
Parshas Balak-ויעמוד במקום צר 

Nowhere to Go 

Bilam tried mightily to control his donkey’s erratic movements. Finally, he found himself boxed in on a 

narrow lane, fenced in on both sides by the thick foliage. The way before him was blocked by the 

fearsome Malach. How will he get out of this? There are times when a person feels that that he or she is 

stuck in a “Matzav” with nowhere to go. What we may not realize is that the Ribono shel Olam works out 

the details of each and every person’s destiny, even before we are born, along with all the Malochim and 

logistics to guide us to our fate and intended course. 

When nothing seems to be working, it is time to stubbornly push on. You cannot allow the Yetzer Hara 

of hopelessness and futility to take control. The Ribono shel Olam is on your side. If it isn’t going easy, 

then it is time to draw closer to the Eibishter with greater effort in Torah, Tefilla and Gemilas Chasodim, 

to arouse Divine Mercy on your behalf. 

Shidduchim feels to many like that narrow path. Either nothing is happening or there are too many to 

choose from. Even when a Shidduch is in the process, it is often difficult to do the math that will help the 

boy or girl make the right decision. Once it’s a Mazeltov, the financial burden becomes a crisis in itself. 

Chazal darshened the Pasuk in Tehilim – אלוקים מושיב יחידים ביתה מוציא אסירים בכושרות, on Shidduchim. 

Hashem settles single people in the homes that were meant for them, He releases those imprisoned in 

the chains of their “Matzav”. R’ Yitzchok Zilbershtein Shlit”a, mentioned a related Chazal. בכושרות is a 

combination of בכי and שירות. Shidduchim are a path that is paved with plenty of celebrations to sing 

 crying from hardship and challenges, strewn along the – בכי about. There are also obstacles of שירות

way. The Ribono shel Olam has that path all mapped out when He is מכריז בת פלוני לפלוני. The solutions 

and rescue from those obstacles come built in to the package. Open your eyes and see the Malach right 

in front of you. You are not alone. 

Rabbi Dovid Ashear Shlit”a, author of Living Emunah, related the story of the daughter of a well to do 

and upstanding London family. She was an excellent, wonderful girl and had her pick of the best and 

brightest young men. Yet, she was now twenty eight and she could not found the right one for her. Any 

new proposals were greeted by her parents with skepticism and the Shadchonim had pretty much given 

up. All her friends were married with children of their own. A new housekeeper of theirs approached the 

mother one day. She had been working in their house for only a few weeks. Prior to that, she had worked 

for another very nice Jewish family that lived in the neighborhood. Seeing the plight of their daughter and 

having had the chance to get to know how nice her new employers were, she had an idea. The other 

family had a fine, learned son who was already thirty years old and also having a hard time finding his 

match. Maybe… 

The mother was appalled. Is this what it has come to? They have to rely on a cleaning lady to dig up a 

Shidduch? Still, they did make inquiries. It turns out that they lived only four blocks away and had many 

common resources for information. He was an outstanding Bachur and the family was on their standard 

of Ehrlichkeit and standing in the community. The proposal was made and not long after, they were 

engaged. The Kallah’s father tearfully gave thanks to Hashem by the Vort. After ten years and hundreds 

of suggestions of boys many miles away and even overseas, suggested by expert Shadchonim, 

Rabbonim, friends and family, it took a cleaning lady who just started working for them to point them in 



the right direction – right in their own back yard!. Clearly, the Eibishter is in charge. Nothing will happen 

till it has to happen. No amount of effort or frustration can resolve an issue without Hashem’s direction, 

 The Seforno says on the Pasuk describing how Yosef HaTzadik was suddenly .והרבה שלוחים יש למקום

rushed out of prison after long, hard years of incarceration, הנעשית כמו רגע' כדרך כל תשועת ה – another 

example of the way Hashem brings His salvation, in an instant. It is not the amount of time someone has 

been going out or not going out. When the time comes, that Hashem has preordained, it will happen in 

an instant. כהרף עין' ישועת ה . 

Not just for Shidduchim. Whatever impasse you find yourself in, open your eyes and see the Malach, 

there to guide and protect you. Realize that your path is set and the Eibishter is right there with you and 

always has been. Mazel and Brocho. 

Have a wonderful Shabbos and טובה בשעה , yk 
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Thursday, Parshas Balak- 12 Tamuz 

Rabbeinu Yaakov ben Asher, the Baal Haturim (1340), son of the Rosh. The many commentators on 

the Tur include those of Rav Yosef Karo (the Beis Yosef), Rav Moshe Isserles (Darkei Moshe), Rav Yoel 

Sirkes (The Beis Chadash), Rav Yehoshua Falk (Derishah uPerishah), and Rav Yosef Escapa (the Rosh 

Yosef), who deals with only a part of the work. The Chida comments that without a proper study of the 

Tur and its commentaries, one cannot begin to determine halachah.  

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Balak – 14 Tamuz 

Earliest Shabbos of the year in the Southern Hemisphere 

Rav Yaakov Halevi Ruderman, (1901-1987) Rosh Yesiva of Ner Israel, Baltimore. Born on Shushan 

Purim in 1901 in Dolhinov, Russia; studied in Yeshivas Knesset Yisrael in 

Slobodka, then headed by Rav Nosson Zvi Finkel (the Alter) and Rav Moshe 

Mordechai Epstein. Among his colleagues in Slobodka were Rav Reuven 

Grozovsky; Rav Ruderman's first cousin, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky; Rav 

Aharon Kotler; Rav Yitzchak Hutner; In ~1926, Rav Ruderman published his 

only written work, Avodas Halevi. In 1930, Rav Ruderman joined his father-

in-law, Rav Sheftel Kramer, at the latter's yeshiva in Cleveland. In 1933, Rav 

Ruderman moved to Baltimore and founded the Ner Israel yeshiva, leading 

that yeshiva for 54 years until his passing. His death in 1987 followed less than one-and-a-half years 

after the passing of Rav Kaminetzky and Rav Moshe Feinstein. Posthumously, Rav Ruderman's students 

have published two volumes of his teachings: Sichos Levi contains mussar/ethical insights based on the 

weekly parashah, while Mas'as Levi contains lectures on the 19th century work Minchas Chinuch and 

other Tamudic and halachic insights. 

Sunday, Parshas Pinchos – 15 Tamuz 

Rav Chaim ben Atar, the Or HaChaim Hakadosh, (1696-1743). Born into a well-respected family in 

Sali, Morocco, Rav Chaim spent his early years learning with his grandfather, whose name he shared. 

Rav Chaim's dream was to go to Israel. With 30 followers he arrived in Israel, four days before Rosh 

HaShanah in 1742 and settled in Acco. Rav Chaim and his students spent Yom Kippur in the cave of 

Eliyahu HaNavi on Mount Carmel. Purim was spent in Tzfat and Miron, where a great deal of time was 



spent studying the holy Zohar. On the 15th of Elul of 1743, Rav Chaim finally arrived in Jerusalem with 

his group. He immediately established a yeshiva called Knesses Yisrael and second secretive yeshiva 

for the study of Kabbalah. One of his new students was Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai, the Chida, who 

at that time was only 18 years old. 

Rav Aryeh Leib Ginzberg, the Shaagas Aryeh (1695-1785). Born in Pinsk, he was the son of Rav 

Asher, Av Beis Din of Pinsk. When he was still young, his family moved to Minsk. A widow in the city 

had a complete set of the Shas in her home and would loan masechtos to any talmid chacham who 

needed them. When Aryeh Leib was still a child, he borrowed masechtos from her. Thus, every day, he 

would complete one masechta, and then ask her to exchange it for a different one. In 1725, when he 

was only thirty, Rav Aryeh Leib was invited to serve as the Rosh Yeshivah of Minsk, but the laypersons 

forced him out, since he was unashamed to rebuke them when he felt that it was necessary. Shortly 

afterwards, he was invited to serve as Rav of Volozhin (where he authored Shaagas Aryeh), and later 

in Metz, Germany. Prior to his petirah, the Shaagas Aryeh made a siyum of Shas, which he had 

reviewed one thousand times during his lifetime.  
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