparah
adumah? The animal is burned and
some of its ashes are mixed withíéî
íééç, spring water. This mixture is
sprinkled on an impure, tamei,

person and it purifies him.

Ashes represent bitul, totally

negated. Because purity is when the
ego is negated and he knows that
everything is from Hashem.
The íééç íéî is drawn from a well that
was never used by any human
before. This will remind us that it
isn't man that does things.
Everything is from Hashem.
Remembering this is the greatest

purity.4444

4. In Pirkei Avos we say אני  מה לעצמי וכשאני לי מי לי אני אין .אם  We can explain this
Mishnah in the following way:

לי  אני אין אם  refers to those wise people who know that they can't do anything
without Hashem. They proclaim, לי  אני אין ,אם "It isn't me. I can't do anything
without Hashem."
לעצמי  וכשאני alludes to the people who think that they can manage on their own.
לי  מי means, "Who am I?"
אני  מה means, "What am I?"
In reference to human being, one asks, "Who is it?" In reference to animals, one
asks, "What is it?"
The Mishnah is telling us that when one knows that everything is from Hashem,
he is a human being. He is a person on whom people will ask, "Who is it?"
When one thinks that he does things on his own, אני  ,מה people will ask, "What is
it?" as one speaks about animals. He is on the level of animals, who haven’t yet
recognized Hashem.
However, we must know that acquiring emunah isn't a task that is accomplished
in a day. Gradually, and daily, one needs to increase and improve his level
of emunah.
Parents took their child to an orthodontist. The orthodontist said, "You will need to
wear braces for a year, and then your teeth will be aligned and straightened out."
The child replied, "I don’t have patience for this long-term remedy. Why don’t you
just tighten the braces some more, so they will straighten out my teeth in a day?"
The orthodontist replied, "If I would do that, you won't have any teeth left. They
will all fall out. The only way to do this is gradually."
The same is with emunah. The way for emunah to grow is step by step.
After a month of wearing the braces, the child may ask, "Why do I need to wear
these braces? A month passed and I don’t see any improvement."
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TemimusTemimusTemimusTemimus withwithwithwith thethethethe MitzvosMitzvosMitzvosMitzvos

When we say theketores (by the
korbanos) we say äá ïúåð äéä åìéà
éðôá ãåîòì ìåëé íãà ïéà ùáã ìù áåèø÷
äøåúäù éðôî ?ùáã äá ïéáøòî ïéà äîìå äçéø
åðîî åøéè÷ú àì ùáã ìëå øåàù ìë éë äøîà
'ãì éùà, "If some honey was added
to the ketores, [the scent would be
so wonderful] people wouldn’t be
able to stand up because of the
smell. So why don’t we add
honey? It is because the Torah
says 'Do not sacrifice sourdough

and honey to Hashem.'"

A question is asked: Why are these
words in question and answer
form? It could have simply stated,
"We can't add honey, because the

Torah says…"

When the Gemara writes the laws of
Shabbos, it doesn’t say, "Why don't
we light fire on Shabbos? Because
the Torah says 'don’t ignite fire on
Shabbos.'' Most of the Gemara and
Mishnayos aren't written in this
manner? Why is this statement
referring toketoresdifferent?

The answer is, common sense
dictates that we should add honey
into the ketores. The ketoreshas a
wonderful scent, and with a drop of
honey it would be absolutely
heavenly. So why shouldn’t we add
some honey? Doesn’t it seem like a
good idea? The answer is, the Torah
doesn’t permit it. This teaches us a
lesson in temimus. We don’t keep
the mitzvos when it makes sense to
us, and we don’t add onto the
mitzvos when our common sense
tells that if we add a detail it will be
better. We keep the Torah with
temimus, according to the laws and
guidelines that the Creator set for us.

Our opinion is irrelevant.

A mashal is told of an alchoholic
who was drinking ninety-six percent
vodka. His friends hadrachmanus
on him so they said, "Why are you
an alcoholic? You are ruining your
shalom bayis. All your friends are
leaving you. You are destroying
your health. Why don’t you stop?"
The man was still holding the bottle
in his hand when he answered, "You

The orthodontist will answer, "Your teeth are improving all the time, only it isn't
noticeable yet. Keep wearing the braces, and after a year is up, you will see just
how much the braces helped you."
The same is with acquiring emunah and all aspects of avodas Hashem. The
improvement is gradual and slow and barely noticeable. But if we will keep it up,
we will see with time that we've indeed made significant strides in attaining
emunah, middos improvement, and any other area of avodas Hashem that one
seeks to improve in.
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are right. There are ninety-six good
reasons to stop drinking. But this
ninety-six drink has ataam (taste)
that overrides all your ninety-six

taamim (reasons).

When keeping the Torah, there may
be ninety-six reasons and
explanations as to why we should
do things differently. Our common
sense may advise us to do
differently. But we accept with
temimus what Hashem tells us to
do. We follow His will and
reasoning over human logic and all

other considerations.

When watches and clocks were first
invented, a villager traveled to the
neighboring city and returned with a
clock. He showed it to the villagers,
and they were all very impressed.

One of the villagers was jealous; he
also wanted a clock, and he began to
save up for it. His family rebuked
him, "Why do you want a clock for?
You will only be causing yourself
trouble. You will be obligated to live
by the clock. Let's say you are
hungry, but the clock says it isn't
noon yet, and then you won't be able
to eat lunch. If you are very tired,
and the clock will say that it is still
too early, you won't be able to go to
sleep. What do you need it for?
Forget about buying a clock."
The man agreed. He won't be a fool.

He quickly went to his friend and
said, "I feel so bad for you, because
you bought the clock. I'm certain
your life has become so much harder
because of it. Now you can't eat
when you want to, sleep when you
want… You are bound by the
dictates of the clock. I truly pity

you."

The man replied, "I thought about
this problem myself, but I found a
solution. If I'm hungry, and it isn't
yet noon, I just move the hands of
the clock to 12:00 and then I am
able to eat. And if I'm tired, and
it isn't yet 10:00 P.M., I will move
the clock to 10:00 and I can go

to sleep…"

This is how it appears when people
try to adjust the Torah to their needs.
They change things here and there to
fit their schedule and desires. But we
embrace the Torah as it was taught
to us, and do not change itchalilah,

to fit our personal needs.

מריבה מריבה מריבה מריבה  מימימימי

This week'sparashahalso tells the
story of äáéøî éî, when the nation
complained that they wanted water.
Hashem told Moshe, "Take the staff,
gather the nation… and speak to the
stone… It will give water… " (20:7).
But Moshe erred and was banned

from entering Eretz Yisrael.
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What was Moshe's error? There are
many opinions in theRishonim. 5555

Rashi teaches that his sin was that
he hit the rock, and he didn’t speak
to it. Rashi writes, "[Hashem said] if
you would have spoken to the stone
and brought forth water, I would be
sanctified before the eyes of the
nation. They would say, 'If a stone
that doesn’t speak and doesn’t hear
and doesn’t needparnassahfollows
Hashem's command,kal vechomer

we should.'"

Another explanation is that his error
was when he rebuked the nation and
insulted them, because he said,åòîù
íéøåîä àð, listen rebellious ones."6666 As
the Or HaChaim writes, "Hashem's
hakpadah (complaint) was that
Moshe said to the children of the
living G-d íéøåîä, and it isn't proper
for a chossidto disgrace and belittle
the children of Avraham Yitzchak

and Yaakov."

The Bas Ayin says that both
commentaries are correct and the
same. Moshe at first disgraced the
nation when he saidíéøåîä àð åòîù.
After this, Moshe was supposed to

speak to the stone. But after
disgracing the nation, Moshe
thought that his words wouldn’t be
effective anymore, so Moshe hit the

stone instead.

What was his error? The Bas Ayin
explains that he underestimated the
strength of teshuvah. After saying
improper words to the nation, Moshe
regretted his words and repented.
Yet, he still believed that he lost the
power of speech. Moshe should have
known that after doingteshuvah, he
could once again perform wonders
with his words. If he would have
spoken to the stone, it would have

given forth water.

The second Beis HaMikdash was
destroyed because ofsinas chinam
and lashon hara. The Midrash says
that if Moshe Rabbeinu would have
spoken to the stone, the Beis
HaMikdash would never have been
destroyed.
Apparently, if Moshe would have
spoken to the stone, the nation
wouldn’t ever commit the sins of
sinas chinamand lashon hara. How

is that?

5. The Divrei Chaim of Tzanz zy'a said, "Halavei that by my petirah, I should have
intentions similar as Moshe Rabbeinu had when he hit the stone." He said this,

so we should know that even Moshe Rabbeinu's lowest moments were far greater
than we can imagine. Yet, the Torah tells us this episode so we can learn the
lessons that are relevant for us.
6. המורים also means foolish people, see Rashi (20:10).
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The Chasam Sofer zt'l says that
people speaklashon hara, because
they think that words don’t do any
harm. If Moshe would have spoken
to the stone and brought forth
water, it would have taught the
nation the power of speech. It
would have showed the nation that
words aren't as dull and ineffective
as they thought. This would teach
them the severity oflashon hara.
But because he smote the stone this
lesson was lost. Therefore, if Moshe
would have spoken to the stone, the
Beis HaMikdash would have never

been destroyed.7777

Reb Moshe Benzelovitz zt'l was a
chassid of the Imrei Emes of Gur
zt"l. Once, Reb Moshe Benzelovitz
had an extremely painful
toothache. He kept crossing the
street over and over again in an
attempt to keep his mind off the
pain.. The Imrei Emes summoned
him, and Reb Moshe being a loyal
chassid, went immediately despite
his pain. The rebbe said, "I heard
that you have toothaches. It is
because you speaklashon hara. If
you will stop slandering Yidden,

the pain will go away."

Reb Moshe Benzelovitz said that

from that moment on [for the rest of
his life] he never spokelashon hara
and the pain left him. One night he
spokeavak lashon haraand he was
in excruciating pain the entire night.
He made anotherkabalah never to
speak lashon hara, and since then

the pain never returned.

If you want to receive an inkling of
the potential evil thatlashon hara
can cause, consider the following
true story:
A boy and girl were engaged to be
married. They were both getting
older and their families rejoiced that
they finally found their bashert. A
relative of the kalah knew the
chassanfrom yeshiva. When he met
with the kalah, he said to her
incredulously, "You waited all these
years for him?!" and he told her

some lashon hara.

His words went straight to her heart,
and she broke the engagement.

The chasan fell into a depression.
He was hoping to settle down, to
build a family; his spirits were so
high, and they were shot down so
suddenly because oflashon hara. I
met him; he is over forty now and
spends his time drinking and never
married, he knows how to learn, but

7. The Avodas Yisrael zt'l explains the passuk (19:15) צמיד  אין אשר פתוח  כלי וכל 

הוא  טמא עליו ,פתיל that if one's mouth is open, and he doesn’t seal it shut, he
is tamei.
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he is very broken. It is pathetic –
and it is all because oflashon hara.

Chazal say that when one chooses a
spouse (and likewise, when one buys
something) people should praise him
for his choice. What good can come
from insulting him for what he
chose? But this relative wasn't
careful with his words; he spoke
lashon haraabout thechasanto the
kalah, and ruined ashidduchand a

person's life and future.

The Chofetz Chaim said: When one
goes to a doctor, the doctor often
says, "Stick out your tongue," so the
doctor can see the source of one's
illness. The same is with spiritual
illnesses, the Chofetz Chaim
explained. The tongue (whether it
speaks lashon hara and forbidden
words or not) determines the

spiritual level of the person.

Hashem'sHashem'sHashem'sHashem's ModeModeModeMode ofofofof CommunicationCommunicationCommunicationCommunication

Hashem told Eliyahu HaNavi, "Go
to Tzarfata in Tzidon and live there.
êìëìëì äðîìà äùà íù éúéåö äðä - Behold
I commended for a widow that lives
there to support you…" (I

Malachim 17:9).

The Chofetz Chaim asks: this
widowed woman wasn't a
prophetess. How did Hashem
command her to support Eliyahu?
How did she receive the message?

The Chofetz Chaim answers that

Hashem has means of
communication that humans don’t
have. Humans communicate with
speech or by sending a letter, but
Hashem can reveal His will by
sending a thought or desire into a
person's heart. This is a form of
communication. The person often
doesn’t know that Hashem planted
the thought there, but it was Hashem
speaking to him. Through this
manner, Hashem commanded the
widow to support Eliyahu. (Shem

Olam, Shaar Shmiras Shabbos3)

Based on this idea, Rebbe Bunim of
Peshischa zy'a explained thepassuk,
íå÷ú àéä 'ä úöòå ùéà áìá úåáùçî úåáø
(Mishlei 19:21). Rebbe Bunim of
Peshischa said,'ä úöò, Hashem's
plan, íå÷ú àéä, will always transpire,
ùéà áìá úåáùçî úåáø, via the many

thoughts that are in man's heart.

Shim'i ben Geira cursed Dovid
HaMelech. Avishai ben Tzeruyah
said to Dovid HaMelech, "Why
should [we allow] this dead dog to
curse my master, the king? I will

chop off his head!"

Dovid replied, "Why should it make
a difference to me or to you if he
curses.If Hashem told him to curse,
who can ask him, 'Why are you

doing so?'" (II Shmuel16: 9-10).

The Tanya asks, "When did Hashem
tell Shim'i to curse Dovid? [The
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answer is] the thought that came into
Shimi's mind and heart to curse
came from Hashem" (Igeres

HaKadosh25).8888

Yosef was hated by his brothers.
The Midrash (84:18) however states
that they weren't entirely guilty for
their hatred, because Hashem
planted it into their hearts. As the
Midrash says, "When You wanted,
You put love in their hearts, and
when You wanted, You put hatred

into their hearts…"9999

Reb Dovid Budnik zt'l was called
'The Saraf of Novarduk.' (Saraf
means burning. Reb Dovid was
called by this name because his
thoughts were always aflame and
passionate, as he thought about
Hashem and His service.) Once, Reb
Dovid was in the forest near
Mezritch, focusing on mussar
thoughts, when a large frightening

dog came charging towards him. The
dog bit him and Reb Dovid fainted.
Other students of Novarduk who
were in the forest revived him. They
asked, "Why were you so afraid?
Did you learn in Novarduk to be
afraid of a barking dog?"
"I wasn’t afraid of the dog," Reb
Dovid said. "I realized that the dog
was simply fulfilling Hashem's
decree. Hashemkeviyachol told the
dog, 'go bite Dovid ben Chayah,' and
the dog was only fulfilling its

mission.

"So why did I faint? When I saw the
fire burning in the dog's eyes and
when I felt the heat of the dog's
breath as it bit me, I perceived the
degree of fiery passion a creature
can have when doing Hashem's will.
I said to myself,Dovid, did you ever
say kriyas Shmawith such fervor?
Did you ever weartefillin with this

8. The Tanya writes, "Chazal say, 'Whoever becomes angry, it is as though he
worshiped idols.' This is understood to the wise, because when one is angry,

it means that he lost his emunah. If he would believe that whatever occurred was
from Hashem, he wouldn’t become angry."
The Tanya explains, "Although a man with Free Choice cursed him, hit him, or
caused him a financial loss… nevertheless, the damage was predestined, and
Hashem has many messengers…"
9. The commentaries explain that the brothers had Free Will. If they wanted, they

could have realized that these feelings of hatred were wrong and they could
have overcome their hatred. Nevertheless, the test was great because the hatred
they had was sent to them from Above.
The Midrash therefore brings the passuk, מדרכיך  ד' תתענו  ,למה "Why did You make
us stray from Your way?' (Yeshayah 63:17)."
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level of hislahavus? I fainted from
shame and embarrassment."

The dog, however, didn’t frighten
him, because Reb Dovid Budnik
understood that the dog was carrying
out Hashem's decree. Because
everything that occurs in the world,
is planned and decreed from Above.

These ideas should help us realize, a
drop more, just how much Hashem
is part of our life, albeit in concealed
ways. We think that we decide; that
we do. When someone angers us, we
think they are guilty. When we
realize and acknowledge that
everything is from Hashem, even our
thoughts and our perception changes.

TefilahTefilahTefilahTefilah B'tziburB'tziburB'tziburB'tzibur

All of our tefillos are effective, but
we should take advantage of the
special moments– times ofeis
ratzon– because then ourtefillos

have extra power.

The Gemara teaches, "Hakadosh
Baruch Hu never despises the
tefillah of a congregation [tefillah

with a minyan]" (Brachos8).

The Beis Ahron taught, " Of this, I
am certain:Tefillah b'tziburhelps for
all matters. Tefillah b'tzibur is as
powerful as the tefillah of the

greatest tzaddik."

The Rebbe of Radishitz zy'a taught
that tefillah with a minyan is
mesugal for parnassah and for
refuah. It is written 'ã úà íúãáòå
éúøéñäå êîéî úàå êîçì úà êøéáå íëé÷åìà
êáø÷î äìçî (Shmos 23:25). The
Gemara (on a differentpassuk)
translatesäãåáò to refer to tefillah.
íúãáòå is plural, and therefore means
to daven with a minyan. When one
davens with a minyan, thepassuk
promises,éúøéñäå êîéî úàå êîçì úà êøéáå
êáø÷î äìçî, he will earn parnassah

and refuah. 10101010

10. I heard the following story from the children of Reb Nechemya Becker z"l
of Yerushalayim.

After Reb Nechemya's oldest child was born, his wife became ill. The doctors said
that it was pikuach nefesh, and she urgently needed an operation. They also told
him that after the operation she wouldn’t be able to have any more children.
Reb Nechemya traveled to the Chazon Ish in Bnei Brak, to ask him whether he
should agree to the operation or not. He arrived just as the Chazon Ish was
washing his hands for Minchah. Reb Nechemya said, "I have a question related
to pikuach nefesh," so the Chazon Ish immediately gave him his full attention. "The
doctors say that my wife needs an operation. It is pikuach nefesh, but then she
will not have more children…"
"If its pikuach nefesh, what's the question?" the Chazon Ish replied.
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This lesson was also taught by the
Ksav Sofer on thepassuk, åãáòìå
íëöøà øèî éúúðå íëùôð ììëáå íëááì ìëá
åúòá. Here too åãáòì means tefillah.
More exact, it means tefillah
b'tzibur, because íëááì is plural
(see Rashi on Devarim 11:13).
When one davens with a
congregation he will merit øèî,
rain, which representsparnassah.

The Ksav Sofer writes that
sometimes being careful to daven
with a minyan appears to cause
people to lose money. For example,
someone is about to close on a large
deal but it is time to daven with a
minyan. If he would daven
be'yichidus he could close on the

deal and daven afterwards. But since
he is scrupulous to daven with a
minyan, the time is set and he can't
change it. He tells the buyer that he

must go, and he loses the deal.

Still, this loss shouldn’t disturb him,
becausetefillah b'tzibur is mesugal
for parnassah. He will earn much
more money, because of his
conviction to daven with a minyan.

In a letter to his chassidim, the
Yismach Yisrael writes, "I also
encourage the businessmen to
daven in the beis medresh every
morning and evening with a
minyan. Even if they must wait
until the minyan gathers, they
should wait, and in the meanwhile

Then, the Chazon Ish asked him, "Did you daven Minchah yet?"
"No, I haven't."
"Daven with us."
After Minchah, the Chazon Ish called Reb Nechemya over and asked him to repeat
his question again. The Chazon Ish listened to the question once again, and this
time he advised not to do the surgery.
"But just before the Rav told me to do the operation because it is pikuach
nefeseh?"
"That's what I answered before Minchah. And this is what I answer after Minchah."
Reb Nechemya returned to Yerushalayim and told the doctors that the Chazon Ish
advised against the surgery. The doctors made fun of him and they ridiculed the
Chazon Ish, who wasn't a doctor, for mixing into their business.
A couple of days later, Mrs. Becker came down with an infection. The doctors
admitted that if they would have performed the operation, her life would be in
grave danger.
She lived more than eighty years, and bore eight more children. Everything
changed because of one Minchah. This is what can be accomplished by a
Minchah, and especially a Minchah b'tzibur.
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they can learn something. I promise
they will not lose money because
of this. On the contrary, they will

be blessed withparnassah."

The Ponevizher Rav (Rav
Kahanaman) zt'l was in chutz
le'aretz raising money for the
Ponevizh Yeshiva. He had an
appointment with a very wealthy
person for 7:45 in the morning, at
the train station. This wealthy person
was planning to board the 8:00 train,
and they would have a quarter hour

to speak beforehand.

That morning, the Ponivezher Rav
woke up at 7:00 A.M. (When the
Ponivezher Rav repeated this
episode, he noted that it was the first
time in his life that he awoke so
late.) He realized that if he'll daven
with a minyan, he will miss the
appointment. "Perhaps I should
daven be'yechidus," he thought to
himself. "It is for the yeshiva!" But
on second thought, he decided that
he should daven with a minyan, as

he did every day.

He finished Shacharisat 8:30, but
decided to go to the train-station
anyway.Maybe, for some reason, he

is still there.

The Ponevizher Rav said, "I arrived
at the train station 8:40. Five

minutes later, this wealthy man
arrived. He thought I was waiting
for him for an hour and apologized
effusively."
The Ponovizer Rav was repeating
this story to his students when he
came back from his fundraising trip.
He waved the check for all to see,
"He gave me this check," and he
showed his students the large sum
written on it. It was sufficient to
support the yeshiva for a half a year.

"I am not telling you this story so
you will know that one doesn’t lose
out by doing a mitzvah, because
that is obvious. Chazal say, 'No one
ever listened to Me and lost out.'11111111

I am showing you that onegains by
listening to the Torah. If I would
have davenedbeyechidus, quickly
by myself, I would be at the train
station by 7:45, and after a
half-hour or so, I would assume that
I missed him and leave. Because I
davened with a minyan, I earned

this large check."

The Beis Ahron was very careful to
daven with a minyan. Once, he
needed to have a medical procedure
done so he had it scheduled for early
in the afternoon, so he could daven
Minchah with a minyan before the
operation, and davenMaariv when
he woke up from the operation. He

11. ראה ) רבה  (מדרש ומפסיד לי שומע אדם אין
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requested that ten people wait for
him for Maariv.

But the rebbe didn’t wake up so
quickly from the operation. Midnight
was approaching, and the ten people
had no choice other than to daven on

their own and leave.

Later that night the Rebbe woke up.
He immediately asked, "What about
Maariv? Is there a minyan?"
The gabai said, "Everything is ready.
Ten people are waiting outside the
Rebbe's room. They will daven
there, and the Rebbe can daven
along with them from this room."
The gabai left the room, and
pretended to be thechazzan. He said
Barchu, Kaddish, etc., and the

Rebbe davened along.

Several days later, when the Rebbe
recovered, thegabai told the Rebbe
that there really wasn't a minyan,
and that he only pretended that there
was a minyan. "I am afraid that I
sinned," the gabai said. "I said
Barchu and Kaddish without a
minyan…"
The rebbe told him, "You did well.
It was a situation ofpikuach nefesh
(a life and death predicament). I just
woke up from the operation, and if
I would have known that there was
no minyan, I wouldn’t be able to

endure the distress."

In addition to all these benefits (of

health, parnassah, etc.) tefillah
b'tzibur is aneis ratzon, a time when
the tefillos are answered. As the
Gemara says, "What does it mean,
ïåöø úò 'ã êì éúìôú éðàå, 'My prayer to
you Hashem is at an auspicious,
desired time' (Tehillim 69:14). When
is this eis ratzon? When thetzibur is

praying" (Brachos8).

EisEisEisEis RatzonRatzonRatzonRatzon

There are other times ofeis ratzon,
auspicious times, fortefillah. We

will discuss three of them.

Reb Shimshon of Ostripoli zt'l said,
"There are three times that are
mesugal for the tefillos to be
answered: [1] when the aron
kadosh is opened, [2] by hagbah
(when the Torah scroll is opened
and raised before the congregation)
and [3] by nesius kapayim
(duchenen/birchas cohanim).
Whatever one asks for at these
times will certainly be answered."

The Zohar tells us, "When thesefer
Torah is taken out to be read, the
gates of heaven, the gates of
compassion, open. Love is aroused
in heaven. At this time, one should
say thetefillah àîìò éøàîã äéîù êéøá."

The secondeis ratzon, mentioned by
Reb Shimshon Astropolia is by
hagbah, when the Torah is raised
and shown to the congregation. It is
said that the Arizal would look at the
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letters of theseferTorah byhagbah,
"and he would say that when a
person comes up close and looks at
the letters, until he is able to read
them clearly, it will bring a great
light on him" (Shaar Hakavanos). 12121212

The Seder HaYom writes, "When
the Torah is raised forhagbah,
everyone should look at it and
bow, each person from his place,
towards thesefer Torah, and each
person should pray to Hashem
according to his abilities… If he
didn’t say äéîù êéøá when the Torah
was taken out of the ark, he should

say it now by hagbah."

The thirdeis ratzonmentioned by Reb
Shimshon Astropolia, is bybirkas
cohanim. The Midrash says, "When
Hakadosh Baruch Hu told Ahron and
his children to bless the Jewish nation,

the Jewish nation replied, 'Ribono
shel Olam… we only want Your
brachos. We want to be blessed from
Your mouth…" They didn’t want to
be blessed fromcohanim; they wanted

Hashem's blessing.

"Hakadosh Baruch Hu replied,
'Although I told thecohanimto bless
you, I will stand with them and bless
you. The cohanim raise their hand,
and this implies that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is standing behind
them… looking through their fingers,
and He says,íëøáà éðàå, 'I bless them."

The Yerushalmisays, "One shouldn’t
say, this cohen is a sinner, a
murderer; why should he bless us?
Because Hakadosh Baruch Hu says,
'Who blesses you? I bless you. As it
says"íëøáà éðàå ìàøùé éðá ìò éîù úà åîùå"

(Gittin 5:9).13131313

12. Reb Shimon Shkop zt'l advised a bachur who suffered from depression to look
at the sefer Torah by hagbah. He explained that the great light that he will

receive will push away his depression.
13. Once there was no cohen present by the Brisker Rav's zt'l minyan, and the

Rav requested that they bring a cohen from a different beis medresh.
People asked him, "Why is it so important? If there is no cohen, we can do
without." [They were in Yerushalayim, where Birchas Cohanim is said every day.
They didn’t understand why they couldn’t skip Birkas Cohanim for one day.]
The Brisker Rav replied, "If you would hear of a great tzaddik someplace overseas,
and that all of his brachos are effective, wouldn't you travel to see him to receive
his brachos? Why shouldn’t I try to hear Birchas Cohanim? It is certainly effective
because it says אברכם ”.ואני
The Chazon Ish's beis medresh was in the attic of his home. On the last Yom
Kippur of his life he was weak, so he went downstairs after the Kedushah of
Mussaf, and asked people to awaken him for Birchas Cohanim of Mussaf.
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And if the cohanimbless us, it is also
magnificent. The Midrash
Tanchumah writes, "At first, I would
bless My creation. From now on, I
give it over to [the cohanim], that
they should bless the Jewish people."
Since Hashem appointed thecohanim
to bless us, we can be certain that
their brachosare extremely effective.

But what's special about Birchas
Cohanim isn't solely because of the
wonderful brachos. It is also aneis

ratzon for tefillah.

The Zohar (Naso 147) says, "At
the time when thecohanim spread
their hands to bless the nation…
there is a lot of rachamim in the
world. Whoever wants to daven for
the issues that disturb him, his
tefillos will be [effective and] turn

din into rachamim."

According to most poskim, one
should express histefillosafterBirkas
Cohanim, or when thecohanim are
singing; but not while they are saying
the brachos. When they say the
brachos one should focus on that.
The Meiri (Brachos55) explains that
Birchas Cohanimis a special time for
tefillah because when thecohanim
bless us, the entire congregation is
listening with great kavanah and
answer amen fervently. The
congregation's increasedkavanah
makes this a special time fortefillah.

The Kaf HaChayim (128:270) writes
(in the name of the Chida) that if the
community has a problem, it is
proper that thecohanimshould raise
their hands for Birchas Cohanim,
and afterwards the congregation can
daven for their problems because
nesius kapayimarouses compassion.

RefuahRefuahRefuahRefuah

After forty years of living in the
desert, the Jewish nation was about to
come to Eretz Yisrael. They asked
Edom to let them pass through their
land to go to Eretz Yisrael, but "Edom
said, don’t pass my land, lest I will
greet you with a sword…" (20:18).

Rashi writes, "The nation said, 'We
were just about ready to enter the
land, and [now] we are going
backwards. Our fathers also went
back, and they remained [in the
desert] thirty-eight years…'" (21:4).
äùîáå íé÷ìàá íòä øáãéå, the nation
became impatient, and they began
talking lashon haraagainst Hashem
and Moshe Rabbeinu.úà íòá 'ã çìùéå
íéôøùä íéùçðä, Hashem punished them

with poisonous snakes.

Moshe davened for the nation, and
Hashem told Moshe to make a metal
snake, "Whoever will look at the
snake will live."
In what way did this copper snake

help?

The Ramban writes, "The way of the
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Torah is to perform miracles upon
miracles… Illnesses are healed with a
substance that causes illnesses….
Hashem commanded that they be
healed with something that generally
would cause death… to let them know
that Hashem gives life and death…."
The Ramban explains that it is
actually dangerous for someone who
was bitten by a snake to look at an
image of a snake. According to the
laws of nature andrefuah, the person
who has been bitten needs to forget
about the cause. If he focuses on the
snake, it will cause the disease to stick
to him even more. Hashem requested
that they make a form of a snake to
heal them, so it would be known that

Hashem heals.

This concept teaches the truth
behind all refuos (remedies). We
must know that it isn't really the
medicine that heals, it is Hashem.
We must take the medicines – just
as the nation needed to look at the
snake – but at the same time, we
must put our trust in Hashem,

because He is the true healer.

We will explain this:

The Mishnah says (Rosh Hashanah
29.): "Could a snake cause death,
and can a snake generate life? [How
did looking at the copper snake heal
them?] The answer is, when the

Jewish people turned their eyes
heavenward and connected their
hearts to their Father in heaven,
they were healed. Otherwise, they

were ill."

When the Jewish nation looked up at
the metal snake, they saw the sky
behind it. At that moment, they
turned their hearts to Hashem, and
they put their trust in Hashem, and

that is what healed them.

The Sfas Emes asks, if the purpose
of the copper snake was to remind
people to look up at the sky and
remember Hashem, why did there
need to be a copper snake in the first
place? Why didn’t Hashem simply
command the nation to look up at

the sky to be healed?

The Sfas Emes explains, Hashem
wanted there to be a physical
substance, and at the same time
people should realize that it is
Hashem who is healing them and not
the snake. This is the same way
medicine works today. Hashem
wants us to use medicine and to go
through with the standard procedures
for refuah, but at the same time we
should connect our hearts to Hashem
Who is the true source of the healing.
We should look past the snake on the
pole and see the sky, which reminds

us of Hashem the true Healer.
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