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Devarim/Tisha B’Av 5777- Pointlessness 

 

In this week’s parsha Moshe reminds 

the Bnai Yisrael of the time that Hashem 

prohibited them from passing through the 

Land of Se’ir, without permission of its king. 

Se’ir was, as we know, inhabited by the 

progeny of Eisav, brother and avowed 

enemy of Yaakov. Hashem also instructed 

the Yidden to pay for any bread and water 

that they would consume. As the passuk 

says, ֵמִאָּתם ַּבֶּכֶסף ַוֲאַכְלֶּתם ְוַגם ַמִיםִּתְׁשְּברּו  ֹאֶכל 
ֵמִאָּתם ַּבֶּכֶסף ּוְׁשִתיֶתם: ִּתְכרּו  - “Food you shall buy from them with money, and you 

shall eat. Water, too, you shall buy from them with money, and you shall drink” 

(Devarim, 2:6). What is interesting is the rare words Hashem uses here for “buying”. 

The Hebrew word one would normally use is ותקנ , but here Hashem uses  תשברו &  
 instead. This needs an explanation. It is also interesting to note that the other תכרו

time the Torah uses the verb כרה when talking about an acquisition, is again with 

Eisav. Back in Beraishis (50:5) we are told that Yaakov acquired (כריתי) a burial 

plot in the Cave of Machpela, buying out Eisav from his claimed portion to that plot 

of land. Why specifically with Eisav is this verb כרה used ? 

 Perhaps we can suggest as follows: תכרו  &  שברות  have something in 

common, and that is that each one can be translated with opposite meanings. The 

verb   שבר  can mean “to break/smash”, and also “to acquire”. Breaking means to 

relinquish (care of) ownership, buying is the opposite. Regarding the verb  הכר , 

Rashi (Beraishis, 50:5) offers three ways to understand it a) To dig a hole. b) To 

buy. c) To make a mound. Again, two opposites, a hole and a mound.  
 The message is simple and true. Rebbi Shimon Bar Yochai tells us (see Rashi 

to Beraishis, 33:4) that Eisav (and those like him) have tremendous hatred for 

Yaakov (and those like him). This hatred is what we call today anti-Semitism. A 

Yid must realize that any approach that he might take in an attempt to defuse and 

neutralize that hatred, is an act of futility. If he acquires in the name of friendship 

and relationship, the Haters will look as if he is smashing. If he offers a mound it 

will be looked as if he dug a gaping hole. We can bend over backwards, it will be 

taken as a gesture of lunging forward. That is the nature of the beast. 
 In addition, the verb carries  כרה carries another lesson in Antisemitism. 

Rebbe Abba (Megilla 13b-14a) gives an analogy to the unholy alliance between two 



of history’s greatest anti-Semites, Achashverosh & Haman. He says it was akin to 

two men, one who had an ugly mound of earth in his yard, the other an ugly crater. 

One day they met, and upon hearing each other’s dilemma, made an alliance, where 

the mound owner happily gave his soil to the crater with which to fill his hole. The 

Gateshead Rosh Hayeshiva, Rav Leib Gurwitz zt”l (as heard from Rabbi Isaac 

Bernstein zt”l) explains that there are two types of anti-Semites. There are those 

who looks at Yidden as a mound. They look at us with jealousy, as if we are way 

successful than themselves. The other looks down at Bnai Yisrael, as if we are 

inferior, below ground, a crater to society.  
 Now we can understand the language used by Hashem when discussing 

interaction with the Eisavs of the world. Lest we think that our actions of 

rapprochement and mentschlichkiet with them will be taken favorably, we should 

realize this is not so. We think we have gained respect and acceptance, the opposite 

is true. Mounds are viewed as craters and acquisitions will be seen as acts of 

ruination. We can install metal detectors on the Temple Mount to increase safety, 

the world will look at it as an act of aggression, etc.  etc. ad nauseum. 
  

 Yeah, Galus is tough. More reason to give it our all this coming Tisha B’av. 

The gates of tears are never closed. Let’s shed a tear or two over our plight, and all 

the more over Hashem’s plight. He, too, is misunderstood, maligned and vilified r”l.  
 And may we merit the ultimate opposite, 
 Venehafoch Hu!  

 

 

Have a great Shabbos, 
 

Rabbi Nosson Greenberg 

Rav, Khal Machzikei Torah Far Rockaway, NY 

ravgreenbergkmt@gmail.com 

 

Be sure to catch my weekly Chumash Shiur on Torahanytime.com 
 

 

 


