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Now You Know 
Though they had heard at Sinai Though they had heard at Sinai Though they had heard at Sinai Though they had heard at Sinai ““““Do Do Do Do 

not make any idolsnot make any idolsnot make any idolsnot make any idols,,,,””””    the Jews, led by the Jews, led by the Jews, led by the Jews, led by 
the Egyptians who had the Egyptians who had the Egyptians who had the Egyptians who had joinjoinjoinjoinedededed    the the the the 
ExodusExodusExodusExodus, urged Aharon to create a , urged Aharon to create a , urged Aharon to create a , urged Aharon to create a 
““““godgodgodgod””””    for them.for them.for them.for them.    

The golden calf that was formed The golden calf that was formed The golden calf that was formed The golden calf that was formed 
became a source of tragedy for became a source of tragedy for became a source of tragedy for became a source of tragedy for all all all all 
timetimetimetime    and the Parah Aduma, the red and the Parah Aduma, the red and the Parah Aduma, the red and the Parah Aduma, the red 
heifer, was intended to atone for it.heifer, was intended to atone for it.heifer, was intended to atone for it.heifer, was intended to atone for it.    

Why was it so bad? Perhaps these Why was it so bad? Perhaps these Why was it so bad? Perhaps these Why was it so bad? Perhaps these 
people felt that their entire faith people felt that their entire faith people felt that their entire faith people felt that their entire faith 
depended on having some depended on having some depended on having some depended on having some 

representationrepresentationrepresentationrepresentation    of Gof Gof Gof G----d. If they did not d. If they did not d. If they did not d. If they did not 
have it, they would turn to other have it, they would turn to other have it, they would turn to other have it, they would turn to other 
gods. This was a necessary evil, gods. This was a necessary evil, gods. This was a necessary evil, gods. This was a necessary evil, 
right?right?right?right?    

Wrong. Once you know what HaShem Wrong. Once you know what HaShem Wrong. Once you know what HaShem Wrong. Once you know what HaShem 
wants from you, there are no other wants from you, there are no other wants from you, there are no other wants from you, there are no other 
calculations or rationales to be made. calculations or rationales to be made. calculations or rationales to be made. calculations or rationales to be made. 

If their faith would be shaken by not If their faith would be shaken by not If their faith would be shaken by not If their faith would be shaken by not 
having an idol, then that would be having an idol, then that would be having an idol, then that would be having an idol, then that would be 
HaShemHaShemHaShemHaShem’’’’s problem, not theirs.s problem, not theirs.s problem, not theirs.s problem, not theirs.    

This is why Chazal sayThis is why Chazal sayThis is why Chazal sayThis is why Chazal say    regarding the regarding the regarding the regarding the 

Red CowRed CowRed CowRed Cow, , , , ““““Let the mother comeLet the mother comeLet the mother comeLet the mother come    and and and and 
clean up the mess clean up the mess clean up the mess clean up the mess of her child.of her child.of her child.of her child.””””    

It reminds us that there is a parent It reminds us that there is a parent It reminds us that there is a parent It reminds us that there is a parent 

there to protect us and guide us and there to protect us and guide us and there to protect us and guide us and there to protect us and guide us and 
““““clean up the messesclean up the messesclean up the messesclean up the messes””””    that are that are that are that are 
caused by following the rules.caused by following the rules.caused by following the rules.caused by following the rules.    

By forgetting that they were not the By forgetting that they were not the By forgetting that they were not the By forgetting that they were not the 

final say, the Jefinal say, the Jefinal say, the Jefinal say, the Jews who worshiped the ws who worshiped the ws who worshiped the ws who worshiped the 
calf brought calamity upon calf brought calamity upon calf brought calamity upon calf brought calamity upon 
themselves and their nation.themselves and their nation.themselves and their nation.themselves and their nation.    

Thought of the week: 

When G-d gives you a 
burden, He never makes you 
carry it alone - & it may not 
even be an actual burden.  

(DK:DLTWMw)‰...ÊH YNP TA TWARL VTLEB VCRA TA wYA DMXY ALW ...VYNPM OYWG wYRWA YK‰  

“When I will drive the nations from before you and expand your borders, no man 
will covet your land when you go up to see G-d three times a year.”(Shemos 34:24) 

After discussing the various festivals to be observed, HaShem commands the Jews to 
make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem for them. Especially when G-d expands their borders and 
they are too far to visit the Bais HaMikdash regularly, He wanted to establish times when 
they would come and have an audience with Him at His temple. 

Since everyone was obligated to go, the land would be left unprotected. They might be 
afraid that the previous inhabitants would come back and try to take the land. Here, 
HaShem promises that this will not happen. They will be under the Divine protection of G-d 
Himself, and no one will take their land. Not only that, but there is a guarantee that even 
predators would leave the pilgrim’s animals alone and they would be able to graze in 
peace. This promise was given in order to reassure people that they would not suffer by 
fulfilling G-d’s mitzvah of Aliya l’regel, going up to Jerusalem for the holiday. 

The word ‘ki’ meaning when, can also mean ‘because.’ This would enhance the message 
that G-d will surely protect them because He is the one who put them at risk, by helping 
them to prosper in a far-off land. If He is putting you in the difficult situation, then surely He 
will be there to help you. 

This message has far-reaching consequences. It doesn’t refer only to the festival 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but to any mitzvah that we are given. We are frequently faced with 
apparent conflicts when what we want or “need” to do is not in consonance with the 
mitzvos. “If I don’t work on Shabbos, I will not get the good job I want.” “I have to lie on this 
form or else it will cost me a lot of money.” “If I don’t do that, this person won’t marry me.” 

Not only does G-d promise that by fulfilling His commandments will we be protected from 
loss or harm, but He reveals that the challenge itself comes from Him! There’s no boss we 
have to impress or politician we need to win over, but HaShem challenging us to trust Him. 

Of course, one is supposed to make efforts. One must pen his animals and guard his field. 
But when that option isn’t there, such as when HaShem’s commandment tells him to leave 
it alone, then a person is to trust that HaShem is going to keep His word and protect him. 

So too, when we are faced with ethical and moral dilemmas, we must remind ourselves 
that when we follow the word of HaShem, we will come to no harm. And if we think we 
were harmed? Remember we don’t know what is truly good or bad and leave it to G-d. 

When the Chofetz Chaim visited Tchernigov, Russia, he heard about a Jew whose factory was 
open on Shabbos.  He tried to convince the man to close it but the businessman said, “I make a 
profit of 4,000 rubles every day.  Do you want me to lose that kind of money every Shabbos?”  

The sage retorted, “Would you prefer to lose the entire factory because of your desecration of 
Shabbos?  The Torah says, “On six days work may be done but the seventh shall be holy for 
you.”  Why tell us what we can do during the week?  Simply forbid working on Shabbos and that 
will be enough. The answer is that only one who guards the sanctity of Shabbos is given the 
ability to work on the other six days.” 

The owner scornfully responded, “Does the Rabbi think a verse in the Torah keeps my factory 
going?!”  The Chofetz Chaim left, disappointed that he had not convinced the man.  When the 
Communist Revolution took place, the Bolsheviks seized the factory leaving the man destitute.  
He sent a letter to the Chofetz Chaim.  “Now I know,” he wrote, “that you were right.  Indeed, the 
verse in the Torah decided my factory’s fate.”  
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