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Ki Sisa 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

 לזכות רפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 ציפורה בת יהודית
 לזווג הגו במהרה

 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל
 להצלחת

ר נחו� צבי ב רחל"הג  
חמותונשועות יובות טשורות ב  

  )'וכ, 'לא( שמרו בני ישראל את השבתו

And the Jewish people shall observe the Shabbos

The Gemara (Shabbos 118a) says whoever takes pleasure in 

reward without borders.’ 

Zera Shimshon explains this puzzling statement by first asking the 

following questions 

If the Gemara is referring to material reward, how can someone merit a 

that has no boundaries? Even if the person would receive the entire world

he would still be receiving something with boundaries. As well, there are many 

people that take pleasure in Shabbos. How then can each one get a reward without 

? If the Gemara is referring to the eventual reward in the world to come, 

all the reward in the world to come, not only the reward 

and without boundaries? 

The Zera Shimshon explains this Gemara as follows:

Ideally, Hashem wants to bestow good to every person without

boundaries. However, due to a person’s lack of merit and his indulgence in worldly 

, strict judgment holds back that good and limits it to 

would want to bestow upon that person. This is part of how Hashem created the 

world to run. 

The power of the prosecution only gains strength when a person follows his 

and pursues worldly pleasures. On the other hand, when a person works to 

benefit his soul and serve Hashem, the forces that prosecute against him

Hashem’s goodness, cannot cause anything to be held back from him. 

(Obviously, even within this rule, there are many aspects that we cannot understand 

since only Hashem knows the secrets of how He truly runs 

The Zohar (Vayakhel 93b) says, that on Shabbos the forces of evil hide 

they ‘rest’ on Shabbos. 

This is what the aforementioned Gemara means to teach. 

specifically says that one who ‘takes pleasure’ in Shabbos merits a borderless reward,

as opposed to saying, one who ‘keeps’ Shabbos etc. The Gemara means to imply that 

even though on Shabbos, one enjoys it through eating and drinking, which reg

would be considered chasing worldly pleasures, still, this does not give the 

prosecutors power over him (when done properly and with 

limit the good that Hashem wishes to bestow upon him. 

Therefore, the usual forces that would try to minimi

should receive for keeping Shabbos since he also enjoyed it with physical pleasures, 

have no power. Thus, his reward will be without the usual borders that the accusing 

angels try to limit his reward to. 

In other words, according to the Zera Shimshon, the Gemara doesn’t mean 

 merit a limitless reward, rather, his reward will be 

the usual borders attached by the prosecuting forces.  



Zera Shimshon says that when a person prepares for Shabbos and awaits 

 each and every week, he rectifies many souls that need rectification

did not atain their rectification while they where alive! 
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