
 הכהנים והעם העומדים בעזרה
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The Torah in Parshas Acharei-Mos commands the kohen gadol to take the animals for the special Yom 
Kippur sacrifices מאת עדת בני ישראל (“from the congregation of the Children of Israel” – 16:5), and Rashi 
explains this to mean, משל צבור – the animals were purchased from public funds.   
 
The Tiferes Shlomo1 raised the question of why this was necessary to be mentioned.  After all, every 
public sacrifice offered in the Beis Ha’mikdash was purchased with public funds.  What, then, does Rashi 
mean when he says, משל צבור? 
 
Helping the Kohen Gadol 
 
To answer this question, the Tiferes Shlomo notes the description in our Yom Kippur tefila of the people 
standing in the courtyard of the Beis Ha’mikdash on Yom Kippur: והכהנים והעם העומדים בעזרה (“and the 
kohanim and the people that stood in the courtyard”).  Rav Yeshaya of Przedborz2 explained this to 
mean that the people stood in prayer to help (עזרה) the kohen gadol and ensure that his service would 
be lovingly accepted by HKB”H.  Although the kohen gadol was a man of superior spiritual stature, 
nevertheless, he was able to approach HKB”H only through the power and with the assistance of Am 
Yisrael.  This is also the meaning of the Gemara’s comment (Yoma 18a), גדלהו משל אחיו (the kohanim 
were to give the kohen gadol money so he would be wealthy).  The גדלות (greatness) of the kohen gadol 
stemmed from אחיו, from the efforts of Klal Yisrael who assisted him to ensure the success of his service 
in the Mikdash. 
 
The Tiferes Shlomo proceeds to cite a similar remark by Rav Menachem Mendel of Riminov3 in 
explaining the Gemara’s comment in Maseches Sota (35b), הארון נושא את נושאיו – “The ark carried those 
who carried it.”  Rav Menachem Mendel explained that this refers to the tzaddik of the generation who 
is able to “carry” and elevate the people, but only if they also work to “carry” him, through their efforts. 
 
On this basis, the Tiferes Shlomo explained the pasuk, מאת עדת בני ישראל.  The word עדת alludes to דעת 
(“knowledge”), referring to the fact that the kohen gadol entered the sanctuary to perform the Yom 
Kippur service with the help of the דעת of the people.  The Tiferes Shlomo adds that this is also the 
meaning of the first pasuk of Parshas Acharei-Mos which describes the death of Nadav and Avihu with 
the words, בקרבתם לפני ה' וימותו (“when they approached before G-d, and then died”).  They entered 
the sanctuary to perform the avoda on their own, with their own power, rather than through the power 
of the people, and so they perished. 
 
 עבדי עובדא דאהרון
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This insight of the Tiferes Shlomo brings to mind the comments of the Maggid of Kozhnitz4 in his work 
Avodas Yisrael, which the Pnai Menachem5 would frequently cite.  The Gemara in Maseches Yoma (71b) 
tells that once, as the kohen gadol left the Beis Ha’mikdash, all the people followed him to show him 
honor.  The people then saw Shemaya and Avtalyon, the leading sages of the time, and they left the 
kohen gadol to be in the presence of these great rabbis.  When Shemaya and Avtalyon later came to 
greet the kohen gadol, he insulted them, saying, “The sons of other nations have come to greet me.”  
(Rashi explains that this refers to the fact that Shemaya and Avtalyon descended from converts.)  
Shemaya and Avtalyon replied, “Let the sons of other nations come to greet you, who act like Aharon, 
rather than the sons of Aharon who do not act like Aharon.”  Rashi explains that Shemaya and Avtalyon 
described themselves as “acting like Aharon” because they pursued peace, as Aharon did.  The Maggid 
noted, however, that it seems difficult to understand why Shemaya and Avtalyon would point 
specifically to this quality as the reason why they were of a higher stature than this envious kohen gadol. 
 
The Maggid explained that this kohen gadol, who was clearly flawed and morally deficient, was able to 
enter the קדש הקדשים and perform the service on Yom Kippur only through the merit of Shemaya and 
Avtalyon, the greatest tzaddikim of the generation.  Shemaya and Avtalyon therefore admonished the 
kohen gadol that he should not pride himself and expect honor, because they are the ones who are 
     who enable the kohen gadol, the descendant of Aharon to perform his service.6 – עבדי עובדא דאהרון
 
“The Essence of Chassidus” 
 
I heard my grandfather 7זיע"א tell many times the story of our ancestor, the Me’or Einayim 8זיע"א, who 
was once joined for Shabbos by his closest chasidim.  Over the course of that Shabbos, they ascended to 
great spiritual heights, and so when Shabbos ended and it was time for them to return home, they felt 
despondent.  They knew that they were able to achieve the great heights they had reached that 
Shabbos due solely to the power of their great rebbe, and they were distressed knowing that now as 
they were returning home they would no longer have this opportunity.  They longed for the time when 
they would be able to return and once again spend Shabbos with their rebbe and experience the same 
spiritual ascent.  At those very same moments, the Me’or Einayim sat in his room and reflected upon the 
fact that the elevation he experienced over the course of that Shabbos was due solely to the power of 
his disciples who had come to be with him.  He wished that they would return for another Shabbos so 
they could once again experience this special elevation. 
 
When my grandfather would tell this story, his eyes would fill with tears, and he would say,  דאס איז די

ידותסענ'ס פון חס  – “This is the essence of chassidus.”  The root and essence of chassidus is the rebbe and 
his chassidim spending time together and helping each other grow. 
 
 גר בארצכם
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The Torah commands in Parshas Kedoshim (19:33), וכי יגור אתך גר בארצכם לא תונו אותו – “If a foreigner 
resides among you in your land, do not oppress him.”  The Sifsei Tzaddik9 raises the question of why the 
Torah speaks of a foreigner who resides בארצכם, in Eretz Yisrael.  Clearly, this law does not apply only in 
Eretz Yisrael.  Why, then, does the Torah here warn against mistreating specifically גר בארצכם – “a 
foreigner in your land”? 
 
The Sifsei Tzadik suggests that the Torah perhaps alludes here to the fact that foreigners who join Am 
Yisrael are not granted a share of Eretz Yisrael.  One might have assumed that since the Torah denied 
foreigners a portion, it is permissible also to oppress and take advantage of them.  The Torah therefore 
emphasized that although the foreigner lives בארצכם, in our land, where he cannot receive a permanent 
holding, it is nevertheless forbidden to cause him distress. 
 
This conveys an important lesson for all of us, instructing that even though we have special gifts 
bestowed upon us by HKB”H, such as talents, character traits or distinguished family connections, we 
must not, Heaven forbid, boast or feel superior to others who have not received these gifts.  To the 
contrary, we are to make a point of bonding with each and every member of Am Yisrael, and in this way 
we will elevate ourselves. 
 
This is especially relevant during the period of sefiras ha’omer, during which Rabbi Akiva’s 24,000 
students perished מפני שלא נהגו כבוד זה לזה – “because they did not treat one another with respect.”  
The way to correct their mistake is by ensuring to show respect, love and affection to every one of our 
fellow Jews.  We must remember that the ability of any individual to grow and elevate himself in avodas 
Hashem stems from the power of the klal, of the entire nation, and thus it is by respecting and bonding 
with all our fellow Jews that we can succeed in lifting ourselves higher in the service of Hashem. 
 

 הוקדש לעילוי נשמת

 האשה החשובה מרת יוטל ע"ה

 בת הרה"ח ר' אלעזר אליהו הכהן ז"ל

 נלב"ע ט"ז אייר תשע"ד

 

 ע"י בנה דר' הרה"ח ר' אלעזר אליהו פרנצלאו הי"ו
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