
 
Making   Your   Home   A   Truly   Torah   Based   One 

By   Rabbi   Shmuel   Gluck: 

 

The thoughts in this ar�cle were originally said at another of the Hillburn community Rosh               
Chodesh get-togethers for women. The topic may be of limited interest, and may be one with                
which many people may disagree. Nevertheless, the approach has value, even if the specific              
message   doesn’t   have   universally   agreement. 
  
People may have no�ced that there are some families in which the parents have what seems to                 
be the perfect combina�on of: 1) a complete Torah lifestyle; and 2) are emo�onally              
well-adjusted. Nevertheless, despite having a focused goal of raising children who want to             
remain Toradick a�er they become adults, not all families succeed. Some of these families have               
a majority, if not all, of their children who con�nue to learn in Kolel, and become Rabbeim,                 
while   other   families   have   children   who   choose   different   life   goals. 
  
What seems to be clear is that the differences between these families are intangibles, subtle               
nuances, that may go unno�ced to outsiders, making it difficult to determine what makes              
effec�ve   Torah   families. 
  
The ques�on the group presented to me was, “what can parents do to increase the chances                
that their children will con�nue their parents’ life mission?” The ques�on acknowledges that             
there are mul�ple outside factors, such as classmates, neighbors, individual character traits,            
strengths, and weaknesses, that play roles. Nevertheless, there must be some things that             
people,   should,   or   shouldn’t,   do   to   increase,   their   chances   of   raising   Torah   based   children.  
  
There   are   six   points   that   I   believe   will   help   parents   reach   their   goal   of   having   families   appreciate 
the   value   of   a   true   Torah   lifestyle.   However,   before   parents   focus   on   this   goal   they   must   build   a 
rela�onship   with   their   children,   so   that   they’ll   believe   that   whatever   the   parents   do   is   the 
“norm”,   and   is   “what   everyone   else   does”.   (I’ve   wri�en   a   long   essay   on   u�lizing   peer   pressure 
rela�onships   to   help   parents.   Anyone   interested   in   this   essay   can   request   a   copy   by   contacted 
me   at    shmuelgluck@areivim.com .) 
  
1)    Parents   must   become   worthy   role   models.    Their   en�re   lifestyle   must   be   consistent   with   that 
message.   They   shouldn’t   get   angry   (o�en).   When   they   do,   they   should   quickly   apologize.   They 
should   have   a   Rebbi   to   whom   they   listen,   etc . 
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2)   Families   have   to   present   the   Torah   to   their   children   as   a   lifestyle,   and   avoid   their   children 
seeing   the   Torah   as   a   set   of   instruc�ons   and   restric�ons.   This   may   be   difficult.    Children   aren’t 

impressed   by   what   parents   explain   should   be   done.    Therefore,   “schmoozing”   with   them   about 
how,   when   the   father   was   in   Yeshiva,   he   used   to   learn   all   day,   won’t   affect   the   children’s 
behaviors.   That’s   a   retelling   of   something   that   happened   in   the   past.    Children   aren’t 

significantly   impressed,   and   may   not   fully   believe,   what   they   know   their   parents   did,   if   they 

don’t   see   them   do   it   now.    Telling   them   that   their   father   learns   in   Shul   now,   but   the   children 
don’t   see   him   do   it,   will   ins�ll   an   intellectual,   but   not   an   emo�onal,   image   in   their   mind. 
  
When   I   had   the   chance,   I   would   always   learn   in   the   house.   My   children   “knew”   but,   more 
importantly,   also   experienced   how   important   Torah   was   to   me.   This   challenge   may   be   difficult 
for   many   wives   who   are   working   full   �me,   but   also   trying   to   keep   their   house   in   order.   The   urge 
to   enlist   their   husbands,   who   may   have   just   come   home,   for   homework/bed�me   reading,   may 
be   compelling,   and   legi�mate.   Nevertheless,   it’ll   mean   that   the   children   see   both   parents   as 
always   taking   care   of   the   home,   and   rarely   ever   see   them   “prac�ce   what   they   preach”.   The 
solu�on   to   this   should   be   discussed   between   the   parents,   as   each   home   presents   its   own 
challenges   and   opportuni�es.   The   discussion   must   begin   with   an   awareness   by   both   parents 
that   their   conflict   is   between   two   important   needs,   helping   their   wives,   and   being   able   to 
present   a   Torah   lifestyle. 
  
3)    Parents   should   surround   their   children   with   other   healthy   Torah   based   people    who   are 
great   parents,   demonstrate   Sholom   Bayis,   and   are   all-around   good   people.   This   may   be   a 
challenge,   since   children   see   adults   as   “distanced”,   and   won’t   automa�cally   connect   with   them, 
or   their   lifestyles.   In   addi�on,   most   adults   are   busy,   and   don’t   have   �me   to   spend   with   other 
people’s   children. 
  
4)    Children   should   see   the   Torah   lifestyle   as   a   cultural   norm.    Their   home   should   have   a 
respectable   Torah   library.   There   should   be   Seforim   around   the   house   (neatly   piled   in   corners,   of 
course).   In   many   homes   when   a   child   asks   the   father   for   a   basic   Sefer,   such   as   a   Chumash 
Bamidbor,   the   father   may   have   to   look   around   for   it   in   the   bookcase.   That   sends   the   message 
that   he   hasn’t   “seen”   his   Seforim   in   a   long   �me   and,   they’ll   conclude,   that   Torah   study   isn’t   as 
important   as   they   may   claim   it   to   be. 
  
When   their   children   ask   for   advice,   the   parents   should   give   it   and,   when   they   see   that   their 
children   appreciate   it,   they   should   tell   them   that   they   saw   the   advice   in   e.g.,   Sefer   Mishlei. 
(Advice   should   only   be   offered,   when   there   already   exists   a   peer   pressure   rela�onship.)   If   the 
father   is   exci�ngly   describing   to   his   children   a   big   contract   he   recently   closed,   he   should   include 
in   the   descrip�on   that   he   was   able   to   do   it   because   he   followed   the   advice   of   a   Gemoro,   or   his 
Rebbi.   Again,   he   must   avoid   sounding   preachy   or   self-righteous. 



  
Having   conversa�ons   with   their   children   should   naturally   segway   from   something   the   parents 
recently   learned.   However,   it   shouldn’t   appear   to   be   “preachy”,   or   agenda   based. 
  
5)   It   isn’t   enough   to   just   present   Torah   as   the   best   lifestyle.    Parents   must   also   avoid,   as   much   as 

possible,   conflicting   lifestyles.    Seeing   their   father   learn   every   free   minute   and,   at   the   same 
�me,   drive   an   $80,000   car   may   be   seen   as   a   conflict   by   the   children.   They   see   their   parents 
“choosing”   to   combine   two   dis�nct,   Torah,   and   secular,   lifestyles.   When   they   get   older,   they   may 
understandably,   choose   only   one   of   the   two. 
  
Many   children   have   told   me   that   they   would   love   to   live   a   Torah   lifestyle,   but   aren’t   willing   to 
sacrifice   it   for   financial   security.   They’d   heard   their   parents   constantly   discussing,   and   worrying, 
about   money.   Un�l   children   reach   their   late   teenage   years,   they   shouldn’t   “know”   about 
money,   it   doesn’t   ma�er   whether   the   parents   have   an   abundance,   or   a   shortage,   of   it.   The   same 
is   true   for   other   highly   s�mula�ng   events,   such   as   constant   vaca�ons,   and   purchasing 
electronic,   and   other   modern   “toys”,   that   are   common   in   many   households.   Remember, 
children   won’t   consider   what   they’re    told    is   important,   but   will   choose,   instead,   to   embrace 
what   they    see    as   being   important. 
  
6)    Children   have   to   see   that   their   parents   lives   are   about   Torah.    I   know   many   people   who   go 
to   Eretz   Yisroel   every   year   with   their   families.   I   only   know   of   a   few   men   who’ll   learn   for   ten 
hours   on   a   plane.   I   once   overheard   two   people   discussing   their   Shavuos   Yom   Tov.   One   asked   the 
other   how   much   he   learned.   He   responded   that   he   learned   35   Bla�   (70   pages   of   Gemoro).   The 
other   said   that   he   had   only   learned   30   Bla�,   but   also   gave   several   classes. 
  
I   know   both   of   those   families,   and   their   children   weren’t   impressed   with   those   achievements. 
Although   the   children   didn’t   learn   significant   amounts   on   Shavuos,   they   believe   that   their 
father’s   amounts   of   learning   are   the   norm   for   adults.   “Doesn’t   everyone   learn   30/35   hours 
(while   helping   their   wives,   and   babysi�ng)   on   Shavuos?” 
  
These   points   may   seem   overwhelming   to   parents,   par�cularly   the   last   one.   However,   following 
the   advice   in   this   ar�cle   will   certainly   transform   what   many   homes   “look”   like   at   this   moment. 
I’m   not   sugges�ng   that   every   family   adopt   these   life   altering   ideas,   and   certainly   not   all   at   once. 
I’m   sugges�ng   that   incorpora�ng   these   intangible   factors   will   significantly   increase   the   chances 
that   these   parents   will   have   more   successes   with   their   children. 
  
Please   contact    Thehillburncommunity@gmail.com    if   you’d   like   to   be   invited   to   the   coming   Rosh 
Chodesh   get   together. 
 



 
T he   author   can   be   contacted   at    shmuelgluck@areivim.com 

 
If   you   enjoyed   this   article   or   benefited   from   it,   please   consider   making   a   donation   to   Areivim 
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