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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT YITRO 5777

SHABBAT AND KIBUD AV VA'EM

I believe the Ten Commandments, which we will read about this Shabbos, can be broken down

into three sections. The first three commandments focus on the Creator Himself - there are no

other gods, we must honor His Name and anything else has no meaning.

The final section focuses on how the creatures behave towards one another - we can't take a

person's  life,  his  wife,  we may not sell  him into slavery,  we mustn't  do anything that  would

force him to give up his assets, and we may not steal either directly or by exerting some form of

influence.

The  middle  two  mitzvoth  -  Shabbos  and  honoring  our  parents  -  focus  on  the  relationship

between the Creator and the creation. The first of these is Shabbos - Shabbos is testimony that

Hashem created the world in six days. For this reason we are commanded to rest on Shabbos

and  desist  from  labor.  We  must  believe  that  Hashem  created  the  world  in  six  days  out  of

nothing. Many ask, if the world is only 5777 years old why are there so many bones and fossils

that seem to indicate otherwise? Furthermore, why are there stars that are so many light years

away?

I would say that these questions do not pose a difficulty at all. Let's compare this to one who

makes a sculpture in the shape of a seventy year old man. The man has white hair, his fingers
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like they've been through many years of  hard work.  If  I  were to show this  sculpture to two

people and ask how old the man in the sculpture is, and one of them answers "one day old" and

the other answers "seventy years old" - which of them is right? The answer is their both right.

One of them is focusing on the actual age of the sculpture, which was just created yesterday,

and the other is focusing on the age that it  appears to be -  the man in the picture has the

appearance of a seventy year old man.

The true age of the world is 5777 years, however it has the appearance of being much older,

perhaps even millions of years old - like the sculpture. A simple proof for this is the creation of

Adam Harishon. On the day that he was created, Hakadosh Baruch Hu was already looking for a

shidduch  for  him -  have  you  ever  heard  of  a  one-day  old  baby  looking  for  a  shidduch?  He

doesn't need a shidduch, he needs milk. The answer is that he was created as a twenty year

old. Chava too was married as soon as she was created. The creation was created already a

certain age. One who gets paid by the hour would rather take millions of years  creating the

world, Hashem isn't paid - if He can create a world in six days, why should He spend millions of

years creating it.

Chazal in fact ask the opposite question: the world was created in ten sayings, if Hashem can

create the world out of nothing, why did He need ten sayings, why was one not sufficient? He

could simply have said: "let there be world" and the world would have been created. I would like

to ask a similar question, if He can create the world out of nothing why did He spend six days

creating the world and not create the entire world in one day. Although none of us can begin to

understand Hashem's reasons, perhaps we can suggest that if the world was created in only one

day then every day would be either Shabbos or Erev Shabbos. If so, when would there be full

days  of  learning  in  Yeshivos  and  when  would  the  working  force  be  able  to  work?  Hashem

therefore created the world in six days so that there would be full days of learning in Yeshiva

and so that people would be able to work for a living.

The other mitzvah that falls under this category is the mitzvah of honoring our parents. Hashem

seemingly  made one's  parents  as partners  in the creation.  I  say seemingly  because Hashem

doesn't need any help, He made it as if they're involved in the creation.

The Haredim writes that it's not enough to honor our parents because Hashem commanded us

to, but we must honor our parents because we must view them as very important people. Can it

be  that  everyone's  parents  are  very  important  -  does  this  mean  that  each  person  is  very

important? The answer is  that  each person has  their  role  in  this  world  and are  important  in

some way. The Jewish nation has been compared to stars - we don't know how many stars there

are, but the pasuk says: "He counts the number of the stars, to all of the He assigns names"

(Tehillim 147:4). What does it mean to give the stars names? It means that every star has a

role, we may not know what that is but every star has its function.

Every Jew has their role in this world and in his role he is indeed a very important person. We

honor our mother and father as a way of understanding that they are truly great people and

that everyone in the world in their own way are great. Hashem promised Avraham Avinu that

his offspring would be like the stars. The simple understanding is that they will be as numerous

as the stars. I would like to suggest another way of understanding this - when you look at a star

it seems very small. The truth is that some of the stars are so vast that they are bigger than the

sun, certainly bigger than the earth. Similarly, a person at first glance appears to be very small,

we can't possibly measure his greatness. The mitzvah of honoring our parents teaches us that

they and every Jew are great people. We must especially honor our parents, the partners in our

creation.
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