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י, ציד י; לֹא ָיַדְעתיִּ יֹום מֹותיִּ ְוַעָתה ָשא-ָנא ֵכֶליָך, ֶתְלְיָך ְוַקְשֶתָך; ְוֵצא, ַהָשֶדה, ְוצּוָדה לִּ ֵנה-ָנא ָזַקְנתִּ  ַויֹאֶמר, הִּ

ֶטֶרם ָאמּות )כז ב( י, בְּ שִׁ ָך נַּפְּ ָבֶרכְּ ֲעבּור תְּ ֹאֵכלהָ  בַּ יוְּ יָאה לִׁ ָהבִׁ י, וְּ תִׁ בְּ ֲאֶשר ָאהַּ ים כַּ מִׁ עַּ טְּ י מַּ ֲעֵשה-לִׁ  וַּ

In this week’s Parsha, we find an interesting request by Yitzchok to Eisav. He asks him to prepare delicacies 

“so that my soul can bless youbefore I die”. The question is obvious, why was it necessary for Yitzchok to 

satisfy himself with a meal in order to bless Eisav. Additionally, the wording Yitzchok uses is  ִּא ָיַדְעתיִּ יֹום מֹותי ֹ  ל

I did not know the day of my death, in the past tense, should have been,לֹא אדע יֹום מֹותי translated I do not 

know the day of my death, in the present tense. What message is the Pasuk teaching us with this choice of 

words? 

The Bnei Yissaschar in his Igra D’Kala explains the connection between Yitzchok’s request for delicacies and 

the giving of the Brachos in the following way. Yitzchok wanted to ensure that the Shechinah and Ruach 

HaKodesh would rest upon him so that the Brachos he gave would be given in a state that they would be 

fulfilled. He explains that the Shechinah rests upon the Tzadikim specifically when they are in a state of 

happiness and being in a state of depression and sadness restrains them from reaching greater heights in their 

Avodas Hashem and Ruach Hakodesh
1
. The Gemara in Brachos 5a tells us a person should always attempt to 

agitate his Yetzer HoRa with his Yetzer Tov and the Gemara details a list of tactics to use in the event that a 

particular method isn’t able to conquer the Yetzer HoRa. The Gemara concludes,but if he isn’t successful he 

should remind himself of his day of death which the Gemara says is a well- known remedy to save one from 

the YetzerHoRa
2
. The Bnei Yissaschar explains that reminding oneself of the day of death is clearly a last 

resort and only to be used when all other options have been exhausted to fight the Yetzer HoRa since this is 

likely to leave one with sadness and fear, leading down a path where one will be unable to serve Hashem with 

happiness. Serving Hashem through Yiras Haonesh, fear of retribution or punishment is not the ideal. The 

optimal way to serve Hashem is through Yiras Horemomus, fear of Hashem’s greatness, the ultimate level of 

fear (fear of the Divine majesty). This means, an awe, amazement, veneration and humility before the 

greatness of Hashem which in itself serves as a deterrent from sin. 

Yitzchok served Hashem with Yirah but never with Yiras Haonesh, fear of punishment. His recognition of 

Hashem’s greatness allowed him to serve with Yiras Haromemus. This says the Bnei Yissaschar was in effect 

his request to Eisav to gladden his heart with delicacies so that he would bless his children in a state of 

happiness and with the Shechinah and Ruach HaKodesh resting upon him. This is what Yitzchok meant when 

he said to Eisav in the past tense,לֹא ָיַדְעתיִּ יֹום מֹותי, I did not know the day of my death; “I have never served 
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)ירושלמי סוכה ה,א( אין רוח הקודש שורה אלא על לב שמח  
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  א"ר לוי בר חמא אמר ר"ש בן לקיש לעולם ירגיז אדם יצר טוב על יצר הרע שנאמר

רגזו ואל תחטאו. אם נצחו מוטב ואם לאו יעסוק בתורה שנאמר אמרו בלבבכ אם נצחו מוטב ואם לאו יקרא קריאת שמע 

 שנאמרעל משכבכם אם נצחו מוטב ואם לאו יזכור לו יום המיתה שנאמר ודומו סלה
 



Hashem through fear of punishment or death so please Eisav go and prepare for me delicacies so that my 

Brachos are given in a state of happiness”, and with a continued Yiras Haromemus. 

This may also explain why earlier in the Pesukim the Torah tells us
3
 Yitzchok loved Eisav “Ki Tzayid  Bpiv” 

and Rivkah loved Yaakov. The Torah doesn’t tell us why Rivka loved Yaakov. The answer may be since it’s 

obvious why a parent would love Yakkov and clearly Yitzchok did so as well. After allYaakov was the ideal 

child, the Ish Tam Yosheiv Ohalim. Rather the Torah specifies Yitzchok’s love for Eisav because he 

particularly loved Eisav for his ability to be Tzayid Bpiv and keep him in a state of Simcha which kept the 

Shechinah and Ruach HaKodesh resting upon himself. This idea is also alluded to in the wording of the Pasuk 

“Ki Tzayid B’Piv”Yitzchok loved Eisav because It was with Yitzchok’s “mouth” that ate from Eisav’s 

trappings that enabled Yitzchok to bless with his “mouth” given that the Shechinah was with him. 

Dovid HaMelech in Tehillim 86 asked of Hashem הורני ה' דרכך אהלך באמתך יחד לבבי ליראהשמך. Dovid asked 

teach me Your ways, that I will go in Your truth, give me an undivided heart (or unite my heart) so I may fear 

Your name. The word יחד can also mean joy as in ויחד יתרו and Yisro rejoiced. Perhaps David was asking 

make my heart joyful so that I may fear Your name with Yiras Horememus. 

Good Shabbos 
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ְבָקה, ֹאֶהֶבת ֶאת-ַיֲעֹקב יו; ְורִּ ד ְבפִּ י-ַציִּ ְצָחק ֶאת-ֵעָשו, כִּ  .ַוֶיֱאַהב יִּ


