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The Haftorah for Parshas Vaeschanan begins נחמו נחמו עמי יאמר אלקיכם – Comfort, comfort, my 
people, says your G-d (Yeshayahu 40:1). When we reflect upon this pasuk, we discover something amazing. 
The Alshich HaKadosh writes that it is well-known that the reason Hashem destroyed the Beis HaMikdash 
was to take out His wrath on wood and stones by destroying a physical edifice rather than destroying us. 
The Temple was Hashem’s dwelling place in this world, yet He demolished His personal house to save us 
from destruction, even though it was our sins that caused the destruction of both Temples. 

 In such a case, who needs to comfort who? Isn’t it us who need to comfort Hashem because it was 
our sins that caused Him to destroy His dwelling place, and now He is left without a house in this world? 
The honor of His glory and splendor was taken away, and His name is desecrated among the nations of the 
world. 

 However, we find just the opposite: “Comfort, comfort, my people, says your G-d.” It is Hashem 
Who is comforting us. The Alshich explains that this is due to His never-ending love for us. This love is 
completely beyond our comprehension and pierces all boundaries, to the extent that He comforts us for His 
suffering, when we should be comforting Him for the burning of His palace that was caused by our sins. 
Not only this, but He comforts us twice – נחמו נחמו – for the destruction of both the first Temple and the 
second. 

 What is the content of Hashem’s message of consolation to us? “Comfort, comfort my people, says 
your G-d.” Hashem is revealing to us that in spite of the fact that our sins caused the destruction of His 
house and we continue to commit those very sins (as it still has not been rebuilt), He still refers to us as עמי 
– My nation, and He still remains אלקיכם – your G-d. This is His message of consolation, that in spite of 
our sins, He does not abandon His people, and He still calls His name upon us. 

 In other words, the actual content of Hashem’s consolation is His love for us. Only such 
unconditional love can comfort a person who is suffering. If we could absorb even the smallest amount of 
Hashem’s love for us, we would find comfort in every situation that life presents us. In whatever 
circumstances a person finds himself, he should recognize that the consolation for his suffering is already 
present, and it is incumbent upon him to simply open his eyes and feel the comforting love emanating from 
His Father in Heaven. 
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