
 

  )'ב' זכ( הנה נא זקנתי לא ידעתי יו� מותי

Behold I have become old and I do not know the day I will die  (27:2). 

The Zera Shimshon asks - why did Yitzchok Avinu have to add, "and I do 

not know the day I will die", this goes without saying since no one knows when 

they will die as the Gemara (Pesachim 54b) says that the day one will pass away 

one is hidden from humans? It seems superfluous for Yitzchak Avinu to have to 

add this? 

The Zera Shimshon answers with a Medrash Rabba (99:5) that says that 

Yitzchak Avinu wanted to reveal to Esav when Moshiach would come but Hashem 

did not allow him to. Based on this the Zera Shimshon suggests that since Yitzchak 

Avinu knew the date Moshiach would come, which is also something that humans 

to not know, he had to clarify that at the same time, he did not know the day he was 

supposed to die. 

The Zera Shimshon now asks a very intriguing question - why indeed is it 

that Hashem does not want a person to know when he will die?  

Some suggest that the reason is that were a person to know when he would 

die, many people would sin until close to their date of expiry and then would do 

Teshuva. 

The Zera Shimshon dismisses this idea since Hashem could have allowed 

people to know how long they were going to live but with a condition that if one 

sins he can be taken out of this world before his time and this would prevent many 

people from sinning. Therefore this reason does not suffice. 

To explain why Hashem choose not to humans how long they would live for, 

the Zera Shimshon offers the following explanation. 

The Shulchan Aruch (CH"M §341:1) rules that if one lends an item to his 

friend without making up how long he is lending it for, he can reclaim it at any time 

he desires. However, if they made up that the item would be lent for a certain 

amount of time, once the borrower (halachically) takes it, the owner may not 

demand it back before the agreed upon time. 

 Sometimes, if Hashem sees that a Tzaddik will sin, He removes the Tzaddik 

from this world before he falls, (this happened to Chanoch). As well, if a wicked 

persons sins too much, his own sins cause him to be removed from the world early. 

However, since our souls are lent to us by Hashem, if Hashem would allow a human 

to know how long he will live for, Hashem is essentially lending the person that soul 

for a certain time period. Then, if a circumstance would arise where Hashem would 

decide that for the benefit of the person or of the world, this individual must die, 

halacha would not allow it to happen, since the soul was loaned for a certain time 

period and cannot be taken back before then.  

 This is the reason that Hashem decided not to inform humans how long they 

would live so as not to be limited by the aforementioned halacha not allowing 

Hashem (כביכול) to change the date that a person's life should end when the 

circumstance arose. 
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Toldos 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 יה"ר שזכות רבינו הזרע שמשו� זיע"א יעמוד 
 פרנסה ברווח

 יהודה ב� שרה שיינדל
 שאול יחזקאל ב� שרה שיינדל

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 דניאלה אסתר בת מרי� יוטא
 לזכר נשמת
בנימי�' ריעקב יצחק ב�   

 


