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ON GUARD FROM ALL SIDESON GUARD FROM ALL SIDESON GUARD FROM ALL SIDES   

 When Yaakov Avinu sent messengers to Eisav, he told them to tell him, “im Lavan garti” - I have lived with 

Lavan. Rashi explains that there was a deeper meaning behind these words, and Yaakov meant to convey two 

separate messages. First, the word “garti” (I have lived) connotes a less than permanent occupancy. “Do not 

think”, Yaakov told Eisav, “that I have become great and influential. Rather, the people of Charan considered me to 

be no more than a temporary resident.”  Rashi then tells us that the word garti is the same letters as Taryag 

(whose numerical value represents the 613 mitzvos). Yaakov’s message to Eisav was “I lived with Lavan and kept 

all 613 mitzvos!” No matter how hard he tried, Eisav could not sway Yaakov from his level of shemiras ha’mitzvos. 

Yaakov’s was letting his brother know that he shouldn’t bother trying either. While both derashos fit into the words, 

conceptually, they appear to be somewhat contradictory. Was Yaakov trying to tell his brother that he was 

unaccomplished, and that he could find a better person to fight with else where, or was he proudly announcing his 

greatness in overcoming Lavan? 

 The Nesivos Sholom suggests the following: The yetzer hara wages a constant war against each of us, 

and the battle is from all sides. On a basic level, it tries to get us to sin or become lax in shemiras ha’mitzvos. One 

of the yetzer hara’s tactics is that it tries to convince that we and our actions are of little importance. As such, what 

difference does it really make if we properly observe mitzvos? If however, we ignore the yetzer hara and realize 

the true value of our Torah and mitzvos, he attempts to battle against us from the other direction by showing us 

“how great we are”. In a moment, the yetzer hara turns his prey into baalei ga’ava - full of arrogance and conceit. 

Eisav’s battle against Yaakov Avinu was the same. He vied to make Yaakov stumble in some way. Yaakov’s  

message to his brother was: “Don’t bother trying. Through my experiences living with Lavan, I have prepared 

myself on all fronts. I know the value of my shemiras ha’mitzvos. Going against Torah is beneath me, but don’t 

think that I think so greatly of myself. Despite my success in surviving Lavan, I didn’t begin to think of myself as 

chashuv. Ga’avah did not get the better of me!’ 

 Yaakov’s message to Eisav is vital for each of us to properly battle the yetzer hara. We must always 

realize the importance of our own Torah and mitzvos, but never let our pride develop into arrogance. If we realize 

that we are in danger of being attacked from all sides, we can succeed. The Chofetz Chaim understands the words 

“v’haser satan mi’lefaneinu u’m’l’achareinu” (recited in birchas hashkiveinu of the Maariv tefilah) to be a tefilah for 

just that. We daven that Hashem should stop our yetzer hara from attacking us from two directions. 

 The Nesivos Sholom goes on to explain That this is what it means that Yaakov divided his family into two 

camps. It doesn’t seem logical that Yaakov would physically divided his children. Although he did need to do 

proper histhtadlus and prepare for war, he should have trusted that Hashem would protect his children. Dividing 

them seems to go well beyond a normal level of hishtadlus for Yaakov Avinu. Instead, the Nesivos Sholom 

explains, Yaakov divided his nation into two camps, the camp of “im Lavan garti” of little importance, and the “im 

Lavan garti” observance of Taryag mitzvos. “So that”, continues the posuk, if we are attacked from either side, i.e. 

either argument of the yetzer hara, we can defend ourselves. 
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IS THERE A ’RIGHT’ WAY TO LIGHT ?IS THERE A ’RIGHT’ WAY TO LIGHT ?IS THERE A ’RIGHT’ WAY TO LIGHT ?   

  

When lighting the Menorah, one can be faced with attempting to satisfy the following halachic concepts which are 
often at odds with each other. 
 

(1) Lighting within a tefach of the doorway: As mentioned above (siman #13), one should place his Menorah to the 
left of his doorway. If the entrance has no mezuza then the Menorah is placed to the right. [One who lights in 
his window or elsewhere in the house is not faced with fulfilling this criterion.] 

(2) Lighting “to the right”: The Gemara (Yoma 15b) says “kol pinos she’atah poneh lo yehei ella derech yamin” - all 
turns made should be only to the right. Accordingly, one should light the candle to the left first, afterwards 
proceeding to the right. [Some opinions however (see below) understand this rule to mean that one should 
always begin from the right, moving towards the left.] 

(3) Lighting the newest flame first. Since, (as the Chayei Adam himself writes) the newest flame attests more to 
the continuation of the miracle. Accordingly, one should always light the newest flame first, and subsequently 
the one next to it which was ‘yesterday’s candle’. [Others argue that one should always light the first night’s 
candle first. (See below.)] 

  

 Therefore, one who lights to the left of his door and lights from left to right can fulfill criteria #2 and #3 
(according to the mainstream opinions), but will not be able to fulfill criterion #1. [If his Menorah is to the right of his 
door, he can easily fulfill all criteria on the eighth night but if the mezuza is also there, he has positioned the Menorah 
in the wrong place.  Faced with somewhat of a dilemma, the poskim disagree as to which criteria take precedence 
and how to conduct oneself.   There are three basic opinions amongst the poskim: 
 

Shulchan Aruch - This is actually the opinion of the Maharik. They understand that one should light the newest 
flame first and must light from left to right. Shulchan Aruch does not address the issue of whether lighting in this 
fashion negates lighting within a tefach of the doorway, although he elsewhere (O.C. 671:7) mentions the possibility 
of lighting within the doorway itself. 

Gra, Maharshal - They both rule like the Avudraham (as per Beis Yosef) that one should always light the first candle 
first every night. Since the basic obligation is to light one flame, the additional flames are only a hidur mitzva and it 
defies logic to light the ‘extra’ candles before fulfilling the basic mitzva. (Gra) Accordingly, one who lights to left of his 
doorway will always light the first candle within the first tefach, but will light from right to left instead. If he is able to 
stand on the other side of the Menorah (i.e. between it and the wall) he will also be able to light from left to right. 

Taz - Quoting the Levush, the Taz maintains that “lighting to the right” means starting at the right and moving left just 
as Lashon HaKodesh (Hebrew) is written from right to left. According to the Taz, this is of primary concern. Ideally, 
one should place the Menorah within the doorway, and standing inside light from right to left, beginning with the new 
candle. If however, this is not possible, he should place the Menorah to the right of the door and light from right to 
left, starting with the newest (rightmost) candle. Although he will not be lighting the main (new) candle within a 
tefach of the door, it is sufficient that the flame lit last (i.e. the one he lit on the first night) is next to the door. 

  

 Although the Chayei Adam does not even mention the opinion of the Taz, the Biur Halacha nevertheless writes 
that all three opinions are equally valid. The most widespread custom however, is to follow the opinion of Shulchan 
Aruch. [Although there are those who conduct themselves in accordance with the opinion of the Gra, this author has 
never seen anyone who lights from right to left in accordance with the Taz.] 
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