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As heard from Rav Moshe Sternbuch 
Transcribed by Rabbi Daniel Yaakov Travis 

Continued Attacks 

The attacks on Jews continue almost daily here in Eretz Yisrael. 

While the halachah obligates us to take every precaution to guard 

our lives, other than locking ourselves in our homes, there is 

almost nothing we can do. Every time a person leaves his home, he 

must take into account that he might not return. 

During these times, we are obligated to examine our deeds and 

look for a possible cause for these terrorist attacks. On an 

individual level, everyone must make a personal accounting, 

searching for transgressions that he needs to rectify, and he must 

take action immediately. 

No one should think that his personal avodah is too insignificant 

and that it will not effect what is happening. The Rambam (Hilchos 

Teshuvah 3:4) has already directed us regarding the proper outlook 

that every Jew is meant to have: 

A person should view his life all year long as if his merits [for his 

mitzvos] and his guilt [for his sins] are exactly balanced, and that 

a single mitzvah could tilt the scales in his favor. Likewise, he 

should view the entire world as if it is exactly balanced in this way, 

and that his mitzvah could tilt the entire world toward favorable 

judgment. 

Both on a personal and on a national level, it is clear that we need 

to invest effort into achieving peace between one Jew and another. 

Working on this area will have the dual effect of helping to hasten 

to coming of Mashiach and ending this daily violence against the 

Jews in Eretz Yisrael. 

Let us look at some issues that are preventing us from achieving 

this goal. 
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Hillel and Korach 

The mishnah in Pirkei Avos (5:17) states: 

Any dispute that is l’shem Shamayim will endure. The prototype of 

such a case is the halachic debates between Hillel and Shamai. 

Any dispute caused by desires that are not l’shem Shamayim will 

not remain in place. The classic example of this is the machlokes of 

Korach and his followers. 

On a simple level, the mishnah is teaching us that if the parties 

involved in a dispute have noble intentions, then Hashem will give 

both sides lasting legitimacy. Since the rule is “eileh v’eileh divrei 

Elokim chaim,” and they are both “right,” there is no need to end 

such a dispute. Only when either or both parties fight for their own 

selfish needs, such as in the case of Korach and his followers, does 

Hashem need to “intervene” and end the dispute. 

However, there is another way we can understand this mishnah. 

Sometimes one or both parties are “l’shem Shamayim”; that is, 

they are convinced that they have “righteous intentions.” When 

these feelings exist, the dispute between them could go on 

indefinitely and might never be resolved. 

In truth, both sides may be mistaken. Yet their confidence in the 

belief that their intentions are good prevents them from analyzing 

the situation objectively. Without the honesty necessary for them 

to reconsider their motives, there is little hope that such a dispute 

can be resolved. 

It is worth noting that if so many Jews are being injured and killed 

as a result of the numerous disputes that exist within Klal Yisrael, 

we must reevaluate our perspective on the situation. If we were 

really 100 percent l’shem Shamayim in all of our disputes, perhaps 

we would enjoy the blessing of sofo l’hiskayem (literally, “he will 

survive”), meaning that we would not be seeing so many Jews 

attacked daily. 
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Anyone who is involved in a machlokes must ask himself, “Am I 

really involved in this l’shem Shamayim, as were Hillel and 

Shamai? Perhaps I think I am l’shem Shamayim, but really I am 

like Korach and his followers.” If we are honest with ourselves, in 

the overwhelming majority of cases we will see that the latter is 

true. 

The Baal HaTanya 

During the period when the movement of Chassidus was beginning 

to spread, there was great opposition to it. Since this was a new 

movement in Klal Yisrael, many people were afraid of what it 

would lead to. It was for this reason that the opponents of the 

Chassidim were called misnagdim – literally, “the opposition” – 

for they fought vehemently against them. 

However, the Baal HaTanya’s work was l’shem Shamayim. He 

saw that Klal Yisrael needed something, and he used his strength to 

try to establish this through Chassidus. For that reason the mishnah 

was fulfilled and Chassidus was “sofo l’hiskayem.” 

The Baal HaTanya once remarked that as far as he was concerned, 

he was ready to accept Mashiach whoever he might be, whether he 

was a chassid or not. We must follow in his ways, and accept that 

there are other G-d-fearing Jews whose ideologies differ from ours. 

Otherwise, it is as if we are telling Hashem that this group is 

unworthy of producing someone who could be Mashiach. 

Eliyahu Hanavi 

Now is an opportune time for Mashiach to come, but we must bear 

in mind that there is no guarantee that he will come during this 

period. What should we do to better the chances? 

The Mishnah at the end of Eiduyos (8:7) states: 

Rabi Yehoshua received [the tradition] from Rabi Yochanan ben 

Zakai, who heard via an unbroken chain of transmission from Har 

Sinai, that the halachah l’Moshe miSinai is that Eliyahu Hanavi 
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will not come to tell us what is tamei and what is tahor, or to 

pronounce people acceptable or unacceptable…. The chachamim 

say Eliyhau Hanavi will not come to pronounce people 

unacceptable or acceptable, but rather to bring peace to the world. 

At first glance, this mishnah is difficult to understand. If Eliyhau 

Hanavi will be sent to bring peace to the world, then why shouldn’t 

he say that people are acceptable? This seems contradictory. 

To resolve this, it becomes clear that our responsibility is to come 

together, to find others acceptable to us, by resolving our disputes 

to the best of our abilities, before Eliyahu can arrive. Only once we 

have accomplished this will Eliyahu Hanavi come and complete 

our work, bringing true peace to the world. It is critical that we 

take the first step and do everything we can to resolve the state of 

machlokes that exists today on a personal and on a national level. 

In the Merit of Righteous Women 

Over a year ago, after the Har Nof Massacre, I began to speak 

about the importance of making peace within Klal Yisrael. Since 

then, I have heard that women were inspired by these talks and 

articles. They set up groups working on the issue of maintaining 

peace and ending machlokes. 

I give my heartfelt brachah to women who start such groups and 

encourage others to join them. Chazal reveal to us that “It was in 

the merit nashim tzidkaniyos, righteous women, that we were 

redeemed from Mitzrayim (Yalkut Shimoni, Tehillim 795). These 

women will definitely have a part in the future redemption. 

Yet women or men individually working on themselves is not 

sufficient to bring the geulah. If we really want to see the geulah in 

our days, both husbands and wives need to make peace among 

themselves and to resolve their differences with others. When we 

have made our maximum effort to make peace on all sides, then 

we can honestly say that we are yearning for the redemption and 

for the coming of Mashiach, may it be soon. 


