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Terumah 5776-Hint, Please? 
 

In this week’s parsha Hashem instructs Moshe to relay to the Bnai Yisrael how the 

Mishkan and its vessels were to be constructed. This construction is explained in much 

detail, with the parsha mentioning many parts, together with amounts of said parts, and 

their dimensions. This would seem to be fertile ground for remez-finding hints in the 

(names of the objects and in their) numbers that correlate to other spiritual messages. And 

indeed the Mefarshim are replete with such remazim. What caught my eye, however, is that 

Targum Yonason Ben Uziel throughout the whole entire parsha only once presents us with 

a remez for a set of numbers. There were two sets of coverings to the Ohel Mo’aid. The 

lower covering consisted of 10 panels of wool/linen fabric. 5 of the panels were then sewn 

together as were the remaining 5, making two sets each of 5 panels. The upper covering 

was made up of 11 panels of goat-skin made into two sets, one of 5 panels sewn together, 

the other of 6. By the upper set Targum Yonason adds a remez, that the set of 5 panels 

represent the Five Books of the Torah and the 6 panel set represents the Six Books of 

Mishna. [The Midrash (Hagadol) gives the same remez as Targum Yonason, but it also 

offers a (obvious) remez for the lower covering, the two sets of 5 panels, namely they 

represent the Luchos, each of which had 5 statements upon them.] And that is it for Rebbe 

Yonason, by no other vessel or any other part of the structure does he give even a hint of a 

remez (pun intended). So, what is so special or unique about this 11-panel covering that it 

is the only place Targum deemed it necessary to add some depth to its numbers? 
 Perhaps we can say the following: Whenever Yidden are given by Hashem a highly 

concentrated level of Kedusha be it a specific venue, time or personality, the destructive 

force that exists, a.k.a. the Satan complains. He claims to Hashem that He has made an 

extremely uneven playing surface upon which to play the game known as Life. He noodges 

and nags saying he cannot excel anymore in his job as a subversive under such 

circumstances. What Hashem does to mollify the Satan is to throw him a bone. That is why 

on Yom Kippur the Satan is given the Azazel goat. And that is why, with the creation of the 

family tree which will eventually provide us with Mashiach, we find several unsavory 

unions. All little what-nots to keep the Satan happy The Mishkan was the official dwelling 

place of Hashem’s presence. Most definitely a place infused with a tremendous level of 

Kedusha-holiness. One can imagine that the Satan, who saw such a motherlode of kedusha 

and recognized that Bnai Yisrael had access to it, got totally bent out of shape, and did 

protest. And so Hashem threw him a tidbit, and that tidbit I believe was the 11-panel 

covering. The Yesod HaEmunah (see also Kedushas Levi, end of Mishpatim) tells us that 

the Satan is represented by the number 11. For if complete Kedusha is represented by 10 - 

a minyan, then destructive forces which envelop Kedusha [like a klipah-peel that envelopes 

a pree-fruit] will be 11. That is why the 11-panel covering of tumah in true form covers 

(and attempts to neutralize) the 10 panel covering of Kedusha. 
 Now we can understand the necessity of Targum Yonason to add remez to the 11- 

panel covering but nowhere else. He only felt a need to point out the remez at a location 



where one would be surprised to find one. But where one is expecting remez Targum knows 

we can figure it out ourselves. By all other places therefore, it was un-necessary for him to 

add remez to the numbers of dimension and parts. This is because the Mishkan was not 

only the meeting place for Hashem and Bnai Yisrael but was also a central warehouse for 

all the different kedushos that existed. Thus, every number and part automatically had 

remez to any other possible facet of Yiddishkiet.  Rebbe Yonason knew since remez is 

expected we could work it out (Try it. The six branches of the Menorah and the central 

seventh branch, anyone?). But there was one part with which he thought we might need his 

help. A part we would think was so bereft from Kedusha that even in the world of remez it 

had no Kedusha. And that part is the 11-panel covering. After all, it was the domain of the 

Satan. Comes Rebbe Yonason and tells us tis not so. Yes, we gave the Satan a bone 

allowing him to participate and to feel he has a foothold in the Mishkan. But there is no 

such thing that in Hashem’s dwelling place there is a part that is devoid of Kedusha. On 

the surface it might project tumah, but in remez it is still infused with huge dollops of 

holiness, yes, the Books of Torah and Mishna. 
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