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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
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Achrei Mos-Kedoshim 5777 

The Torah tells us that on the very day that Nadav and Avihu, Aharon’s two sons, died for offering a 

“strange fire” before G-d, HaShem directed Moshe to warn Aharon against going in to the Mishkan, the 

dwelling place of G-d, unbidden. Further, he could only enter the Holy of Holies one day a year, on Yom 

Kippur, and then it had to be under very specific circumstances as part of the service rituals. 

Aharon’s sons died on the 1st of Nisan. Yom Kippur was more than six months away. Why did HaShem 

give the commands so quickly? 

The simplest answer, of course, is that when there’s a danger lurking, you warn people. You post a “High 

Voltage” placard, or “Beware of Dog.” Here, it was, “Beware of profaning the holy.” However, Aharon was 

praised for following directives and always asking Moshe before he did anything. 

Why then did he need this warning? And if he did need it, why did HaShem 

include Yom Kippur? Couldn’t that have been later? 

Perhaps there was a very important reason to speak up right now about what 

happened to Nadav and Avihu.  They were HUUUUUGGGE tzaddikim. They 

were greater than Moshe and Aharon according to the commentaries. And yet 

they did something they were not supposed to and suffered the consequences. 

To the average onlooker, however, it seemed that they died simply because the 

Mishkan was “too holy” for mere mortals. People could have had the 

misimpression that G-d is dangerous or vindictive chas v’shalom. Therefore, 

HaShem immediately commanded that Aharon be warned not to repeat their sin 

so that others would know it was the sin, not the holiness, which was their 

downfall. 

In fact, the exact nature of the sin is up for discussion. But it doesn’t matter. The point is that at each 

person’s level there are things that are beneath him and by doing the wrong thing one can get hurt. That’s a 

clear warning for all of us, and something like that simply couldn’t wait. 

One of the most famous verses in the Torah, “V’ahavta l’rayacha kamocha,” You shall love your 
fellow man like yourself, is in this week’s parsha.  Many people know that Rabbi Akiva said this 
was a “great principle of the Torah.” 

What is not as well-known is the beginning of that verse: Do not take revenge, and do not 
[even] bear a grudge, [and you shall love your fellow man like yourself.] 

So, the person I am commanded to love is NOT just someone whom I admire, nor even someone 
with whom I have very little to do.  The person I am to love is the very person who has wronged 
me in the past and I have reason to dislike! 

While Jews do not “turn the other cheek” and forgive any wrongs against them unilaterally, and 
the Torah requires recompense, when the other person wishes to move forward, even if they 
haven’t apologized as fully as we might like (or at all) we are supposed to move forward with 
them.  But how?!  

By loving them the way we love ourselves.  When we do things wrong, make mistakes, act 
selfishly, or hurt others, we understand that we are inherently good people who were under 
specific circumstances that made us act that way.  If we understand the same about others, we 
will be able to forgive them for succumbing to the moment (or decade) and acting less than 
perfectly. 



Parshas Kedoshim discusses many mitzvos. One of the most interesting is called Orla. When 
you planted a tree, you had to wait three years before you could eat its fruit. (A fourth year is 
added called Neta Revai, but it’s a similar idea.) 

What is the meaning behind this mitzvah? Why should we have to wait if the tree bears fruit 
before three years? The answer is more universal than you might imagine. 

Before eating food, one makes a blessing. This is like ‘payment’ for the food, and the Gemara 
(Brachos 35a) teaches that one who takes benefit from the world without a blessing has 
misappropriated that which has been consecrated to G-d. 

Similarly, before one can enjoy the fruit, he must offer some of it to G-d, through tithes and 
bringing first fruits. However, when the fruits are small, it is not proper to offer to HaShem. 

We have a concept that our offerings must be proper 
and acceptable for great people, for to offer G-d 
anything less would be disrespectful. 

Therefore, we must wait three years before they are 
ready to be offered to HaShem. Only then, once we 
have thanked Him, may we begin to partake of the 
bounty He has sent us. 

Every day, we enjoy a bountiful gift from HaShem. He 
gives us an abundant harvest – 86,400 seconds each day 
to use as we see fit. But if we don’t use at least some of 
those moments to thank and praise HaShem, we are 
taking advantage and misappropriating something 
holy. 

The Torah tells us not to follow the ways of the Egyptians, in whose land we lived, nor those of the Canaanites, into 
whose land HaShem would be bringing us. We are to be different, and follow the laws and statutes of HaShem, and “live 
by them.” 

Immediately following this comes the law of forbidden familial relationships.  The introduction of this portion states, “To 
any of these relatives you shall not approach to uncover their nakedness.” What is the connection to the previous parsha 
and what is the segue telling us? 

First of all, these relationships are ones that the non-Jews allowed and practiced, and we are reminded that we are held to 
a higher standard as HaShem’s chosen people.  We are chosen to be in control of ourselves and become holy through 
abstention from certain pleasures and behaviors. 

There is another commonality, though, which is compelling. 

The Torah assumed we might become like the Egyptians or Canaanites because we lived in their proximity. Similarly, the 
Torah prefaces the prohibition of forbidden relationships with the warning not to “come close.” 

The Torah is telling us that the way to be holy and not succumb to temptation is to stay as far away from it as possible.  
Once we are “in the neighborhood,” the odds are greater that we will falter. 

 

 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
This week we have the phrase, “A man, his mother and father shall he fear, and My Sabbaths shall you 
keep.” This isn’t the first time these two come together. In the Ten Commandments, it says, “Remember 
the Shabbos day to keep it holy,” and follows with, “Honor your father and mother.” 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: What is the connection between these two? Compare and contrast the the commands 
to remember and keep Shabbos, and the commands to fear and honor your parents. Are they two sides of the same coin? 
Do they perhaps connote that parents and Shabbos are both a responsibility and a privilege? 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


