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 ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 20:1

“And Hashem spoke all these words: saying.”  The 

Pesukim following are the Aseres Hadibros.  What is the 

Torah telling us here by saying that Hakodosh Boruch Hu, “Spoke all 

these words,” saying?  There is a Minhag in Klal Yisroel that everyone 

stands when the Ba’al Koreh reads the Aseres Hadibros from the Torah.  

Some have this Minhag only on Shavuos, and many have the Minhag to 

stand even when the Aseres Hadibros are read on Shabbos, Parshas 

Yisro, and Parshas Va’eschanan.  Additionally, it is well known that the 

breakup of the Pesukim and the Trop, cantillations, are different when 

the Ba’al Koreh reads from the Torah and when one learns the Pesukim 

himself.  One of them is called Ta’am Elyon, and the other is called 

Ta’am Tachton.  Ta’am Elyon is generally read amongst a Tzibur, while 

Ta’am Tachton is read at other times.  Why do we have this concept of 

Ta’am Elyon and Ta’am Tachton by the Aseres Hadibros?  The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in 

the closing paragraph. 

 There are two different sets of – ”לא תחמד“ 20:14 – חזקוני 

tunes for the Aseres Hadibros: called Gedolos (which is commonly 

referred to as Ta’am Elyon) and Ketanos (which is commonly referred to 

as Ta’am Tachton).  On Shavuos we read the Aseres Hadibros with the 

tune of the Gedolos, while in Shevat, the month on which we Lain 

Parshas Yisro, we Lain the Aseres Hadibros with the tune of the Ketanos.  

The reason that on Shavuos we Lain the tune of the Gedolos is because 

we want to mimic Matan Torah, and we therefore break the Pesukim 

according to the Aseres Hadibros.  Each one of the Dibros has its own 

Posuk, except for the first two which are said together in one Posuk, 

because they were said by Hakodosh Boruch Hu in one Dibbur.  When 

we Lain Parshas Yisro (and Parshas Va’eschanan), when we are Laining 

the Parsha like all other Parshiyos of the Torah, we lain it according to 

the rules and guidelines of all Parshiyos, and Lain it with the tune of the 

Ketanos.  (One of the rules being that there cannot be a Posuk that has 

less than three words.  In the Aseres Hadibros, Lained according to the 

Ta’am Elyon, we have Pesukim that are two words: לא תנאף, לא תרצח ,

.לא תגנב ).    

 For the Aseres – ”מבחודש השלישי“ – 494 – ביאור הלכה 

Hadibros, there are two Nigunim, called Ta’am Elyon and Ta’am Tachton.  

The Trop are different in the two Nigunim, and that causes there to be 

different breaks in the Pesukim, as well as changing some Nekudos.  On 

Shavuos, we Lain the Ta’am Elyon, in which the Pesukim are broken up 

based upon the Aseres Hadibros, because on that very day Klal Yisroel 

received the Torah. We therefore say the Aseres Hadibros the way they 

were given to us.  However, when someone is learning the Torah, saying 

 he says it the way it is written in the Torah, in ,שנים מקרא ואחד תרגום

what we call Ta’am Tachton.  In regards to the Laining of Parshas Yisro 

and Va’eschanan, which has the Aseres Hadibros in it, it is Lained with 

the Ta’am Tachton.  However, there are those who have the Minhag to 

Lain the Aseres Hadibros with the Ta’am Elyon whenever it is said with a 

Tzibur, which would include the Laining of Parshas Yisro and Parshas 

Va’eschanan.   

 Every – ”ואם השליח ציבור רוצה לעלות ולקרות“ 141:4 – לבוש 

time we have Krias Hatorah, it is to be a reenactment of Matan Torah.  

The Gabbai, the one who calls up the people to the Torah, is Kevayachol, 

like Hakodosh Boruch Hu. The Ba’al Koreh, is like Moshe Rabbeinu, and 

the one who is called up for the Aliyah represents Klal Yisroel, he is like 

the Shliach of Klal Yisroel accepting the Torah on their behalf.   

הקורא בתורה צריך שיאחז בספר תורה בשעת “ 139:11 – לבוש 

 One who reads from the“ – ”ברכה וקריאה כאילו קבלו עכשיו מהר סיני

Torah should hold the Sefer Torah in his hands at the time he makes the 

Brocha and during the time that the Parsha is Lained, as if he is receiving 

the Torah at that moment.”   

 The Aseres Hadibros is – ”מבחדש השלישי“ 494:20 – כף החיים 

read either with the Ta’am Elyon or the Ta’am Tachton, as brought down 

in the Chizkuni.  The Chizkuni says that on Shavuos the Aseres Hadibros 

are Lained with the Ta’am Elyon, for that is the way it was given to Klal 

Yisroel on that day, Matan Torah, however when Laining Parshas Yisro 

one would Lain with the Ta’am Tachton.  In the Sefer Torah Ohr, it says 

that individually, one always uses the Ta’am Tachton, while a Tzibur 

always uses Ta’am Elyon.  The Ein Yaakov in Yerushalmi in Shekalim, 

seventh Perek, says the same thing, as well as many others.  The 

accepted Minhag is like the Ohr Torah, that anytime a Tzibur reads the 

Aseres Hadibros, Ta’am Elyon is used, while individually, Ta’am Tachton 

is used.   

“ 8,10,11 – 494 – שלחן ערוך הרב  מיני ' בעשרת הדברות יש ב

 There are two different tunes that can be used to say the – ”נגינות

Aseres Hadibros.  The first tune (Ta’am Elyon) is organized based upon 

the Ksav, each Posuk is written based upon each of the Aseres Hadibros, 

each one receiving its own Posuk.  The second tune (Ta’am Tachton) is 

organized according to the Kri, the way it is generally Lained from the 

Torah, and that means following all of the rules of Halacha L’Moshe 

Misinai regarding Krias Hatorah.  As the Gemara says in Megilah 22a – 

“ אנן לא פסקינן ליה, כל פסוקא דלא פסקיה משה ” – “Any Posuk which 

Moshe did not divide, we may not divide it.” Therefore we cannot 

rearrange the Pesukim based upon the Dibros.   On Shavuos, we have 

the Minhag to Lain with the Tzibur the Ta’am Elyon, to make each 

Dibbur its own Posuk, for on that very day we received the Torah, and 

we want to Lain the way it was given to us. (We do not need to follow 

the rules of the regular reading, for the purpose of this Torah reading is 

to reenact the giving of the Torah on Har Sinai).  There are those who 

have the Minhag to always Lain the Aseres Hadibros with the Ta’am 

Elyon when read with a Tzibur, meaning on Shavuos, Parshas Yisro, and 

Parshas Va’eschanan.  However, any time an individual reads the Aseres 

Hadibros, he does so using the Ta’am Tachton.   

 The – ”טעם עליון וטעם תחתון“ – Sof HaSefer – שערי תפלה 

term Ta’am Elyon refers to Hakodosh Boruch Hu giving over the Aseres 

Hadibros to Moshe Rabbeinu – this is “Elyon”.  The term Ta’am Tachton 

refers to Moshe Rabbeinu giving over the Aseres Hadibros to Klal Yisroel.   

 We know that there are two readings – ”טעם עליון“ – לוח ארש 

of the Aseres Hadibros, one is called Ta’am Elyon and one is called Ta’am 

Tachton.  It is called Ta’am Elyon because the Trop of that reading is 

“stronger” (more melodious), higher, while the Trop of the Ta’am 

Tachton has primarily weaker Trop.  Additionally, the Trop of the Ta’am 

Elyon is mostly “above” the words, while the Trop of the Ta’am Tachton 

is mostly below the words.   

“ 2:35 – קב הישר  תעשרת הדברו ” – The Aseres Hadibros of 

Parshas Yisro, in which it says, “,זכור” corresponds to the day, while the 

Aseres Hadibros of Parshas Va’eschanan, which says, “,שמור” 

corresponds to the night.  A person has two crowns upon his head: one 

when his Neshama goes up to Shomayim, when he goes to sleep, and 

another that accompanies him when his Neshama returns to him down 

here in this world.  This is also the reason that there are two Ta’amim for 

the Aseres Hadibros, one for above (Elyon) and one for below (Tachton).   

“ 20:2 – מלבים  אלקיך' אנכי ד ” – What is the difference 

between the word “אנכי” and “אני” – both words translate to mean “I?” 

 means that there something about “I” that is now different than at ”אני“

other times.  For example, “I am now standing” – as opposed to sitting 

or laying down.  “אנכי” means that I am different than others.  For 

example, “I am standing here” – as opposed to anyone else standing 

here.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu says, “I am Hashem your G-d” – and there is 

no other.   

“ 20:1 – באר משה  ם את כל הדברים האלה לאמרוידבר אלקי ” – 

What does the Posuk mean when it says that Hashem said “All of these 

words?”  “אנכי” includes the entire Torah, just as the word “בראשית” 

includes the entire Creation of the World.  It is known (Ba’al Haturim) 

that there are 620 letters in the Aseres Hadibros.  613 of those letters 

correspond to the Taryag (613) Mitzvos.  The remaining 7 of the 620 

letters corresponds to the 7 days of Creation.  “כל הדברים האלה לאמר” 

is the Gematria of 613 (not counting the Yud of the word הדברים, and 

that Yud represents the Aseres Hadibros), for the Aseres Hadibros is 

inclusive of the entire Torah.   

 – ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 20:1 - באר משה 

It says in the תנא דבי אליהו זוטא Perek 22, that the Aseres Hadibros 
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correspond to the ten Nisyonos Avrohom was tested with, and passed 

all of them.  It was in the Zechus of Avrohom Avinu passing all of his 

Nisyonos that Klal Yisroel were Zoche to Kabolas Hatorah.  

 ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 20:1  - נועם אלימלך 

– It says in the Zohar Hakodosh, when the Posuk says, “את כל” it refers 

to Avrohom Avinu.  This can be explained based upon the Gemara in 

Yuma 28b that says that Avrohom Avinu was Mekayeim the entire Torah 

even though it had not yet been given.  If the Torah was not given, how 

did Avrohom know how to keep the Torah?  Avrohom Avinu sanctified 

himself and attached himself to Hakodosh Boruch Hu with a strong 

bond.  Avrohom Avinu was able to look at the world and understand and 

know what the Mitzvos of the Torah were.  We, however, know the 

Torah based on what the Torah tells us when we learn Torah Lishma.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu placed a Koach in the Torah, whereby if we attach 

ourselves to Hakodosh Boruch Hu; it gives us the ability to connect to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The Torah is telling us here that after we study 

and know the Torah Hakdosha, we too can attach ourselves to the Torah 

Hakdosha the same way as Avrohom Avinu.  

“ 20:2 - ילקוט תימני  אלקיך' אנכי ד ” – Why does the Posuk say, 

 is four letters – and this ”אנכי“ The word  ”?אני“ as opposed to ”אנכי“

teaches us that Hakodosh Boruch Hu reveals Himself from all four sides 

of the world, and that He rules over all parts of the world.   

 – ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 90b - 20:1 – זוהר 

The word “כל” is an extra word here.  This comes to teach us that the 

word “כל” is all inclusive; it includes all of the upper worlds and spheres, 

as well as everything below – the Shomayim, the land and everything on 

it.  All of this is included in the Aseres Hadibros.   

וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים “ Yisro 15 - 20:1 – מדרש תנחומא 

“ Iyov 28:27 – ”האלה לאמר ויאמר לאדם. אז ראה ויספרה הכינה וגם חקרה ” 

– “Then He looked and recorded it, He prepared it and perfected it.  And 

He said to man.”  This is it teach us that if one wants to be a Ben Torah, 

he should not be arrogant to speak in front of a Tzibur until he has 

reviewed what he will say a few times to ensure that what he will say is 

proper and correct.  As the Posuk tells us the same thing here, as it does 

in Iyov, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu reviewed it first to ensure that it was 

perfect, and then He gave it over.  There was a story with Rebbe Akiva, 

when he was called upon to read from the Torah B’Tzibur, and he did 

not want to go up. His Talmidim were perplexed why he would not read 

from the Torah, and questioned him how he could not go up when he 

taught them that the Torah is the life source of our lives.  Rebbe Akiva 

explained to them that he was not refraining from learning Torah, rather 

he was refraining from reading the Torah in public, for he had not 

reviewed it two or three times, and one is not allowed to say Divrei 

Torah in front of a Tzibur until he has reviewed it two or three times.  

We know this from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as it says in Parshas Yisro 20:1 

and Iyov 28:27 that Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not teach Klal Yisroel Torah 

until He reviewed it.   

וידבר “ Medrash Tanchuma Yisro 15 - 20:1 – מטה נפתלי 

 The Medrash gives a Moshol to a – ”אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר

king who comes to a new province and tells them he wants to be their 

king.  They ask him what he has done for them that they should accept 

him upon themselves as their king?  The king goes and toils much to 

build them a wall, brings water into their land, and then asks them if 

they will accept upon themselves him being their king.  They answered, 

“Yes.”  One would only accept upon himself a king if he believes the king 

is acting in his best interest.  It is not enough to say that he will act in 

their best interest, he must show it.  Therefore, the king in the Moshol 

went to build a wall and brought water, to demonstrate that the 

concerns of the province were also his concerns.  It is for this reason that 

the Torah does not begin with “ אלקיך' אנכי ה ”, rather the Torah tells us 

of the many Chasodim that Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed for Klal 

Yisroel.  Krias Yam Suf, as well as many other great miracles that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu performed for Klal Yisroel, clearly conveyed the 

message that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was acting for the benefit of Klal 

Yisroel.  It is only then that Hakodosh Boruch Hu asks Klal Yisroel to 

accept Him as their King.  Every person can take Mussar from this.  If 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu can act in this manner, it behooves us to act the 

same. A Ben Torah who speaks to the Tzibur should prepare two or 

three times before speaking.  He must make sure he understands the 

topic he will speak about, but more importantly, he needs to show that 

he is speaking for the people.  It must be clear and apparent that he is 

not speaking for his own good, so that people will say that he is wise and 

knowledgeable, or for any other personal benefit.   

א"גר   All of – ”וידבר אלקים את כל הדברים האלה לאמר“ 20:1 - 

the Torah and the Taryag Mitzvos are included in the Aseres Hadibros.  

All of the different parts of the world are separated into ten Inyanim, 

and the Aseres Hadibros corresponds to these ten different parts of the 

world.   

“ 20:2 – ישא ברכה  אלקיך' אנכי ד ” – Bereishis Rabbah 1:10 – 

The world was created with a ב'  which is from a Loshon of ברכה.  The 

world was not created with an א'  because it was a Loshon of ארור, curse.  

The Aleph complained to Hakodosh Boruch Hu that he is the first letter, 

and it is not fair that the world was not created with him.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu responded that, “Tomorrow I will give the Torah at Sinai, and 

I will begin with you, as it says, ‘ אלקיך' נכי דא ’.”  This Medrash begs an 

explanation – if the Aleph in fact represents ארור, curse, then why does 

the Aseres Hadibros begin with an א' ?  The Torah Hakdosha turns ארור 

into ברכה.  Devorim 23:6 “ כי אהבך  אלקיך לך את הקללה לברכה' ויהפוך ד

אלקיך' ד ” – “And Hashem reversed the curse to a blessing for you, 

because Hashem, your G-d, loved you.”  When did Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

begin loving Klal Yisroel?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu began loving Klal Yisroel 

at Kabolas Hatorah, as the Medrash says in Shemos Rabbah 32:2.  While 

the א'  could not be used for the creation of the world, it could be used 

for the beginning of the Torah – the Aseres Hadibros, for Torah turns 

curse to Brocha.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why there is Ta’am Elyon and 

Ta’am Tachton by the Aseres Hadibros. We know that on Shavuos, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave us the Torah.  But along with the Torah He 

also gave us something else – the לוחות.  That was separate from the 

Torah, as the Posuk says in Shemos 24:12 “ בן ואתנה לך את לוחות הא

  ?What is the significance of the giving of the Luchos  ”.והתורה והמצוה

The Luchos are the physical representation of the bond between 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  The Luchos still exist, although it 

is hidden from us now, and it is as permanent as the Torah.  The Aseres 

Hadibros is part of the Torah, and is also the text of the Luchos.  There 

are two sets of Trop, one is for the Torah, which is what we call Ta’am 

Tachton, and then there is Trop for the Luchos, which is broken down 

according to the Aseres Hadibros, and is called Ta’am Elyon.  On 

Shavuos, when we are reenacting the giving of the Torah, we read it 

with the Ta’am Elyon, which represents the Luchos Habris, the Bris – the 

bond, between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal Yisroel.  The Aseres 

Hadibros is inclusive of the entire Torah.  The Torah has two parts to it: 

Torah Shebiksav, and Torah Shebal Peh.  There are two different sets of 

Trop to represent these two parts of the Torah.  The Ta’am Elyon 

represents the Torah Shebal Peh, the Torah which comes from Above.  

The Ta’am Tachton represents the Torah Shebiksav, the Torah which 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave over to Klal Yisroel to bring forth the Torah 

Shebal Peh down to this world. Just as Avrohom Avinu had to work on 

the Torah, we too must toil over the Torah. We must first accept the 

words of the Torah and engrave it in our hearts, and then we must learn 

the Torah Shebal Peh and solidify our connection with Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  Every time that we read from the Torah, we reenact Matan Torah, 

but the Aseres Hadibros is more than that.  The Aseres Hadibros 

represents the entire Torah and the creation of the world, and in 

addition to all of that, it is also the Luchos Habris, our connection to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Therefore, when there is a Tzibur reading the 

Aseres Hadibros, we Lain it with the Ta’am Elyon, for we seek to reenact 

the giving of the Luchos Habris, which was given with the Ta’am Elyon. 

Perhaps this is also why we have a Minhag to stand during the reading of 

the Aseres Hadibros, for it represents much more than the Torah 

Shebiksav.  May we be Zoche to strengthen our connection to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu through the Luchos Habris.   


